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COX’S BAZAR 

The camps and settlements have been spared so far from the heavy rainfall which had been predicted 
for the region. Organisations have had more time to take measures to reduce the potential risk from 
disasters. Incident reporting systems have been strengthened and community structures in risky 
areas are being decommissioned. 
 
An intensive programme of response training has been taking place throughout BRAC field operations. 200 
volunteers from the Rohingya community, field staff and host community have received training from the 
Government of Bangladesh’s Cyclone Preparedness Programme as first responders in an event of an 
emergency. BRAC protection and health teams have been trained in emergency search and rescue, first aid 
and fire fighting by Red Crescent Society. RedR training has been provided across sectors with support from 
UNDP.  
 
There has been a significant rise in the number of cases of fever and acute watery diarrhoea. Cases have 
more than tripled in BRAC Primary Health Care Centres between 11-14 May.  
 
 

         HIGHLIGHTS 

       KEY BRAC ACTIVITIES TO DATE 

BRAC has been providing life saving services to forcibly displaced Myanmar nationals through a multi-
sector response since the influx began in September 2018. BRAC are working closely with the government, 
local and international NGOs and other stakeholders through the Inter Sector Coordination Group.    

465 
adolescent boys and men received 

support from new outreach 
programme 

1,651 
vulnerable shelters relocated  

1,94,774 
people have been vaccinated 

against cholera 
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         KEY BRAC INTERVENTIONS 

WASH 

Visit response.brac.net  
for news and updates 

16,921  
latrines constructed 

Shelter & 
non-food 

2,791 
shelters relocated 

5,764 
tie-down kits for shelter 

strengthening distributed 

90 
cooking stoves distributed 

5,152 
latrines strengthened 

 
 

1,800  
hygiene top-up kits 

distributed 

Health 

Protection 

17,201 
mosquito nets distributed to 

prevent malaria 

11,028   
patients diagnosed with acute 

respiratory infections 

785 
women actively participating  

in tailoring sessions 

Disaster risk 
reduction 

Education 

801  
days of work completed 

through the cash for work 
programme 

464K   
vetiver grass slips planted 

to address soil erosion 

100,801   
vegetable seeds distributed 

in camps Agriculture & 
environment 

91%   
attendance of students at 

learning centres  

24,077 
children reached in 

settlements and host 
communities 

Site 
management 

11,563 
women and men received 
information on the law and 

their rights 

500   
temporary learning  
centres operating 

1,103 
babies delivered at 

centres 

782  
infrastructure repair jobs 

completed 

152  
coordination meetings 

held  

452 
sessions conducted with 

imams, teachers and majhis 

800 
community mobilisation 

volunteers on the ground Connecting with 
communities 

200  
community volunteers  

received training 

THIS WEEK TILL DATE 

2,791  
vulnerable shelters 

repaired 

630  
lights installed in strategic 

locations 

5,884 
tube well maintenance 

jobs completed 

40,688 
face-to-face visits conducted 

regarding cyclone 
preparedness  

2,690 
psychosocial services provided for 

gender based violence cases 



SPOTLIGHT: VOICES ON THE GROUND 
Snapshot of key initiatives and insights	

INITIATIVE: INFORMATION POINTS 
 
Nine walk-in points address queries and refer people to services. For 
emergencies, BRAC provides a door to door ambulance service.  
 
4,334 queries were received this week. Most related to ration cards, aid 
distribution, services required and disputes. A rise in polygamy and domestic 
violence is being reported.  
 
INITIATIVE: COMMUNITY CENTRES 
 
Five centres act as hubs providing services such as legal counselling, 
adolescent clubs, psychosocial support, skills development and children’s 
play sessions.  
 
Women attending the centres are requesting for access to more sewing 
machines to enable them to work from home and teach their daughters. 
Other requests include gas burner stoves and computer instruction.  

INITIATIVE: FEEDBACK MECHANISM 
 
800 community volunteers visiting 4000 shelters per day are reporting these 
major concerns: 
•  Many people do not still know where to go in a cyclone or emergency.  
•  Lighting is still poor. Recent cases of kidnapping and trafficking of young 

children have been reported. 
•  Pregnant women and children have been suffering in the heat.  
•  Increased security is needed because of an escalation in crime.  

INSIGHT: MAJHIS (COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES) 
 
•  Recent allocation of ‘cash for work’ opportunities have not provided a lot 

of opportunities to women running female headed households.  
•  Women requiring support are not always easily able to leave their homes 

due to cultural restrictions. 
•  Young people without access to formal education are increasingly  

susceptible to harmful behaviour 



PEOPLE URGENTLY NEED YOUR HELP TODAY 
 

1,600 BRAC staff are providing critical services on the ground in all 14 camps and makeshift 
settlements. With the monsoon season upon us, we need your support more than ever.  

PROGRAMME HEAD  
 
Mohammed Abdus Salam 
 
salam.ad@brac.net 
+88 017 0964 7506 
 
 

OPERATIONS 
 
Khaled Morshed 
 
khaled.m@brac.net  
+88 017 3032 1717 
 
 

MEDIA/COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Nafeesa Shamsuddin 
 
nafeesa.ts@brac.net 
+88 01771141200 

$11.53 
million 

$ 45.4 million 
 

 “It is always heartening to see children in safe spaces, people 
with access to education and healthcare, but it’s still staggering 
to see the scale of this. Over 800,000 people coming into an 
area where there was already real challenges in terms of access 
to opportunity, skills and education. We don’t know what the 
impact of this will have, but what it does mean is that the focus 
on poverty and development is ever more acute.”  
 
Andrew Long, Head of Profession for Social Development, DFID 
during his visit with BRAC 
 
 


