
 
 
 

367,464 

outpatients consulted through primary 
healthcare centres 

28,868 
shelters built 

72,272 

households received water 
purification tablets 

       KEY BRAC ACTIVITIES TO DATE 

The United Nations Secretary General and the President of the World Bank visiting Cox’s Bazar last week, as well 
as the UN High Commissioner for Refugees and the Executive Director of UNFPA, marked significant progress for 
the humanitarian and development nexus in the response. The World Bank’s announcement of a USD 50 million 
grant to a health project—the first in a series that could total as much as USD 480 million—invited new 
mechanisms for financing and coordination.  
 
United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres and World Bank President Jim Yong Kim called on the world 
to support the Rohingya community. Describing his visit to the camps as “heartbreaking”, Mr Guterres afterwards 
told a gathering of staff that the humanitarian response was “extraordinary. I have never seen anything like this.” 
 
Shortly after visiting the camps Mr Kim said “I am extremely humbled and moved by the courage of the Rohingya. 
We cannot turn our heads away. We stand in solidarity -- today we are all Rohingya” before a joint press 
conference with Antonio Guterres. During the conference, Mr Guterres appealed to the international community to 
substantially increase financial support to all those in Bangladesh working to support the Rohingya community. 
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BRAC has been implementing a holistic, multi-sector response since the influx began in August 2017, in close 
coordination with the government and other partners through the Inter Sector Coordination Group. We have 
been working in Cox’s Bazar for the last 35 years, including specifically with the Rohingya population from 
previous influxes, and are pursuing an adaptive, phase-wise strategy that sequences our interventions to 

provide integrated services to everyone affected by the crisis.  
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         SECTOR-WISE SNAPSHOT 

WASH 
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Shelter & 
non-food 

Health 

Protection 

Disaster risk 
reduction 

Education 

Agriculture & 
environment 

Site 
management 

Communication 4 
Development 

TO DATE THIS WEEK 

9,860 
shelter strengthening  

‘’tie down’’ kits distributed 

5,480 
consultations made in our 
community health outlets 

200 
trees planted in the camps 

88%   
attendance  

at learning centres 

13 
co-ordination meetings took 

place 

30,342 
home visits conducted to 

share life-saving messages 

1,698 
adolescent girls received 
psychosocial counselling 

1,252 
hygiene sessions 

provided 

450 
shelters upgraded 

608 
teachers recruited from 

Rohingya and host communities 

1,584  
tube wells built 

172,779 
women consulted through primary 

healthcare centre 

37,129 
trees planted in camps and 

host communities 

37,551 
women and girls received 
psychosocial counselling 

939 
infrastructure jobs  

completed  

800 
community mobilisation volunteers 

on the ground 

28,965 
solar lamps distributed 

 5,266 
latrines strengthened 

1,930 
shelters repaired 

523 
deep tube wells repaired 

24,007 
men, women and adolescents 

made aware of legal rights 

106,396 
households received vegetable 

seeds 

29,581 
people received family 

planning services 

233 
staff, volunteers and community 

leaders trained on site management 

40,000 
households visited 

5,004 
bathing cubicles built 

354 
learning centres operating 



BRAC’s work with children in Cox’s Bazar took to the stage at the 
recent Asia-Pacific Regional Early Childhood Development 
Conference. The conference was organised by the Asia-Pacific 
Regional Network for Early Childhood, with the objective of 
providing opportunities for policy makers and practitioners to 
contextualise early childhood development, share knowledge and 
best practices and strengthen partnerships among stakeholders.  
 
Dr Nishat Fatima Rahman, Assistant Professor of BRAC 
University, presented a paper on child protection for displaced 
Rohingya children in Cox’s Bazar. She also was one of the panel 
speakers for the discussion on ‘Safety and Security’.  
 

Dr Nishat Fatima Rahman, Assistant Professor 
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“The single most preoccupying situation for me right now is 
Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh. We have calculated 200,000 
Rohingya refugees at at risk from monsoon rains and cyclones,” 
said George Okoth-Obbo, UNHCR’s Assistant High Commissioner 
for Operations.  
 

The plight of Rohingyas was high on the agenda of this year’s 
three days of consultations. The consultations brought together 
partners and beneficiaries, including refugees themselves, from a 
wide range of countries and specialisations, to reinforce the 
commitment to the humanitarian endeavour.  

 
BRAC joined in multiple sessions to share experiences from Bangladesh and other countries and plan for the 
upcoming year.  

KAM Morshed 
Director of Advocacy, Technology and Partnership 

Mohammed Abdus Salam 
Head, Humanitarian Crisis Management Programme 

Mohammed Abdus Salam, Programme Head, BRAC Humanitarian 
Crisis Management Programme, shared: “it was a good platform to 
share best practices among non-governmental organisations and 
brainstorm on ultimately what are some of the biggest challenges the 
world currently faces”.  
 
Manzoor Hasan, Executive Director, Centre for Peace and Justice,  
BRAC University, spoke at a discussion titled ‘Putting refugees at the 
centre of solutions in Asia’.  
  
KAM Morshed, Director of Advocacy, Technology and Partnership, 
presented at a workshop focused on self-reliance, economic inclusion 
and economic empowerment.  

Syeda Zaman, Senior Research Fellow, BRAC University presented a 
paper on ‘Low-cost, high-quality play-based model for children under 5’.  
 

Rafiath Rashid Mithila, Head of Early Childhood Development and Girls’ 
Education, BRAC International, presented on BRAC’s early childhood 
development activities in Liberia and Uganda.  
 

Fakhrul Alam from BRAC’s Humanitarian Crisis Management Programme 
and Sadaf Haque from BRAC Institute of Educational Development 
presented on BRAC’s child protection activities for Rohingya children in the 
camps in Cox’s Bazar.  Dr Nishat presenting a paper  

BRAC at UNHCR Annual Consultations in Geneva 

BRAC at Asia-Pacific Early Childhood Development Conference in Nepal 



Prince Charles tours Rohingya painting exhibition in London  
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Hannah Rose paints portraits of people she encounters on her travels, from African women in remote villages 
in Mozambique to Syrian refugees in Jordanian refugee camps. Her most recent paintings are of Rohingya 
women in Cox’s Bazar, after her visit to the camps with BRAC in April. Hannah spent time with women and 
children in the camps and painted five portraits afterwards to raise awareness of their stories.  
 
Hannah’s paintings were exhibited at the Prince's Foundation School of Traditional Arts degree show in 
London last week, attracting the attention of many, including His Royal Highness Prince Charles. The Prince 
spoke extensively with Hannah, and was moved by the stories Hannah recounted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hannah also travelled to Northern Iraq in summer last year, to paint Yazidi women who escaped captivity. The 
paintings of Rohingya and Yazidi women were exhibited side-by-side in the show.  
 

“Dehumanisation is a primary instrument of violence that has been used in every genocide throughout history. 
It is essential to recognise our shared humanity and that we have more in common than what divides us. The 
portraits of Rohingya women are about rehumanising those who have been systematically dehumanised. I 
hope that the paintings will help to raise awareness for the plight of the Rohingya, and remind us of the 
thousands of individual stories behind the overwhelming statistics.” said Hannah.  

Prince Charles speaking to Hannah Paintings of Rohingya and Yazidi women 

Hannah Rose with Rohingya children Hannah Rose with the portrait of a Syrian woman 

BRAC’s work included an initial phase of focused services to address the most urgent needs, a transitional 
phase of incorporating additional critical services and now, as the crisis moves into a more organised phase, 

we are deepening our response with a focus on disaster risk reduction and transitioning programming 
towards a humanitarian development approach.  

 
We are actively implementing comprehensive interventions designed to meet the immediate needs of 

vulnerable people, while supporting them to build skills, resilience and awareness that will facilitate their long-
term wellbeing as the situation evolves.    

 

Our overall goal is that everyone affected by the humanitarian crisis lives with dignity, security, and 
opportunity, in social and economic harmony.  



$ 45.4 million 
 

‘The Rohingya are one of the most discriminated against 
and vulnerable communities on Earth. The Rohingya 
refugee crisis is a humanitarian and human rights nightmare. 
I thank Bangladesh for its generosity in hosting the 
refugees.’ 
 
Antonio Guterres, United Nations Secretary General 
during his visit to Cox’s Bazar 
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PROFILE ON THE GROUND 

1,899 BRAC staff providing critical 
services in camps and host 
communities 

1300+ staff from host communities 
working in camps and host 
communities 

1,493 volunteers from camps 
supporting BRAC’s work in 
camps 

49,940 days completed through cash for 
work initiatives 

ESTIMATED TOTAL REQUIREMENT 
(March - December 2018) 

PEOPLE URGENTLY NEED YOUR HELP  

committed assistance still needed 

USD 16.9 million USD 39.5 million 

PARTNERS 

PROGRAMME HEAD 
Mohammed Abdus Salam 
 
salam.ad@brac.net 
+880 1709647506 

OPERATIONS  
Khaled Morshed 
 
khaled.m@brac.net  
+88 01730321717  

MEDIA/COMMUNICATIONS 
Areez Rahman 
 
areez.r@brac.net 
+88 01706572715 


