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ACTIVITY HIGHLIGHTS

A water supply network was established by BRAC at the Gucchogram of 
Rajapalong union in Ukhiya, Cox’s Bazar. This will ensure the continued 
supply of safe drinking water for 181 low-income families, reaching a total of 
911 members. On 9 February 2021, the piped water network was formally 
inaugurated at the site in the presence of public representatives of local 
government bodies and other respected people concerned. This water supply 
system is able to provide 20,000 litres of water every day through 27 tap 
stands. On behalf of the community, the chairman of Ukhiya upazila apprised 
BRAC for its continued efforts to minimise people’s sufferings. This initiative 
will save the beneficiaries from miles of hikes during the dry season for 
collecting water. 

A successful UPGP member showing her 
vegetable garden; Ukhiya, Cox’s Bazar
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Click here to learn more: response.brac.net

The HCMP disaster risk reduction (DRR) team -- in partnership with 
Bangladesh Fire Service and Civil Defense (BFSCD) -- organised a 
five-day-long comprehensive training course for volunteers at the community 
level, especially CPP (Cyclone Preparedness Programme) volunteers, from 
Ukhiya and Teknaf areas including BFSCD urban volunteers from the nearest 
local fire service stations of Cox’s Bazar. The training provided hands-on 
practice and realistic exercises to increase knowledge and capacity of the 
locals to minimise loss of life, injury, and property loss and damage, and to 
maximise the use of local resources in conducting search and rescue 
operations in an emergency, focusing on multi-hazard issues like a cyclone, 
fire or landslides. Mr Abdul Momen, Assistant Director, Training, BFSCD led 
the training programme for 24 (14 women and 10 men) participants.

Guided by BRAC, a Rohingya child studying with complete concentration even during 
the pandemic; in hope for a better tomorrow 
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To fight against the COVD-19 pandemic, the child protection sector continued to disseminate messages among the 
Rohingya community. 3,300 posters and banners containing safety precautions have been placed across the camps this 
month.

http://response.brac.net/
https://www.facebook.com/BRACWorld/
https://twitter.com/BRACworld
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfHYwzeyUCwupiVjahtkjqA
https://www.instagram.com/bracworld/


Encouraging community living and ensuring women’s privacy in the camps

“The chairs for washing clothes means I can wash clothes 
without squatting down. It is very convenient for me” said 
Ismat Ara (25) who is currently pregnant, availing the 
services from the ‘Women Friendly Hygiene Centre’. 

The centre is a women’s-only common space, where they 
can enjoy the conveniences of community living while 
using all the WASH facilities without worrying about 
privacy. Men are not allowed inside the facilities. Mothers 
can bring along their children, give them baths and use the 
facilities while watching over them. The space promotes 
proper hygiene practice, allowing space to maintain 
menstrual health, have a proper bath. It serves as a place 
where women from 30 families can gather, relax and 
socialise. The women look forward to coming to the 
hygiene centre every day. 

With the notion of protecting the privacy of the women, a 
total of 22 ‘Women Friendly Hygiene Centres’ have been 
built in the camps which are user-friendly, involve 
community consultants, and are led by women. 

Pregnant women are most vulnerable during their pregnancy but they are not relieved from daily chores.  
Considering their physical condition, a seated WASH mechanism has been built so that they can sit in one 
chair and work on the other chair. This is particularly helpful for women living with certain disabilities. There is 
a handle in one latrine that can ease the discomfort of pregnant women or women with disabilities during 
latrine use. Mabia Khatun (age 60) is a regular user of this centre. She said, ‘When I feel tired of washing 
clothes, I can sit for a while and take rest.’

Each hygiene centre consists of three to four bathing cubicles, three fenced, protected latrines, a water 
reservoir to secure availability of water even in the dry season, a laundry space where three to four persons 
can work at the same time, and open space for airing the clothes.

One centre is allocated for 30 families, who are considered as the user groups. However, other families are 
also allowed depending on the distance from their household and other conveniences. It is led by 10-12 
women from the surrounding households who are accountable for cleaning and maintaining the the centre 
and they get the preference of using it more frequently. 

The women using this facility extend their appreciation, as every initiative has been taken with their 
consideration and their feedback is incorporated from time to time through conducting regular meetings. 
Adolescent girls prefer the hygiene centres for bathing as they do not need to bring water from the outside 
tube well or tap-stand. It is very convenient and safe for adolescent girls to use the centre during the 
menstruation period. Sufia (age 17) said, ‘Now we can air our menstrual clothes with proper privacy.’

Rahan Bibi (9), Level 2, Block F-2, Camp 15
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OTHER ACTIVITIES
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Ensuring food security and livelihood 
through agriculture 

491 people received training on homestead 
vegetable gardening in February 2021, through 
the agriculture and environment sector. 160 
people from the host community received 
vegetable seeds of different varieties. 1,466 
chickens were vaccinated this month. In Camp 4 
and 5, the team harvested 1,011 kg fish from the 
community-based aquaculture interventions and 
distributed these among 446 households. Also, 
520kg vegetable from pond dykes has been 
harvested and distributed among 280 people this 
month. 

Helping those who need it the most

58 persons with disabilities received assistive 
devices through HELP Cox’s Bazar, BRAC’s 
partner organisation, on 28 January 2021. The 
recipients were selected through a survey 
conducted in the Jaliapalong union of Cox’s 
Bazar. Among the people who received the aid, 
30 were women and 28 were men. They have 
been provided with electronic hearing aid, 
wheelchair, walker, and walking stick based on 
their needs. 

Food for all

29,553 families (total 135,944 individuals 
including 65,253 males and 70,691 females) in 
seven Rohingya camps received diversified food 
assistance through six e-voucher outlets in 
February. Additionally,  5,490 families were 
supported with BDT 253.38 for each person of 
the family so that they can buy necessary goods 
from the Fresh Food Corner to meet their dietary 
needs.

Strengthening coordination

The site management sector (SMS) conducted a 
capacity building session with volunteers on core 
SMS activities and service monitoring mechanism. It 
focused on finding gaps and scopes in the service 
provision for the Rohingya, data collection methods, 
authenticity in primary data, emergency 
preparedness and response strategies. They also 
organised sector coordination and camp coordination 
meetings with the camp actors (shelter and non-food 
items, food, nutrition, health, education, protection, 
agriculture and environment, WASH etc) to 
strengthen the coordination among service providers, 
between service providers and site management, 
between service providers and camp administration 
body (camp-in-charge) as well as to mobilise the 
services in a streamlined way.

Ensuring safe shelters

120 households received shelter building materials in 
February 2021 across different camps. The sector 
also trained 155 staff on ‘Construction of Shelter and 
Site Improvement Activities’ this month. 

http://response.brac.net/
https://www.facebook.com/BRACWorld/
https://twitter.com/BRACworld
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfHYwzeyUCwupiVjahtkjqA
https://www.instagram.com/bracworld/


S N I P P E T S

Australian High Commission team visits 
BRAC’s programmes

A team from the Australian High Commission in 
Bangladesh visited the BRAC programmes on 2 
February 2021. The delegation included Amy 
Sheridan, humanitarian advisor, and Anna 
Lamming, a humanitarian officer of the High 
Commission. 

The delegation visited Safe Space for Women and 
Girls at Goyalamara, and a BRAC Primary School 
(non-formal school) at Hazimmapara in the upazila. 
The delegation exchanged views with BRAC 
officials. While talking to women at the space, the 
delegation lauded BRAC’s interventions in helping 
the community improve their lives. They also 
assured of extending their necessary support in this 
regard. The delegation also went to the Disabled 
Leadership Learning Centre at Painnasia village 
where they talked to the staff at the centre.

During the visit, Amy Sheridan suggested taking 
realistic steps and holding a special orientation 
meeting with the local community on prevention of 
early marriage.

Netherlands High Officials team visits 
BRAC development programmes

A delegation of Netherlands Government high 
officials visited different development programmes, 
implemented by BRAC in Whykong, Unchprang 
Camp 22 and Camp 5 at Teknaf upazila in Cox’s 
Bazar District on 1 February 2021.

The delegation included Ms Veronika Flager, First 
Secretary, Human Rights, Humanitarian Affairs and 
Gender,  Mr Hans Angenent, First Secretary, 
Control Unit, Mr Osman Haruni, Senior Policy 
Advisor, Food & Nutrition, WFP.  

The team visited the community-based and 
household-based agricultural interventions in the 
camps. They visited rooftop gardening at Camp 22, and 
observed the aquaculture activities of Camp 5. They 
exchanged views with BRAC officials and expressed 
their satisfaction during the visit.

A new mental health support centre for the 
Rohingya opens in Ukhiya

A mental health and psychosocial support centre was 
launched at Kutupalong in Ukhiya upazila of Cox's 
Bazar on 24 February 2021. Syed Mahbubul Haque, 
assistant secretary of Ministry of Disaster Management 
and Relief and in-charge of camp 6, inaugurated the 
centre. 

From BRAC HCMP, Area Director Hasina Akter Huq 
was present, along with Shah Alam, head of site 
management, shelter, general food assistance, disaster 
risk reduction, and Riffat Jahan Nahreen, team lead, 
child protection. Rubel Das, assistant program officer of 
UNHCR was also present at the inauguration, among 
others.  

Hasina Akter Huq said, ‘The Rohingya community is the 
most oppressed people in the world and the centre was 
built for their mental wellbeing and psycho-social 
support’. On average, 60 people receive services at the 
centre from 8:30am to 3pm, daily. Over 225,863 people 
have already received services through nine other 
centres in Cox's Bazar. 
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2,312 women received maternal health services 

1,630 families received family planning services 

747 mothers and children referred for immunisation 

22,431 people received tele-counselling services 

3 protection groups functioning

Camps

WASH

26 latrines constructed

7 bathing cubicles built

45 handwashing stations built

Shelter and non-food

12 new shelters built 

61 households provided with shelter 
materials

49 shelters maintained

Education

N/A    
No children and adolescents 
registered in learning centres at 
January due to COVID-19

N/A
Learning centre operations is 
suspended at January due to 
COVID-19

N/A No management committees meeting 
held at January due to COVID-19 

Host communities

SECTOR-WISE SNAPSHOT: FEBRUARY 2021

Livelihoods and
food security

5,490 families received diversified food 
assistance through e-voucher shops

Click here to learn more: response.brac.net
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Protection

Child protection

687 radio listener group sessions conducted

242 legal counselling sessions conducted

23 successful legal mediations conducted

48 community groups functional

2,02,386 tele-counselling services 
provided

Health, nutrition and communicable diseases

15,214 outpatient consultations from 11 health centres

5,141 malaria tests conducted

33 deliveries conducted in primary health care centres

3,490 TB presumptive tests done

7,776 total nutrition counselling and sick child care

2,695 early years stimulation services provided to 0-36 months old children

7,386 counselling on dietary management and lifestyle modification

Camps

Site management

28 weekly SMS staff meetings conducted

07 CIC coordination meetings held

36 community meetings undertaken
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Mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS)

9 consultations conducted of clinical mental health

324 women, men, girls and boys received focused psychosocial and psychological care

17,919 women, men, girls and boys participated in community-based group activities

177 individual counselling provided by psychologist

Click here to learn more: response.brac.net
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PROGRAMME DIRECTOR
Sajedul Hasan
sajedul.hasan@brac.net 
+88 02 9881265 Ext. 3530

AREA DIRECTOR
Hasina Akhter Huq

hasina.akhter@brac.net
+88 017-13036185

PROFILE ON GROUND
2,354 staff providing critical services in camps and host communities

6,233 volunteers from both camps and communities

  40% of BRAC HCMP staff are women
*Updated on 28 February 2021

THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS
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