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Excellencies,  
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
 
 
Dear Colleagues,  
 
Good morning. Thank you for joining us here today and for this opportunity to present the 
revised Typhoon Bopha/Pablo Response: An Action Plan for Recovery to this esteemed 
audience.  
 
Firstly, I would like to extend my thanks to the Department of Foreign Affairs for hosting us here 
today. I would also like to thank Secretary Soliman, with whom I am jointly launching this 
appeal.  
 
As the powerful images we have seen here earlier convey, and the agreement delivered by my 
co-speakers, the path of destruction left in wake of Typhoon Bopha/Pablo is immense. As many 
of you will be aware, we travelled to some of the worst hit areas in the days and weeks 
immediately after the storm hit. I was profoundly shocked by what I saw. A group of donors 
went to the same place last week. Entire villages devastated or swept away. Hundreds of 
thousands of lives changed forever.  
 
In the weeks since Pablo hit Southern Mindanao the breadth and extension of the damage has 
become even clearer. More than one month on, over 6.2 million people have been affected and 
close to 850,000 remain displaced. More than 210,000 houses, vital public infrastructure, and 
vast tracts of agricultural land has been severely damaged or destroyed. More than 1,060 lives 
were lost, and over 800 others are still missing.  
 
Typhoon Pablo was the most deadly storm globally in 2012, and reportedly the most powerful to 
hit Southern Mindanao in more than 100 years. It had three times the wind speed and double the 
rainfall of Tropical Storm Sendong/Washi which devastated Northern Mindanao in 2011. Just as 
a point for comparison; when Hurricane Sandy hit the coast of the United States in October last 
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year, it was rated as a category 1 storm. Pablo was a category five Super Typhoon, which hit 
villages and vulnerable farming communities.  
 
When talking about numbers this big, it can sometimes be difficult to fully comprehend, but it is 
important to remember that these are families  mothers, daughters, fathers and sons  whose 
lives have been irreparably damaged. And who urgently need our support. They are the human 
face of this emergency.  
 
Today, on behalf of the humanitarian community in the Philippines, I am asking for US$76 
million to provide immediate life-saving assistance to survivors of Typhoon Pablo, and to help 
families on the path to restoring their livelihoods. The amount represents a 17 per cent increase 
from the $65 million requested on 10 December at the onset of the disaster. As I mentioned on 

Filipino people. Over the last few weeks, we have seen that spirit at every level: From the local 
volunteers donating their time or personal resources, to the municipal, provincial, regional and 
national response. The spirit, expertise and commitment I have witnessed is truly impressive. 
The leadership and personal commitment of Secretary Soliman, in particular, should be 
commended, as should the actions undertaken by Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin.  
 
And, together, we have witnessed the first signs of hope and progress over the last few weeks. 
Working in support of the Government of the Philippines, the United Nations and the wider 
humanitarian community, has provided assistance to tens of thousands of people. This includes 
life-saving food aid, emergency shelter, water and hygiene kits to minimize the risk of disease 
outbreaks. Cash-for-work programmes are also being implemented in communities to empower 
people to support their families. However, the magnitude of this disaster demands more, and the 
funding and resources we have at present are not commensurate with the needs that we must 
meet.  
 
Thus far, 36 per cent of the $76 million we require for the response has been received, 30 per 
cent by the UN agencies and 70 per cent by NGOs. The United Nations Central Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF) has allocated $10 million to provide immediate life-saving assistance. 
Pledges, commitments and contributions from donors, including United States, Australia, Japan, 
the European Union, Canada, Malaysia, New Zealand, Spain, Switzerland and others, have 
provided an additional $17 million. Today we are asking for continued funding to cover a gap of 
$48 million.  
 
I am deeply thankful to donors for their contributions so far, in particular in this difficult 
economic climate, and with so many crises around the world demanding our attention. However, 
we need much stronger support if we are to meet the basic needs of those affected, and to help 
them on the road to recovery.  
 
The Revised Action Plan outlines plans for how the humanitarian community, with the 
Government of the Philippines in the lead, will continue to provide both immediate life-saving 
assistance and early recovery support to the most affected people in Mindanao over the coming 
six months. 
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The appeal seeks your support for 46 projects in 12 humanitarian sectors. I am confident that we 
can excel in achieving the objectives set out in this response plan, if we are fully funded.  
As for today, the priority humanitarian needs are durable shelters and identification of 
resettlement sites for communities vulnerable to floods and landslides; food security and 
agriculture, ensuring access to water, sanitation and hygiene services, as well as early recovery 
and reestablishment of livelihoods for affected communities. Another set of needs, and no less 
important, are protection, health, nutrition and education.  
 
For the Early Recovery and Livelihoods Clusters we are requesting a combined total of $17 
million; for Food Security and Agriculture $10 million is needed; aid agencies from the Shelter 
Cluster are asking for $11.5 million; and in the area of WASH $4 million is requested.  
The need for shelter in particular remains critical.  
 
With approximately 216,000 homes destroyed or damaged by Pablo, the need for emergency and 
durable shelter is critical. In the most affected municipalities, people are residing in spontaneous 
settlements, on the remains of their former homes and some are living on the sides of roads. We 
are working to support government efforts to improving their living conditions in camp sites, but 
the main priority and solution is to help people repair or rebuild their homes through Shelter 
Kits. It is important to take advantage of the fact that the majority of families in this case can 
return to their houses.  
 

agricultural products and land, the impact of Pablo will be felt for a long time. Nearly 80 per cent 
of households rely on subsistence farming of basic commodities such as bananas, coconuts, 
durian and rice. For people living in eastern Mindanao, already one of the poorest areas in the 
country, the rehabilitation of agriculture and re-establishment of livelihoods are essential.  
 
With Pablo, we have the dangerous combination that houses and livelihoods were totally 
destroyed simultaneously. To meet the enormous needs, overcome challenges and ensure best 
use of limited resources, effective coordination is vital. Coordination hubs have been in recent 
weeks been established in Davao City Nabunturan, Trento and Cateel to support strengthen the 
response. The cluster structure and coordination mechanism is working very effectively at 
national, regional and now municipal levels and across sectors. Production of up-to-date 
information has been a sound and consistent response from international and national 
humanitarian partners, meeting the fundamental requisite for good donorship.  
 
The recent heavy rains and floods have shown how just how vulnerable many of the 
communities affected by Pablo still are. The rising waters and threat of landslides has forced 
thousands of people to leave their homes again, newly replanted crops have been lost and access 
for humanitarian work hampered.  
 
From previous emergency response experience in the Philippines, the Food Security and 
Agriculture cluster negotiated with National Food Authority to withdraw food stock from any 
NFA depot within 24-48 hours to the emergency and additional supplies of high energy biscuits. 
This preparedness was invaluable during the response and all the stock is used.  
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Second - and as important as fundraising - is strong partnership with the Government of the 
Philippines. I am very proud to see the work done over the last seven weeks, and would like to 
commend the Government for both the work in preparedness and in response. In this regard, I 
would like to extend my thanks and appreciation to government leadership, and local and 
national government staff members who have worked tirelessly and with such competence and 

to build back better has been evident.  
 
I cannot finish without extending my heartfelt thanks to the Humanitarian Country Team in the 
Philippines, and to all the colleagues who are working on this response. I could not be in better 
hands, more qualified and committed company, than the UN agencies, and international and 
national NGOs, all working together with the government and local communities, to help recover 
and rebuild from the devastation left behind by Pablo.  
 
We look forward to securing our presence in the affected areas, because, as I have emphasized, 
the devastation and need for support is immense. We really need your support to reach this goal 
and to deliver a consolidated response.  
 
Thank you all very much. 


