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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 More than half a million 

people are facing food 

insecurity in the West and 

North of Cote d’Ivoire. 

 The presence of humanitarian 

organizations is relatively low 

in the north-east of Cote 

d'Ivoire compared to the 

needs of the Population. 

 54,000 refugees are still in 

Liberia.  

 Experts in geographic 

information management offer 

improved codification of 

administrative clusters and 

localities of Cote d'Ivoire. 

 

 

 KEY FIGURES 

Total population 21 M 

HDI Ranking 
(UNDP)  
 (out of 187)  

168 

Pop. without 
access to safe 
drinking water 

8 % 
(Urban) 
33% 
(Rural) 

Nb. of Ivorian 
refugees in West 
Africa 

72 325 

Nb. of refugees 
repatriated since 
Jan 2013 
(UNHCR) 

17 387 

 

 

 

Food Security  

More than two inhabitants out of 10 in the districts of 
Savanes and Montagnes are facing food insecurity 
 
Significant progress has been made by the Ivorian Government and Aid organizations in 
responding to humanitarian needs since the end of the post-election crisis of 2011. But 
there are still pockets of vulnerability, especially in the western and northern regions of 
the country.  

According to the data collected by the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World Food Program 
(WFP) in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture, in October 
2013, just over a half a million people is facing food insecurity in 
the western and northern regions of Cote d'Ivoire. 

Most affected population groups are households repatriated after 
the agricultural season, those who were displaced during the 
sowing period, households affected by floods and those whose 

livelihoods are precarious. 

The most affected area is the District of Montagnes in the west of the country with over 
387,000 people faced with food insecurity. In the District of Savanes – a little farther north 
of the country 193,000 people are faced with food insecurity. 

More than 220,000 people need immediate food assistance 

The assessment in October 2013 
indicates that more than 123,000 
people need immediate assistance 
in areas at risk of the District of 
Montagnes: Toulepleu, Blolequin 
and Tai. In addition to these people 
are 22,000 others who might be 
repatriated in 2014 by the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees 
(UNHCR). 
As regards 
the District 
of Savanes, 
nearly 
99,000 
people are 
in immediate need of assistance in 
the heavily populated area around 
Korhogo.  
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Humanitarian partners 

have appreciated the 

coordination framework 

and hope that this 

mechanism will be 

maintained and run 

smoothly. 

 
 

The assessment of food security in households in the northern and western regions was 
intended to determine the prevalence and the location of food insecurity, as well as the 
causes, and to profile the affected households and to provide response. 

For the assessment, the causes of food insecurity in these areas are due to structural 
problems but also to circumstances such as repatriation and/or late return of farmer 
households, insecurity and movements of population, delay and/or early end of rains, and 
crop loss due to flood. 

The Ivorian Government and its partners are helping improve food security of affected 
populations by developing lowland and their works, distributing agricultural kits, including 
seeds, small working equipment and fertilizers. They are also rehabilitating community 
assets such as school canteens, destroyed houses, access roads and culverts and 
distribute food and money to households to improve their access to food. 

Food assistance to returnees should be maintained 

The evaluation recommends the continuation of such support, including the continuation 
of emergency food assistance to repatriates in order to improve their food consumption. 
Providing agricultural support and seed materials should improve the productivity of 
households. The continuation of basic development of lowlands should reduce land 
pressure and the effect of rainfall shocks. 

The evaluation also recommends supporting the development of off season cultivation in 
order to diversify women’s income. The provision of financial support to households to 
realize micro projects would improve access to food for these households, in an 
environment where markets are also functional and well supplied. It would also help 
support the local economy. 

Humanitarian Coordination 

Assisting the population despite the limited presence of 
humanitarian actors 
 

Zanzan is one of the districts of Cote d'Ivoire with the highest poverty rates. Nearly 60 
percent of the population lives below the poverty line and more than ¾ of the population 
has no access to safe drinking water. But the presence of humanitarian organizations is 
relatively low compared to the needs of the population. Priority areas for humanitarian 
intervention are child protection and gender-based violence, especially female genital 
mutilation, access to water, to health facilities, malnutrition, and education, particularly for 
girls and the issues of birth certificates. 

Strengthening ties with local authorities, collecting information 

To help alleviate the consequences of 
the low humanitarian presence, 
maintain and strengthen ties with the 
local partners and authorities in areas 
where it is not present, OCHA carried 
out a mission from Abidjan the Zanzan 
from 4 to 8 November 2013. The 
mission aimed to strengthen ties with 
humanitarian partners and local 
authorities to collect information on the 
pockets of vulnerability and the residual 
humanitarian needs and involve local 
authorities in the implementation of a 
framework for humanitarian 
coordination.  

The mission was able to hold a first 
meeting of the expanded regional 
coordination committee (ERCC) in the 
cities of Bouna and Bondoukou with the representatives of aid organizations, UNOCI and 
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government structures. The partners have appreciated the coordination framework and 
hope that this mechanism be maintained and run smoothly. OCHA is committed to 
contribute to it. 

The mission has also had direct meetings with prefectural authorities and NGOs present 
in the field. It has carried out field visits, particularly to innovative projects initiated by local 
population. 

Population are trying innovative solutions 

With the support of the present organizations, these populations are trying innovative 
solutions, such as in education, by creating school canteens supplied from their crops to 
enhance the education of their children, to ensure their own food security and generate 
income, like the village of Djorbanandouo (50 km north of Bondoukou) or replacing straw 
hut classes by concrete buildings and creating a lobby group for mothers to encourage 
parents to send their daughters to school, like the village of Flatchiédougou (60 km north 
of Bondoukou). 

Humanitarian Relay is a system established by OCHA within the framework of an early 
warning system in order to strengthen contacts with partners and authorities in areas 
where OCHA is not physically present. Humanitarian Relay thus maintains a 
communication channel with specific partners, particularly relevant in the event of a 
sudden deterioration in the humanitarian situation. It also responds to the need to assess 
the humanitarian situation on a regular basis, and support humanitarian coordination 
frameworks under the auspices of state technical services and local authorities and to 
update contact lists and other tools of information. This approach is also representative of 
the current transitional phase in that it enables to transfer the management of 
humanitarian issues to partners and national authorities. 

Movements of population: 

Informing the refugees to support their choice to return to 
Côte d'Ivoire 
 

At the end of November, 54,000 Ivorians who had fled the violence of the post-election 
crisis in March and April 2011 were still refugees in Liberia despite the voluntary 
repatriation program proposed by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) in partnership with the Liberian refugee Commission (LRRRC) and its Ivorian 
counterpart the Service d’aide et 
d’assistance aux réfugiés et apatrides 
(SAARA). Spread across different 
camps, the refugees are assisted by 
UNHCR and its partners, in 
collaboration with the LRRRC. 
 
Voluntary repatriation continues. The 
joint meeting of 15 October 2013 in 
Zwedru, chaired by the respective 
Heads of State of Liberia and Côte 
d'Ivoire and strong messages that had 
been delivered have certainly helped 
revive the process. This is indicated 
by the increase in the return 
applications registered by UNHCR in 
early November. But many families 
are still reluctant to take the road 
back. For some, mainly young men, 
there is still no mention of return in the current context. They consider that the conditions 
for their safe return are not met. 
 
To better understand the different perceptions and expectations of these refugees, OCHA 
Côte d'Ivoire has made the path the other way round, by visiting PTP camp refugees, on 

November 2013, PTP Camp, Liberia: Many Ivorians from the west of 
the country are still refugees in Liberia since the end of the post 
electoral crisis of 2011. Many are apprehensive about the conditions 
of return and are reluctant to return. © J. S. Munie/OCHA 
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their own safety in their 

home village. Lack of 

access to land is another 

frequently mentioned 

reason. 
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the last 13 November. Located near the town of Zwedru in Grand Gedeh County, the PTP 
camp shelters more than 12,500 people, nearly a quarter of all Ivorian refugees.  
 
Many individual interviews, followed by a general meeting with representatives from each 
neighborhood gathered around their president have thus provided insight into the feelings 
and expectations of people who, more than 30 months after their escape, have not made 
the final leap which would bring them back to their country. Yet all say they do not intend 
to settle in Liberia at all, and dream of returning as soon as possible.  
 
For most families, the main reason which delays their return is the lack of information and 
guarantees vis-à-vis their own safety in their home village. Lack of access to land is 
another frequently mentioned reason. Many rumors tell all kinds of threats and abuse, 
especially from the security forces. Fewer, some young people claim to receive a lot of 
information about the abuses that have been perpetrated against returnees. They also 
say that they fear being excluded from the DDR program as evidence of lack of security 
guarantee.  
 
To address these negative perceptions and judgments, UNHCR regularly visits refugee 
representatives that bear witness upon their return to the camps for what they saw and 
heard in their home region. But a lot of the refugees remain skeptical, believing that the 
visits are too "supervised" and lack independence and therefore their conclusions are too 
often biased. Aware of this situation, humanitarian partners first and foremost UNHCR, 
develop new approaches to organize these visits and debriefing sessions for returns.  
 
In collaboration with the respective authorities of the two countries, emphasis is also 
placed on improving the flow of information across the border. A plea is made to the 
competent authorities so that the cases of most frustrated, especially young men are 
taken into consideration in order to restore an atmosphere of trust, essential for the 
continuation and even the completion of the repatriation process.  

Management of geographic information: 

Towards a consensual codification of administrative 
constituencies 
 

The experts from the state and private 
structures and organizations of the 
United Nations in charge of geographic 
information in Cote d'Ivoire, assembled 
in validation workshop on 14 November 
in Abidjan, recommend a new 
methodology of coding administrative 
constituencies. This new method should 
help put an end to confusion that may 
result from the identification of 
geographic entities based on their name. 
The workshop was initiated by the 
Technical Working Group on the 
management of geographic information 
"GIS Working Group," has been actively 
supported of the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) in Cote d'Ivoire. 

Today, in Côte d'Ivoire, as in all 
countries of the world, one can find 
several locations with the same names. 
Only designating a place by its name is 
almost never enough to know exactly 
where it is. Sometimes, the fact of 
indicating in which district, in which region, or in which prefecture it is located, is still not 

Three different places with the same name in different 
regions but in the same district may be misleading in the 
absence of any other indicative element. 
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enough because there may be several villages of the same name in the same prefecture 
or sub-prefecture. 

Identifying areas accurately and quickly can save lives 

"In these situations, and to humanitarian actors," said the Head of OCHA Office in the 
meeting, "pinpointing a location is very important in an emergency. For accurate, verified 
and communicated information helps make a good decision. " 

The current administrative division of Cote d'Ivoire has 14 districts, 31 regions, 108 
departments, 509 sub-prefectures, 378 of which are functional and more than 8,500 
villages. However, according to Djondé Gnian, Deputy Director in the Directorate General 
of Decentralization and Local Development (DGDDL), there are sometimes difficulties in 
the identification and designation of the administrative constituencies. 

The workshop thus aimed at validating and proposing a consensual codification which, in 
compliance with international standards, will solve common problems. 

Eliminating confusions 

One way to clear up confusion in the codification of administrative constituencies in Côte 
d'Ivoire is to use a well-structured code. 

It has been suggested during the workshop to consider the entire country as 
administrative level 0 and assign 3 characters (CIV), then administrative level 1 for 
districts; in 2 characters, starting with Abidjan and Yamoussoukro the two autonomous 
districts; other districts will follow in alphabetical order: - administrative level 2 (2 
characters) for the regions; administrative level 3 for the departments (2 characters), and 
so on to the village with administrative level 5 the codification of which is 3 characters. 

The participants adopted the methodology of administrative constituencies. They noted 
that the code, once applied should be maintained and that the municipalities and 
neighborhoods should also be taken into account in the codification and underlined the 
need to define a deadline for the implementation of the new changes. 

The GIS Working Group should finalize the methodology by incorporating the 
recommendations of the workshop at its next monthly meeting. Then will submit the final 
document to the Ministry of State, Ministry of Interior and Security through the General 
Directorate of Territorial Administration (DGAT). 

Portrait of national NGO Notre Grenier 

Notre Grenier is a local NGO supporting community development created on 10 May 
2001 in Bondoukou. It works in the fields of health, education, community development 
and the environment. 

With a staff of 73 volunteers, it 
operates in the North-east of the 
country, especially in the areas of 
Bondoukou, Tanda, Koun-Fao, 
Assueffry and Bouna. It receives 
technical and financial support from 
organizations such as Save the 
Children, UNOCI, UNDP, the Ivorian 
network of people living with HIV 
(RIP+), Hertland Alliance, Alliance 
Cote d'Ivoire, The Women lawyers 
association of Cote d'Ivoire. 

Notre Grenier conducts ongoing 
activities of fight against gender-
based violence, child abuse and the 
fight against AIDS in the midst of 
prostitution. In partnership with the Association of Women Lawyers of Côte d'Ivoire, the 
NGO Our Grenier also conducts sensitization sessions to make the litigants believe in the 
justice system.  

November, 2013, Djorbanandouo, Bondoukou, Cote d’Ivoire: 
Thanks to 80 kg of rice seeds lent by Notre Grenier, the 
villagers could create a canteen. © A. Kats/OCHA 
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For more information, please contact:  
Mrs Ute Kollies, Head of Office - OCHA Côte d’Ivoire, Tel. (+225) 22 48 44 00 
Mr. Franck Kuwonu, Information Officer - OCHA Côte d’Ivoire, kuwonu@un.org, Tel. (+225) 46 00 50 49 
Mr. Michel Ayokoin, Reporting Officer - OCHA Côte d’Ivoire, ayokoin@un.org, Tel. (+225) 46 01 91 28  
 
OCHA Humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/cotedivoire | www.reliefweb.int 
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The NGO currently leads two major projects, namely the project of prevention and 
response to female genital mutilation (FGM), early and forced marriages (EFM) and the 
physical and humiliating punishment (PHP) and Prevention Project and services of 
medical and social care and treatment for sex workers and men who have sex with men 
in Cote d'Ivoire (IMPACT-CI).  

The Prevention and response to FGM, the EFM and PHP has been underway since June 
2013, in the regions of Gontougo (Bondoukou) and Bounkani (Bouna). It aims to 
strengthen the capacity of partners to protect children against FGM, the MPF and PPH, 
through concerted action by all actors. "With the crisis that was experienced by Cote 
d’Ivoire, and despite the efforts of humanitarian partners and government actors, we must 
admit the resurgence of these issues," note those responsible for this structure. 

Training, sensitization, and support activities for victims are organized to bring people to 
abandon harmful practices and to further contribute to the protection of children. 

More than 1 670 people, especially, members of the protection committees, children 
groups, NGOs, local radios, community structures have thus been trained in the 
framework of these two projects. Three children victims of EFM have received school 
support. A rape victim girl received medical and psychological care. 

The implementation of these ongoing activities and will allow the end of the project 
scheduled for December 2013, to improve understanding among people of FGM, the 
EFM and PHP and develop mechanisms for prevention and response on the one hand, 
and secondly to facilitate the integration of alternatives to PPH in the practice of families 
and communities. 

Several other activities and projects are still to be done in both areas, including teacher 
training on legal instruments, PHP, FGM and EFM, and the children of French-Arab 
schools on these harmful practices, support for the establishment of auxiliaries judgment 
for children, the fight against child maltreatment. 

Furthermore, it should be noted that these practices are common in many villages of the 
north-eastern area of the country where cultural constraints hinder the abandonment of 
these practices, without forgetting other constraints linked to the limited duration of the 
project and difficult access to areas due to road damage. These are among other factors 
that limit the impact of the project, according to officials of the NGO. 

Contact: M. DAGNOGO Ouayara, Tel: 07 32 09 08, email: d.ouayara@yahoo.fr  
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