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 HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 15.5 million affected and 
647,000 displaced in 
Northeast. 

 288 deaths from cholera 
recorded in Nigeria since the 
beginning of 2014.  

 15 states identified as 
potential hot spots for 
politically related violence with 
humanitarian implications in 
2015. 

 The Strategic Response Plan 
has been revised to reflect 
new developments in the 
Northeast, inter alia. 

 

KEY FIGURES  

No. of IDPs 
from the 
conflict in the 
northeast 
(March 2014) 

646,693 

No. of Conflict 
Affected 
Persons in the 
NE 

 

15. 5 million 

Reported 
cholera cases  
in 2014  

 
22,346 

Sources: 
UNCT/NEMA/WHO/NGOs 

 

2014 FUNDING  

USD$ 75 million 
requested 

USD$ 0 
received 

USD$3.2 million 
pledged  

 

 

Northeast Assessment Reveals Dire Situation 
in Northeast  

15.5 million People affected, 650,000 Displaced Internally 

 
A joint humanitarian inter-
agency multi-sectorial 
needs assessment mission 
was deployed from 10 to 
22 May 2014 in the three 
states under the states of 
emergency, viz.,Yobe, 
Borno and Adamawa, and 
neighbouring states 
Gombe, Bauchi and 
Taraba. Preliminary results 
of the assessment indicate 
that an estimated 646,693 
persons have been 
internally displaced across 
the six northeast states of 
Borno, Yobe, Adamawa 
Taraba, Gombe, and 
Bauchi, due to the on-
going insurgency in the 
three states under a state 
of emergency (i.e. Borno, 
Yobe, and Adamawa). The 
most affected state is Borno, with some 258,000 IDPs, 100,000 of whom are 
displaced in the capital, Maiduguri. Most of the IDPs are living with families in 
host communities who are themselves poor, thus severely straining already 
scarce resources as well as aggravating poverty levels (including food and 
nutrition insecurity) of the affected/host communities. 
 

According to the assessment, Borno, Yobe, Adamawa and Taraba states, face 
food insecurity mainly due to loss of incomes and livelihood caused by the 
insurgency and displacement. IDP host families reported that they have 
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exhausted their food stocks and have resorted to eating grain reserved as 
seedlings for the next planting season. Household food stocks were noted to be 
below average and incomes are declining since the conflict has interrupted off-
season livelihood activities and the seasonal increase in labour demand. Food 
access and cross border markets in border communities have been adversely 
impacted by the insurgency and insecurity particularly the blowing up of access 
bridges to neighbouring Cameroon by the Boko Haram insurgents.  
 

 
The assessment revealed that IDPs are comprised mainly of female headed 
households, most of whom were been widowed during insurgency attacks. There 
are a high number of children out of school and pregnant women. According to 
the State Emergency Management Agency of Adamawa, most of the IDP 
population in Adamawa cannot afford to purchase food and the conflict has f 
orced them to abandon their sustenance agriculture activities. Over 90 per cent of 
residents in the northeast are engaged in agricultural activities, the vast majority 
are engaged in subsistence level farming, in particular.  Across affected states, 
the conflict has disrupted planting seasons, decreasing agricultural production. 
The most affected Local Government. Provision of emergency protection 
activities, including psychosocial support for unaccompanied and separated 
children, female headed households and children at risk, were noted as priority 
needs. There is also an urgent need to establish temporary safe learning spaces 
with age-sensitive educational and recreational activities and child-protection 
services for the IDPs. 
In Borno, the assessment included a mission to Chibok, specifically, to the 
communities of Gura, Watakare and Jaja-- home to the 276 girls that were 
abducted in mid-April this year. The assessment revealed that all health care 
facilities in Chibok town have been destroyed by the insurgents; the community 
was significantly traumatized; and insecurity remained high, with insurgents 
recently abducting an additional 20 women in this month.  Urgent needs in 
Chibok population were identified as psychosocial counselling, rehabilitation of 
health facilities and provision of essential drugs.   
 
SGBV a worrying trend  
 
Sexual and Gender Based Violence (SGBV) is prevalent in the northeast though 
not regularly reported due to stigma. Early marriage is widespread, with 
accordant health and maternal complications that follow. Girls have limited 
opportunities to access education and livelihood outside of the home or 
marketplace. The Northeast has high maternal mortality rates partly as a result of 
the high poverty levels, inadequate access to health care services and low 
awareness about reproductive rights. There is also low utilization of skilled birth 
attendants. 

According to the 
assessment, Borno, 
Yobe, Adamawa and 
Taraba states, face food 
insecurity 

The inter-agency 
assessment held in May 
2014 critical needs 
whose the most 
important are food, 
security and protection.  

Update on Chibok Girls 

 

On 14 April 2014, 276 schoolgirls were kidnapped in the northeast town of 

Chibok (Borno State) by insurgent group Boko Haram. 219 girls remain missing 

and 57 have since escaped. The Borno State Government, in collaboration with 

NEMA is leading the response to provide immediate Protection, psychosocial, 

food and NFI support to the girls, their families, and their community.  The US, 

UK, Israel, France and China providing security support for the rescue 

operations; and France, the UN, and the US providing psychosocial and relief 

support. 
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Humanitarian Access Restricted but Not Denied 
 

Although the Nigerian army has expressed concerns around visits to the 
northeast by journalists’, especially following negative reportage around its 
rescue of the Chibok girls, there are no reported cases of this affecting 
humanitarian access. Humanitarian access in the northeast is mostly impeded by 
three factors: insecurity, poor infrastructure and limited openings for dialogue with 
both security forces and non-state actors. Furthermore, remoteness of 
communities plays a significant role (i.e. Borno state) where access to mobile 
phones and radio communications is limited. The security situation in this area 
remains volatile and unpredictable. The insurgency is fuelled by the high 
proliferation of small arms, and support by international terror groups.  

 
Response 

 
The Borno State government has earmarked USD$150 million to fund a 
rehabilitation program for the 53 girls who escaped from Boko Haram captivity. In 
partnership with the American government, the state has constituted teams of 
medical professionals and social workers to provide psycho-social support to the 
most affected communities under the supervision of the Federal Psychiatric 
hospital in Maiduguri. The National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) is 
leading the humanitarian response in Chibok and the Northeast in general. The 
Agency has finalized an integrated response plan to meet urgent health, food, 
water, shelter, and education needs of the girls and their communities. This 
response is in partnership with the UN, the Red Cross and other international 
partners to ensure gaps are met and impact enhanced. 

 
The UNCT has finalized the Integrated Support Package and Framework. The 
framework includes advocacy for release of abducted girls, establishment of safe 
havens to receive the girls when released and psychological evaluation and 
psychotherapy clinics and consultations counselling/ Psychotherapy including 
referrals. 
 

 Contingency Planning for 2015 Elections 
 
EPRWG Rolls out Contingency Planning for the 2015 Elections 
 
The Emergency Preparedness 
and Response Working Group 
(EPRWG) in collaboration with the 
National Emergency Management 
Agency (NEMA) has kick-started a 
contingency planning process in 
light of February 2015 General 
Elections. Humanitarian actors are 
forecasting widespread election 
related violence similar to that which 
occurred during the 2011 election. 
The CLEEN foundation- a leading 
civil society organization in Nigeria 
dedicated to public safety, security 
and justice issues— has mapped 
the gravity and location of elections-
related violence in foreseen for the 

15 states identified as 
potential hot spots for 
politically related violence 
in 2015.  

Risk Map of Electoral Violence ( May 2014) 
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next seven months. With escalating violence, humanitarian needs are expected 
to increase substantially. The organization identified 15 states as potential hot 
spots for political related violence, with likely humanitarian implications. In 
addition to the pre-identified electoral hotspots, the elections are also likely to 
exacerbate on-going conflicts in the northeast and inter-communal violence in the 
Middle Belt.  
 
Humanitarian actors are working with political and security experts to articulate a 
contingency plan that would account for a rise in violence and address the basic 
needs of affected population. 
 

Humanitarian Developments 
 

Kaduna SEMA, Japan, UNFPA, UNDP, UNHCR, and Mercy Corps 
support humanitarian action 
 
Japan partners with UN on Immunization  
 

More than 1.5 million children aged 0-11 months in the six states of Akwa Ibom, 
Benue, Ebonyi, Enugu, Imo and Rivers States will now receive immunisation 
thanks to a Government of Japan and UNICEF partnership. The UNICEF Field 
Office in Enugu handed over 158 Solar fridges valued at USD$1.3 million to the 
six states courtesy of the government of Japan. The refrigerators allow for the 
long term storage of the vaccines to ensure their efficacy.    

UNFPA provides support Reproductive Health for 450,000 people 

UNFPA provided 359 Reproductive Health (RH) kits and 12,500 dignity kits to 35 
healthcare facilities in Borno and Adamawa states. The scale-up is aimed at 
ensuring access to minimum initial service package for reproductive health in 
emergency situations (MISP) and will support an estimated 450,000 people. The 
service package includes safe delivery services (including emergency obstetric 
care), management of sexual violence, prevention of HIV, treatment of STIs, and 
provision of dignity kits to vulnerable women and young girls.  Expansion to 
Gombe and Yobe states is planned for in the next phase. Implementation is done 
in partnership with the National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA), State 
Ministries of health (SMOH), Red Cross Society, and State Emergency 
Management Agencies (SEMAs). 

Also Supplies NFIs to IDPs in Kaduna 

Through the Kaduna State Emergency Management Agency (SEMA), UNFPA 
has distributed 135 sets of “mama kits” and 150 plastic buckets to pregnant 
women at the Bondon IDP Camp in Kaura LGA, Kaduna in April 2014.  Inter-
communal violence that took place on 14 March 2014 had displaced 220 
households (approximately 1,540 people) in this areas, including 137 pregnant 
women.  

 
UNDP conducts Human Rights monitoring and reporting training 

Between February and May 2014, UNDP deployed a Human Rights Advisor to 
Nigeria to provide advisory support to the Resident Coordinator (UNRC) and 
technical assistance to National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) with respect 
to monitoring, investigation and reporting of human rights situations in the three 

WFP Training in 

Nigeria  

 
The World Food 
Programme (WFP) has 
secured funding for 
providing capacity-
building activities to 
Nigeria in three main 
areas: (1) Supply 
Chain & Warehouse 
Management (2) 
Emergency Food 
Security Assessments 
(3) Emergency 
Telecommunications. 
 
WFP will be working 
with the National 
Emergency 
Management Agency 
(NEMA) on logistics 
supply chain and 
warehouse 
management, 
emergency food 
security assessments, 
market analysis and 
market based 
responses, including 
emergency delivery 
mechanisms and 
emergency 
telecommunications. 
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states under emergency rule (i.e. Borno, Yobe, and Adamawa).    

The advisor trained one hundred and forty staff of the National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) who are awaiting deployment to the SOE states for human 
rights monitoring, investigation and reporting. The trained personnel are expected 
to monitor and report on the human rights situations in the northeast and respond 
to reported cases of human rights violations or abuses.   

UNHCR fields Mission to the North East 

A high-level delegation from UNHCR fielded a mission to the Northeast from 12-
18 May, 2014. The mission visited Plateau, Bauchi, Gombe and Adamawa States 
and met with cross section of stakeholders including State executives, the State 
Emergency Management Agencies (SEMAs), the Nigerian Red Cross and IDPs. 
The mission also had discussions with key humanitarian partners in Nigeria. The 
mission sought to assess the humanitarian situation in the area including existing 
gaps in information and analysis. It also explored the potential to enrich the inter-
agency strategy to the humanitarian crisis in the Northeast as informed by 
protection priorities.  
 
Inter-Communal Conflict Intensifies in North Central Nigeria 
 
According to Mercy Corps International and Pastoral Resolve, a local NGO, inter-
communal conflicts have intensified, particularly in the Middle Belt states of 
Benue, Nasarawa, and Plateau. At the Peace and Security working Group 
meeting, the two organisations noted that while a host of complex factors 
contribute to an escalation in violence, at its core, the conflict between 
pastoralists and farmers is the result of systematic failures of governance, 
development, and community conflict resolution structures.  According to the two 
organisations, the majority of the violence and killings involving pastoralists and 
farmers, including the rustling of livestock, go unreported.  

Cholera Rates on the Decline in Bauchi  

Notable decline in Cholera Rates in week 22  
 
WHO reports that, to date, 22,346 cholera cases with 288 deaths (Case Fatality 
Rate of 1.3 per cent) have been recorded in 105 Local Government Areas (LGAs) 
in 17 states affected by the epidemic since the beginning of 2014. 

 
In week 22 reporting cycle, 620 cholera cases including 11 deaths (CFR 1.8 per 
cent) were reported from 31 LGAs in five states (viz. Bauchi, Kaduna, Kano, 
Adamawa and Plateau). Kano state with 248 cases overtook Bauchi as the most 
affected state in week 22. The State Ministry of Health, Rural Water and 
Sanitation Agency (RUWASA), are providing immediate response in Kano.  
 
WHO, UNICEF, and MSF have been working towards responding to the epidemic 
in country. MSF has provided 4.5 million chlorinated buckets, sprayed 8,067 
households, and provide 145,462 persons with health education/awareness. 

 

 

Kano state, with 248 
cholera cases reported 
this week, is the most 
affected state in week 22- 
replacing Bauchi state.  
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NEMA provides relief to Northeast through 
PINE 

NEMA distributes 10,000 MT of rice to the Northeast 
 
The National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) has been providing 
logistics support for the distribution of 10,000 tonnes of rice to the states under 
emergency to address food security concerns articulation in the Presidential 
Initiative for the North East (PINE), a multi-sector plan that looks to address the 
short, medium and long-term needs of persons living in the northeast of the 
country. This initiative is an economic revitalization program targeted towards 
those states most impacted by insurgency. PINE includes a joint regional 
redevelopment plan which serves as the foundation for a federal-state 
partnership to revitalize the Northeast’s economy based on the premise that 
economic shortcomings are the drivers of the insurgency. 

Funding Overview 

Humanitarian Plan to be Revised 
 

Nigeria’s Strategic Response Plan (SRP) to address urgent humanitarian needs 
requires USD$ 75 million to facilitate a response. To date the SRP has received 
only USD$ 2.7 million (4%) of the funding appeal. The Government of Japan has 
pledged USD$ 3.2 million towards increased partnership in Nigeria, to include 
some humanitarian support. The SRP is currently undergoing revision to better 
reflect current needs and appeal for support to address these new developments. 
 
 

 
 

Presidential initiative to 
support the distribution of 
10,000 MT of grain in the 
Northeast. 
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