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Sudan 
Total affected population: 5.4 million1 
Total affected children (under 18): 3.2 
million2 
 
Total people to be reached in 2016: 
4.4 million 
Total children to be reached in 2016: 
2.6 million 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Armed conflicts, natural disasters, disease, epidemics and chronic underdevelopment have 
all contributed to the humanitarian crisis in the Sudan, which is still one of the worst 
situations for children in the world. The ongoing violence in Darfur, the Kordofan states, Blue 
Nile and Abyei has forced more than 3.1 million people to flee their homes, including an 
estimated 1.9 million children.3 This has prevented children from accessing basic services 
such as health and education, exposed children to violence and exploitation and increased 
children’s vulnerability to malnutrition and disease. Some 2 million children under 5 years 
are suffering from malnutrition, with global acute malnutrition (GAM) and severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM) rates above emergency thresholds.4 Since 15 December 2013, more 
than 198,000 South Sudanese have fled the war in South Sudan and sought refuge in the 
Sudan, with more than 70 per cent estimated to be children.5 More refugees arrive every 
day, particularly to White Nile. The areas of Jebel Marra (Darfur), the Nuba Mountains 
(South Kordofan) and parts of Blue Nile have remained inaccessible to humanitarian actors 
for years. Children in these areas have not yet been reached with basic services, including 
vital vaccination for polio and measles. 
 
 
 

 

Humanitarian strategy 
 

In 2016, UNICEF will continue to work with 
partners, including the Government of the 
Sudan, to reach children affected by conflict, 
natural disasters, epidemics and chronic 
underdevelopment, particularly in hard-to-
reach areas. UNICEF leads the child 
protection sub-cluster, and the education, 
nutrition and water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH) clusters. In the Sudan, 59 out of 184 
localities are experiencing GAM rates at or 
above the emergency threshold of 15 per 
cent. Of these, only three – Red Sea, 
Kassala and Gedaref – are not affected by 
conflict. Based on a multiple deprivation 
analysis conducted at the locality level, 
UNICEF identified 72 priority localities where 
the needs of children are most acute. The 
organization will focus on an integrated 
programme delivery approach in these areas 
for the most vulnerable children, families and 
communities. In addition, the UNICEF-led 
nutrition cluster is developing a multi-sectoral 
approach to address acute malnutrition in the 
Sudan, which will be especially important 
given the El Niño weather phenomenon, 
which may further impact important aspects 
of children’s lives, such as protection, 
education, health and WASH. Given that the 
Sudan is in a state of protracted crisis, and to 
address the humanitarian-development 
continuum, UNICEF will continue to focus on 
sustainability and resilience in its 
humanitarian planning and response. The 
organization will also continue to conduct 
advocacy at all levels to reach children in 
Blue Nile, the Nuba Mountains and parts of 
Jebel Marra in Darfur, which have been 
inaccessible since 2011. 

2016 programme targets6  
 
Nutrition 

 250,000 children aged 6 to 59 months 
affected by SAM admitted to treatment 

 300,000 caregivers received IYCF 
counselling 

 
Health 

 498,457 children under 1 year received 
the first dose of measles vaccine 

 1,859,300 conflict-affected people 
provided with access to primary health 
care services 

 
WASH 

 290,000 affected people provided with 
access to improved drinking water  

 270,000 affected people provided with 
access to safe means of excreta 
disposal  

 780,000 affected people reached with 
hygiene messages and sensitization 
activities 

 
Child protection 

 139,430 children received psychosocial 
support 

 2,200 separated and unaccompanied 
children received long-term alternative 
care arrangements 

 
Education 

 115,000 school-aged children accessed 
safe learning spaces 

 310,000 children provided with 
education-in-emergencies supplies and 
recreation materials 

Results from 2015 
 

As of 31 October 2015, UNICEF had 
received 37 per cent (US$43.45 million) of 
the US$116.9 million 2015 appeal, in 
addition to US$8 million carried forward 
from 2014. In 2015, 383,700 caregivers 
were reached with counselling on infant and 
young child feeding (IYCF), exceeding the 
target of 300,000. The caregivers were 
reached through community mother support 
groups trained by the Ministry of Health and 
UNICEF. Some 1,859,300 conflict-affected 
people (60 per cent children) benefitted 
from primary health care services. In child 
protection, despite a significant funding gap 
of 59 per cent, UNICEF was able to reach 
93,300 children with psychosocial support 
(67 per cent of the target). Much of this 
support was provided through community-
based child protection network members 
trained to reach these children. All 
separated children identified in the Sudan in 
2015 were reunified with their families or 
placed in alternative care. UNICEF 
supported nearly 31,900 children to 
continue their education through safe 
learning spaces; however, due to scarcity of 
funds, 80,000 targeted children were not 
reached. More than 210,900 people gained 
access to safe water, in part due to work in 
refugee sites in White Nile, where a few 
water points reached many refugees. In 
addition, 417,200 people benefited from 
hygiene messages and sensitization 

activities. 

Humanitarian 
Action for 
Children 
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Who to contact for further 
information: 

Geert Cappelaere 
Representative - Sudan 
Tel: +249 (0)156 553 670 ext. 300 
Email gcappelaere@unicef.org 

Yasmin Haque 
Deputy Director, Office of 
Emergency Programmes (EMOPS) 
Tel: +1 212 326 7150 
Email: yhaque@unicef.org 

Olav Kjorven 
Director, Public Partnership 
Division (PPD) 
Tel: +1 212 326 7160 
Email: okjorven@unicef.org 

 

www.unicef.org/appeals/sudan 

 

   Results are through 30 November 2015 unless otherwise noted. 
 

 

 
 
 

1 Total affected population figures are not available. The figure 5.4 million represents the total targeted population in the Humanitarian Response Plan 2015. 
2 Figures for the total number of affected children are not available. UNICEF estimates that 60 per cent of the population targeted for humanitarian 
assistance in the Humanitarian Response Plan 2015 are children. 
3 Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, ‘Sudan: Humanitarian Bulletin’, Issue 49, 30 November–6 December 2015. UNICEF estimates that 60 
per cent of internally displaced persons are children. 
4 Sudan Simple Spatial Surveying Method 2013. 
5 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, ‘Sudan Information Sharing Portal’, 30 November 2015. 
6 Note that the Sudan appeal in Humanitarian Action for Children 2015 reflects the Humanitarian Response Plan 2015 and is subject to change based on 

the Humanitarian Response Plan 2016 process of finalization and launch. 
7 Results for these indicators are through 30 October 2015. 

                                                                         

 
Cluster 2015 

target 
Cluster total 

results7 
UNICEF 

2015 target 
UNICEF 

total results 

NUTRITION 

Children aged 6 to 59 months affected by SAM admitted to 
treatment 

250,000 131,227 250,000 131,227 

Caregivers receiving IYCF counselling 300,000 383,786 300,000 383,786 

HEALTH 

Boys and girls under 1 year receiving the first dose of measles 
vaccine 

  498,457 311,859 

Conflict-affected people having access to primary health care 
services 

  1,859,300 1,880,000 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 

Affected people with access to improved drinking water 660,0008 354,036 290,0009 210,966 

Affected people with access to safe means of excreta disposal 370,00010 233,651 270,00011 139,083 

Affected people reached with hygiene messages and sensitization 
activities 

1,800,00012 700,953 780,00013 417,249 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Boys and girls receiving psychosocial support 279,873 84,584 139,43014 93,311 

Separated and unaccompanied boys and girls receiving long-term 
alternative care arrangements 

6,000 145,417 2,200 1,499 

EDUCATION 

School-aged boys and girls accessing safe learning spaces 180,000 84,584 115,000 31,895 

Children who have received education-in-emergencies supplies 
and recreational materials 

400,000 145,417 310,000 98,378 

 
Funding requirements 
 

UNICEF is requesting US$116.9 million to meet the humanitarian 
needs of children in the Sudan in 2016. As the United Nations in the 
Sudan has not yet reached an agreement with government 
authorities on affected population figures, the programme targets 
and the budget for Humanitarian Action for Children 2016 are the 
same as for Humanitarian Action for Children 2015. The context, 
humanitarian strategy and 2015 results have been updated. This 
funding will be used to support the national response to the 
country’s continuing armed conflicts, natural disasters and disease 
outbreaks, with critical emergency response for child protection, 
education, health, nutrition and WASH. 
  
 

Sector 
2016 requirements 

(US$) 

Nutrition 36,776,073 

Health 12,423,805 

Water, sanitation and hygiene 41,352,343 

Child protection 9,299,923 

Education 15,798,840 

Cluster/sector coordination 1,270,593 

Total 116,921,577 



 
 

Who to contact for further 
information: 

Geert Cappelaere 
Representative - Sudan 
Tel: +249 (0)156 553 670 ext. 300 
Email gcappelaere@unicef.org 

Yasmin Haque 
Deputy Director, Office of 
Emergency Programmes (EMOPS) 
Tel: +1 212 326 7150 
Email: yhaque@unicef.org 

Olav Kjorven 
Director, Public Partnership 
Division (PPD) 
Tel: +1 212 326 7160 
Email: okjorven@unicef.org 

 

www.unicef.org/appeals/sudan 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
8 660,000 people will be provided with new water facilities and 1.2 million people will be served through water supply system operation and maintenance 
(including operation of motorized systems, maintenance and rehabilitation of existing non-functioning facilities, water trucking and water chlorination). 
9 290,000 people were targeted with new water facilities and 950,000 people were targeted for water supply system operation and maintenance (including 
operation of motorized systems, maintenance and rehabilitation of existing non-functioning facilities, water trucking and water chlorination). 
10 370,000 people were targeted for the construction of new latrines and 250,000 people were targeted for the rehabilitation of existing latrines. 
11 400,200 people were targeted for the construction of new latrines and 219,800 people were targeted for the rehabilitation of existing latrines. 
12 1.8 million people were targeted to receive hygiene messages for the first time in 2015.  
13 780,000 people were targeted hygiene messages for the first time in 2015. In addition, 780,000 people and refugees were targeted for repeat messaging 
to reinforce behaviour change. 
14 139,430 children were targeted for enrolments in 2015. In addition 43,153 enrolled boys and girls were targeted for continued provision of psychosocial 
support. 
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