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Pacific Island countries 
Total affected population: 2.3 million 
Total affected children (under 18): 1.4 
million 
 
Total people to be reached in 2016: 
85,000 
Total children to be reached in 2016:  
51,000 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 programme targets  
 
Nutrition 
 800 children aged 6 to 59 months with 
global acute malnutrition identified and 
referred, including 120 children treated 
for severe acute malnutrition (SAM) 

 48,000 children under 5 years received 
micronutrient supplementation 

 18,200 caregivers of children aged 0 to 
23 months counselled on appropriate 
infant and young child feeding practices  

 

Health 
 50,000 children aged 6 to 59 months 
vaccinated against vaccine-preventable 
diseases 

 31 national cold room and cold storage 
facilities restored 

 

WASH 
 85,000 people provided with safe 
drinking water per agreed standards 

 85,000 people provided with sanitation 
and hygiene supplies 

 85,000 people provided with sanitation 
and hygiene promotion information 

 

Child protection 
 20,000 children accessed psychosocial 
relief through sensitized teachers, 
reading, discussion, play and resilience-
infused learning approaches 

 

Education 
 25,000 kindergarten and primary 
school-aged children accessed quality 
education (including through temporary 
facilities) 

 

Results from 2015 
 
At of 31 October 2015, UNICEF Pacific had 
received 91 per cent (US$9.3 million) of the 
US$10.17 million 2015 appeal. UNICEF 
results in 2015 reflect responses to the 
impact of Cyclone Pam in Kiribati, Solomon 
Islands, Tuvalu and Vanuatu; Cyclone 
Raquel in Solomon Islands; and Typhoon 
Maysak in the Federated States of 
Micronesia. UNICEF also supported four 
countries affected by El Niño-induced 
drought with assessment, planning, 
coordination, WASH (including in schools), 
health and nutrition assistance. This was 
not reflected in the 2015 appeal, which was 
based only on cyclone impacts. Most 
targets set in March 2015 were met or 
exceeded. Replacement of damaged and 
lost birth registration certificates surpassed 
expectations through an innovative mobile 
approach combined with community games 
and psychosocial recovery, which leveraged 
results to dramatically increase all birth 
registration and prompted new national 
regulations. Distribution of backpacks 
increased school enrolment, resulting in 
higher demand. The lower costs of health 
supplies meant more newborn care kits 
could be procured. There was lower than 
expected demand for temporary learning 
and child-friendly spaces and cold chain 
repairs. Provision of clean water and 
sanitation is ongoing and targets should be 
met by March 2016 as planned. 

Pacific Island populations are vulnerable to a wide range of natural hazards, many of which 
are exacerbated by the effects of climate change. Without support, the impacts of disasters 
in small, remote countries with dispersed populations can quickly exceed local coping 
capacities. As of late 2015, the Pacific sub-region is experiencing the strongest El Niño 
phenomenon recorded since 1997–1998.1 Drought warnings or alerts are in force for Fiji, 
Palau, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga and Vanuatu. National authorities are providing 
water and food relief to most-affected communities based on assessment results. Children 
are facing even higher risks of malnutrition due to drought, crop failure, salinization, 
bacterial pollution of water sources, water shortages and lack of sanitation. Some schools 
have closed or have low attendance rates due to water shortages and hungry and 
dehydrated children. Struggling families are exhausting coping mechanisms and children 
are facing increased protection risks when out foraging for food or water or when sent 
away from home. The impact of El Niño has been felt most heavily in places already 
affected by seasonal cyclones and typhoons, particularly Category 5 Cyclone Pam, which 
damaged 68 per cent of rainwater collection systems and contaminated water supplies in 
Vanuatu in 2015.2 More frequent, intense cyclones are expected in 2016 due to El Niño. 

Humanitarian strategy 
 

Cyclone and typhoon recovery efforts will 
continue and preparation for the 2016 Pacific 
cyclone season is underway, with a focus on 
building back better and strengthening 
community resilience, human capacity and 
emergency response mechanisms in the 
Pacific. At the same time, UNICEF is 
supporting Pacific Island governments to 
respond to El Niño-induced drought, 
particularly in Fiji, Solomon Islands and 
Vanuatu. This includes conducting 
assessments and responding to risks related 
to water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) in 
communities and schools; keeping children in 
school; preventing vaccine-preventable 
disease outbreaks; preventing and treating 
malnutrition; and responding to child 
protection risks. UNICEF is a leader in 
regional and national disaster response, 
including coordination, technical assistance 
and distribution of supplies. It is anticipated 
that UNICEF will also assist children 
impacted by the multiple intense cyclones 
predicted for 2016. The inter-agency cluster 
architecture will continue to be supported at 
two levels, the Pacific sub-region and the 
national, government-led clusters in affected 
countries, with both cyclone response and 
disaster-risk management measures. The 
2015 sector targets, which are in line with the 
Core Commitments for Children in 
Humanitarian Action and reflect commitments 
made through March 2016, will be 
maintained. New targets have been added 
that reflect the development of the 
programme and the response to El Niño. 

Humanitarian 
Action for 
Children 
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Who to contact for further 
information: 

Karen Allen 
Representative UNICEF 
Multi Country Office for Pacific 
Island Countries 
Tel: +679 3236135/3300439 
Email kallen@unicef.org 

 

Yasmin Haque 
Deputy Director, Office of 
Emergency Programmes (EMOPS) 
Tel: +1 212 326 7150 
Email: yhaque@unicef.org 

Olav Kjorven 
Director, Public Partnership 
Division (PPD) 
Tel: +1 212 326 7160 
Email: okjorven@unicef.org 

 

www.unicef.org/appeals/pacific_islands   

UNICEF results for all countries are through 30 November 2015 unless otherwise noted. These may exceed cluster results, which only apply to the 
response to Cyclone Pam in Vanuatu between March 2015 and July 2015. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                         
1 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme, ‘Pacific Islands Climate Outlook Forum Releases Regional Statement  on El Niño and 
Potential Impacts for the Pacific Islands for the first time’, SPREP, 9 November 2015, <www.sprep.org/climate-change/pacific-islands-climate-outlook-forum-
releases-regional-statement-on-el-nino-and-potential-impacts-for-the-pacific-islands-for-the-first-time>, accessed 16 December 2015. 
2 Government of Vanuatu, Second Phase Harmonized Assessment Report Vanuatu: Tropical Cyclone Pam, April 2015, 

<www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/vanuatu/document/second-phase-harmonized-assessment-report-april-2015>, accessed 16 December 
2015. 

 
Cluster 2015 

target 
Cluster total 

results 
UNICEF 

2015 target 
UNICEF 

total results 

NUTRITION 

Targeted caregivers of children aged 0 to 23 months with access to 
infant and young child feeding counselling 

6,500 7,574 7,500 9,538 

Children aged 6 to 59 months receiving micronutrient 
supplementation 

12,500 7,943 12,500 13,291 

HEALTH 

Children aged 6 to 59 months vaccinated for measles   25,000 24,336 

Children aged 1 to 15 years reached with new measles and rubella 
vaccines 

  94,000 103,676 

National cold room and cold chain equipment restored   31 18 

Affected primary health care facilities with adequate newborn care 
kits and services 

  25 62 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 

Emergency-affected population provided with access to safe water 
as per agreed standards 

110,000 74,321 85,000 51,394 

Emergency-affected population provided with sanitation and 
hygiene supplies 

110,000 76,114 85,000 43,385 

Emergency-affected population benefitting from hygiene and 
sanitation promotion messages 

110,000 140,299 85,000 79,960 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Children provided with access to safe spaces for psychosocial relief 
through counselling, socialization, play and learning 

  20,000 10,632 

People receiving birth registration for those with damaged or lost 
certificates as well as those who had never been registered 

  34,000 61,649 

EDUCATION 

Emergency-affected pre-school and primary school children with 
access to temporary learning spaces  

22,000 6,771 25,500 6,775 

Pre-school and school-age children that have received learning 
materials and school supplies 
 

22,540 17,688 25,500 28,192 

Sector 
2016 

requirements 
(US$) 

Nutrition 1,000,000 

Health 650,000 

Water, sanitation and 
hygiene 

2,000,000 

Child protection 400,000 

Education 550,000 

Cluster/sector coordination 400,000 

Total 5,000,000 

Funding requirements 
 
UNICEF is requesting US$5 million to meet the 
humanitarian needs of children in up to 14 affected Pacific 
Island countries in 2016. This funding will allow UNICEF to 
increase the capacity of affected countries to respond to 
ongoing and widely predicted natural hazards, particularly 
those linked to El Niño. UNICEF will focus on the provision 
of water supplies to communities, schools and health care 
centres during the drought, and on the prevention and 
treatment of malnutrition. Supplies will be pre-positioned to 
respond to the cyclone season. Community resilience 
programmes will also be scaled up.  
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