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Humanitarian
Action for
Children

Ethiopia
Ethiopia is facing its worst drought in decades, with over 10.2 million people2 in need of
food aid. Due to El Niño weather conditions, the situation is set to worsen in the coming
months. The failure of two consecutive rainy seasons, including the Kiremt rains, which
normally feed 80 to 85 per cent of the country between June and September, has
devastated livelihoods and greatly increased malnutrition rates across the country.3 An
estimated 435,000 children are in need of treatment for severe acute malnutrition (SAM),
and more than 1.7 million children, pregnant women and lactating women are in need of
supplementary feeding.4 More than 5.8 million people are in need of emergency water,
sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services.5 Water shortages have given rise to hygiene
issues, leading to water-related public health concerns, including scabies. The drought has
also affected school attendance, with more than 2 million children on the verge of dropping
out and over 3,000 schools at risk of closure.6 This has significantly increased children’s
vulnerability to protection concerns, including violence, exploitation, early marriage,
trafficking and abuse. As of November 2015, Ethiopia was also hosting more than 730,000
refugees from Eritrea, Somalia, South Sudan and the Sudan.7
Humanitarian strategy

Results from 2015

UNICEF will continue to scale up its
response to mitigate the impact of the current
drought on women and children. This will
involve working with partners to ensure that
children have adequate access to education,
health and nutrition care; safe water,
sanitation and hygiene facilities; and
protection support. Community resiliencebuilding efforts aimed at reducing the
vulnerability of women and children will
receive continuous support. In droughtaffected pastoral areas, UNICEF will work
with mobile health and nutrition teams to
provide access to life-saving health and
nutrition services. UNICEF, the World Health
Organization (WHO) and partners will
support the Ministry of Health to prevent and
control diseases, including scabies, measles
and diarrhoea. Community-based
management of acute malnutrition will be
used to provide severely malnourished
children with treatment. UNICEF and
partners will complement life-saving WASH
interventions with the establishment and
rehabilitation of water sources and the
dissemination of sanitation and hygiene
information. UNICEF will also facilitate
continued education for children affected by
emergencies and will support communitybased social protection structures that aim to
strengthen the traditional care and support
systems of local communities. UNICEF will
lead the nutrition and WASH clusters and colead the education and child protection subclusters. Working closely with the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), UNICEF will deliver life-saving
interventions to refugees and vulnerable host
communities in Gambella and Tigray.

UNICEF originally appealed for US$36.2
million and later revised the requirements to
US$55 million to reflect the additional
resources needed to respond to the El Niñodriven drought emergency and refugee
crises. As of 31 October 2015, a total of
US$30 million, or 55 per cent of the revised
requirements, had been received. An
additional US$11.5 million was carried
forward from 2014. The UNICEF targets for
treating severely malnourished children
steadily increased, from 254,000 in early
2015 to 350,000 in late 2015, due to the
deterioration of the nutritional situation.
UNICEF supported the Ministry of Health and
non-governmental organizations on SAM
management, reaching 257,878 children
through the provision of therapeutic food,
drugs and equipment to more than 15,000
therapeutic feeding sites. UNICEF supported
mobile health and nutrition teams to provide
life-saving care to more than 190,000 people
in the Afar and Somali regions. UNICEF
efforts resulted in over 805,745 people
gaining access to safe water in droughtaffected areas, and nearly 47,000 people
receiving key hygiene messages. Some
195,100 children affected by emergencies
were able to continue their education due to
the delivery of supplies and through teacher
trainings. The UNICEF-UNHCR partnership
continued to deliver results for refugee
children in 2015, with more than 50,000
South Sudanese refugee children vaccinated
against measles and polio and over 78,000
vulnerable children provided with critical child
protection services in refugee camps and host
communities.

Total affected population: 10.2 million
Total affected children (under 18): 5.7
million
Total people to be reached in 2016: 8
million
Total children to be reached in 2016:
6.8 million1

2016 programme targets
Nutrition
• 435,000 children under 5 years with
SAM admitted to therapeutic care
programmes
• 1.8 million children under 5 years
received vitamin A supplementation
Health
• 6.8 million children under 5 years
vaccinated against measles
• 5.85 million people provided with
access to health care facilities stocked
with emergency supplies and drugs
WASH
• 2.2 million people provided with access
to safe water (7.5-15 litres per person
per day)
• 1 million people reached with key health
promotion messages
Child protection
• 4,500 separated and unaccompanied
children registered in family tracing
services and received family-based or
appropriate alternative care
• 74,500 vulnerable children in refugee
camps, host communities and droughtaffected areas benefitted from critical
child protection in emergencies services
Education
• 430,000 school-aged children with
access to emergency education
programmes
• 130,000 refugee and host community
children received psychosocial support
in emergency education programmes
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Cluster 2015
target

Cluster total
results

UNICEF
2015 target

UNICEF
total results

350,000

257,878*

350,000

257,878

2,203,841

3,670,017

2,203,841

3,670,017

33,200

10,295*****

412,000

128,031**

5,309,347

4,081,413

108,000

19,641****

NUTRITION
Children under 5 years with SAM treated
Children under 5 years, pregnant women and breastfeeding women
screened for malnutrition and received vitamin A supplementation
and deworming treatment
Refugee children aged 6 to 59 months that received vitamin A
supplementation
HEALTH
Children and women who have sustained access to essential health
services for high-impact preventive and curative interventions in
Somali and Afar regions
Children under 5 years vaccinated against measles
Refugee and host community children vaccinated against measles
WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE
People in humanitarian situations accessing safe water (7.5-15 litres
per person per day) for drinking, cooking and personal hygiene
Children and women who receive critical WASH-related information
to prevent illness, especially diarrhoea
CHILD PROTECTION
Children in humanitarian situations vulnerable to violence,
exploitation and abuse accessing appropriate care and services
Identified vulnerable children, including separated and
unaccompanied children, reunited with their families/caregivers or
provided with an appropriate alternative care arrangement
EDUCATION
Children in humanitarian situations accessing formal and non-formal
education

1,244,100

1,568,742***

1,000,000

805,745

1,140,000

46,616

850,000

46,616******

-

-

67,000

78,934

-

-

5,000

1,085*****

201,682

197,700*****

136,000

195,100

Results are through 31 October 2015 unless otherwise noted
*January through September admissions.
**January through July results only due to reporting challenges at the district level.
*** WASH cluster results are higher than planned due to increased needs resulting from the current severe drought emergency.
****Low achievement because the responsive measles vaccination campaign was not conducted as planned. Vaccinations were given only at entry points.
***** Due to lower than planned arrivals of new refugees in 2015, this result is lower than expected.
***** Updated figures as of 15 November 2015.
******Due to funding shortages during the first half of the year, UNICEF prioritized access to water interventions.

2016 requirements
(US$)

Sector
Funding requirements
UNICEF requires US$106 million to respond adequately to the
evolving drought situation, South Sudanese and Eritrean refugees
and vulnerable host communities, in accordance with the
humanitarian requirements for 2016 and UNHCR appeals. Without
timely funding in 2016, women and children in Ethiopia facing food
insecurity, drought, floods and displacement will not receive
adequate assistance to fulfil their basic needs and realize their
rights.

Nutrition

34,000,000

Health

17,500,000

Water, sanitation and hygiene

35,000,000

Child protection

4,000,000

Education

12,000,000

Cluster/sector coordination

3,500,000

Total

Who to contact for further
information:

Gillian Mellsop
Representative- Ethiopia
Tel: +251 11 518 4001
Email gmillsop@unicef.org

Yasmin Haque
Deputy Director, Office of
Emergency Programmes (EMOPS)
Tel: +1 212 326 7150
Email: yhaque@unicef.org

106,000,000

Olav Kjorven
Director, Public Partnership
Division (PPD)
Tel: +1 212 326 7160
Email: okjorven@unicef.org
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The UNICEF measles vaccination response will reach more children than the number of children affected in 2016.
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January and August 2015, 219,388 children were admitted for SAM treatment. This represents an increase of 27 per cent compared with the number
reported during the same period last year. By the end of 2015, an estimated 350,000 children under 5 years are expected to be severely acutely
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