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Cameroon 
 
Total affected population: 4.1 million 
Total affected children (under 18): 2.3 
million 
 
Total people to be reached in 2016: 
1.2 million 
Total children to be reached in 2016: 
600,000 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instability in the Central African Republic and the ongoing conflict with Boko Haram have 
seriously impacted Cameroon. The country is now hosting more than 255,000 refugees from 
the Central African Republic, 68,000 refugees from Nigeria1 and more than 158,000 
internally displaced persons (IDPs).2 These populations are suffering from deteriorating food 
security, nutrition crises and epidemics, such as cholera and measles, especially in the Far 
North Region, which demonstrates the lowest development rate in Cameroon. Security 
constraints are challenging access to vulnerable populations in the Far North Region and in 
areas close to the border with the Central African Republic. Children are facing serious 
protection threats, including family separation, exploitation, abuse, arbitrary detention and 

abduction.  
 
Humanitarian strategy 

 
Working with the Government of 
Cameroon and humanitarian partners, 
UNICEF is responding to the urgent needs 
of conflict-affected and most vulnerable 
populations. UNICEF is working with the 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) to ensure access to 
health, water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH), nutrition, protection and 
education services for Central African and 
Nigerian refugees. UNICEF is also working 
with host communities and providing 
assistance to internally displaced persons. 
Improving children’s access to education 
and protection services is a top priority. In 
response to the crisis in the Central 
African Republic, UNICEF is improving 
sustainable access to social services for 
both refugees and the Cameroonian 
population. The integrated management of 
acute malnutrition and the prevention and 
treatment of cholera are being supported 
through supply prepositioning and 
behaviour change programming. UNICEF 
is using an integrated approach to 
strengthening synergies between key 
sectors and building resilience among 
vulnerable populations. UNICEF is also 
supporting the technical coordination 
groups led by the Government in WASH, 

education, nutrition and child protection.  

 

2016 programme targets  
 
Nutrition 

 59,300 Cameroonian children admitted 
to programmes for SAM management  

 4,900 children from the Central African 
Republic and Nigeria (refugees and host 
populations) admitted to programmes 
for the management of acute 
malnutrition  

  
Health and HIV 

 119,000 refugee children aged 6 
months to 15 years from the Central 
African Republic and Nigeria vaccinated 
against measles 

 
WASH 

 25,000 persons from the Central African 
Republic accessed sufficient water of 
appropriate quality and quantity for 
drinking, cooking and maintaining 
personal hygiene 

 15,000 persons from Nigeria received 
hygiene kits with appropriate hygiene 
messages  

 
Child protection 

 4,650 separated and unaccompanied 
children received appropriate alternative 
care services  

 155,000 children benefitted from 
psychosocial support 

 
Education 

 87,500 children accessed formal or non-
formal basic education (including pre-
primary schools and early childhood 
learning spaces) 

 
 
 
Results from 2015 

 
As of 31 October 2015, UNICEF had 
received 24 per cent (US$9.57 million) of 
the US$39.9 million 2015 appeal, in addition 
to US$2.9 million carried forward from 2014. 
At the end of October 2015, 48,000 children 
under 5 years suffering from severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM), including 4,300 
refugees from the Central African Republic 
and Nigeria, had been admitted to nutrition 
centres, and 11,600 had received a WASH 
kit with key hygiene messages. Nearly 
227,000 children, including 83,436 children 
from the Central African Republic, were 
vaccinated against measles. UNICEF also 
provided psychosocial support to nearly 
52,000 refugee and displaced children and 
assisted the reunification or placement in 
alternative care of almost 3,300 
unaccompanied and separated children. 
UNICEF provided teaching and learning 
supplies to more than 67,300 refugees and 
displaced children. Lack of funding and 
challenges accessing vulnerable 
populations constrained the achievement of 

expected WASH and nutrition results. 

Humanitarian 
Action for 
Children 
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Who to contact for further 
information: 

Felicite Tchibindat 
Representative- Cameroon 
Tel: + 222 22 03 93 
Email ftchibindat@unicef.org 

Yasmin Haque 
Deputy Director, Office of 
Emergency Programmes (EMOPS) 
Tel: +1 212 326 7150 
Email: yhaque@unicef.org 

Olav Kjorven 
Director, Public Partnership 
Division (PPD) 
Tel: +1 212 326 7160 
Email: okjorven@unicef.org 

 

www.unicef.org/appeals/cameroon 

 

 

Sector response  UNICEF response 

2015 target Total results 2015 target Total results 

SAHEL NUTRITION CRISIS 

Children under 5 years with SAM admitted to 
therapeutic care 

58,000 43,693 58,000 43,693 

Affected children with SAM who received a wash kit 
with key hygiene messages 

58,000 11,655 30,000 11,655 

People who have access to appropriate basic sanitation 
facilities (latrines) 

150,000 58,740 100,000 58,740 

Children under 1 year immunized against measles 259,382 143,484 259,382 143,484 

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC REFUGEE RESPONSE 

Children under 5 years (in refugee sites) with SAM 
admitted to therapeutic care 

11,000 3,410 11,000 3,410 

Affected families who received a wash kit with key 
hygiene messages outside of refugee site 

40,000 2,591 30,000 2,591 

People who have access to potable water  150,000 51,000 50,000 13,500 

People who have access to appropriate basic sanitation 
facilities (latrines) 

150,000 10,300 50,000 6,700 

Children aged 6 months to 15 years immunized against 
measles in Adamawa and East regions  

99,000 83,436 99,000 83,436 

Children accessing psychosocial support  18,500 16,282 

Households who received at least two long-lasting 
insecticidal nets in Adamawa and East regions 

48,400 8,085 24,200 8,085 

Children with access to temporary learning spaces  21,846 16,025 21,846 16,025 

Children benefitting from teaching and learning supplies 81,911 31,057 68,750 31,057 

NIGERIA + CRISIS 

Children under 5 years (in refugee sites) with SAM 
admitted to care 

842 896 842 896 

Children benefitting from teaching and learning supplies 101,492 36,285 56,250 36,285 

Children accessing psychosocial support 
 

20,000 35,512* 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                                                                         
1 Data provided by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees as of November 2015. 
2 Data provided by the International Organization for Migration as of November 2015. 

Sector  
2016 requirements 

(US$) 

 Nutrition  7,200,000 

 WASH  7,250,000 

 Health and HIV  2,950,000 

 Child protection  4,900,000 

 Education  8,850,000 

 Sector coordination  250,000 

 TOTAL  31,400,000 

Funding requirements 
 
In line with the country’s inter-agency 2016 Humanitarian Response 
Plan and refugee response plans, UNICEF is requesting US$31.4 
million to meet the humanitarian needs of children in Cameroon in 
2016. This includes US$3.3 million beyond the Humanitarian 
Response Plan to cover coordination costs across all sectors 
(nutrition, WASH, child protection, education and health in 
emergencies) and operational costs related to common services. 
Funding will allow UNICEF to continue to respond to these 
overlapping humanitarian crises, focusing on the survival and 
protection of children affected by the crises in the Central African 
Republic and Nigeria, as well as the nutrition crisis. 


	Cameroon

