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Heavy rainfall triggers flooding in Guinea, Sierra Leone, and Sudan while Senegal and Cote d’Ivoire remain dry 

1.   A poor start to the 
rainfall season across 
Senegal and the Gambia has 
resulted in abnormal dryness. 

2.   Heavy rainfall last week, following a wet weather pattern 
in July, caused flash flooding in Sierra Leone. Continued 
heavy rainfall will maintain a high flood risk.

3.   Above-average rainfall in Sudan triggered flooding in 
Khartoum, River Nile, Gadarif states in the east, and Darfur 
state last week. Heavy rainfall is forecast again next week.

4.   Parts of Eritrea and northeastern Ethiopia have developed 
rainfall deficits over several weeks. Dryness is likely to persist 
due to the short rainfall season.

5.   Southern Cameroon and Equatorial Guinea have received 
inconsistent and below-normal rainfall over the past 90-days. 

6.   Abnormal dryness has developed in southern Cote d’Ivoire due to 
fewer rainy days. Seasonal rainfall is forecast next week.
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Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Overview

Heavy rainfall continues across Guinea and Sierra Leone 
Last week, heavy rainfall was observed across Guinea, Sierra Leone, 
and parts of Mali, with totals exceeding 100 mm (Figure 1). Well-
distributed and above-normal rainfall was similarly observed in 
Liberia, Burkina Faso, Niger, and parts of Cote d’Ivoire. Meanwhile, 
below-average rainfall was observed in Senegal, western Nigeria, 
and Benin.

Since June, Guinea and Sierra Leone have experienced an abnormal 
rainfall pattern. Positive rainfall anomalies, ranging between 100-
500 mm, have been observed in Guinea- Conakry, Sierra Leone, 
and southern Mali. Meanwhile, deficits are growing between 50-
100+ mm in Senegal and southern Mauritania (Figure 2). Similarly, 
moisture deficits in southern Cote d’Ivoire are persisting due to a 
mid-season dry spell. Rainfall has improved over the last several 
weeks reducing dry conditions in central Nigeria, with some 
flooding reported in Abuja. Rainfall has been sufficient throughout 
most of West Africa since July, which is attributed to an average to 
an above-average position of the Inter-tropical front.

Next week, models suggest the pattern will not change much. 
Suppressed rain should continue across Senegal, while rains 
remain heavy (>100mm) over Guinea, Sierra Leone, and southern 
Mali. Throughout the remainder of West Africa, rains should 
be well-distributed and at least as much in quantity as normal. 
  
Seasonal deficits are deepening in northern Ethiopia
Much of East Africa received widespread and near normal rainfall 
last week, with heavy rainfall in Sudan, resulting in 30-day moisture 
surpluses greater than 100 mm and flooding in some parts (Figure 
1). Meanwhile, northern Ethiopia and Eritrea received below-
average rainfall resulting in negative anomalies ranging between 
10-50 mm. Since July, dry conditions have developed over the 
Amhara, Tigre, and Afar states of Ethiopia, and parts of Eritrea.  
  
Next week, heavy rainfall is forecast across Sudan and South 
Sudan with more than 50 mm likely in some areas. Additional flash 
flooding and high river levels along the Nile and tributaries are 
also expected. Normal rainfall amounts are forecast in northern 
Ethiopia, while rainfall amounts are expected to increase across 
northeastern DRC.
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Figure 2: ARC 3-Month Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Valid: June 1 - August 6, 2019 

Figure 1: RFE 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: July 31 - August 6, 2019 
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Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards
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1.    Long-term moisture deficits have resulted in 
abnormal dryness most prominently along the 
southern coast of Hispaniola, and the northern 
coast of the Dominican Republic. 

2.   Poor rainfall performance since June has 
resulted in abnormal dryness throughout Belize 
and parts of Guatemala. 

2.   Since May moisture deficits have significantly increased in 
Honduras and Nicaragua, resulting in abnormal dryness and drought.   

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Temperatures 
Temperatures averaged above normal throughout 
most of the region last week with the largest positive 
anomalies (5-7°C) observed across Afghanistan. Maximum 
temperatures ranged in the low to mid-30s°C across north-
central Kazakhstan and into the mid-40s°C across in parts 
of Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. Varied 
temperatures are forecast across Central Asia next week 
as a couple of cold fronts are likely to move east across 
Kazakhstan.

Precipitation
Last week, scattered rainfall strengthened abnormally 
dry conditions across northwestern Kazakhstan resulting 
in drought. The drought conditions developed following 
90-day precipitation deficits ranging between 50-100 
mm. Next week, 10-25 mm of rainfall is forecast for 
northwestern Kazakhstan over drought areas. A monsoon 
is also expected to move west across central India and may bring heavy rainfall to southeast Pakistan. 
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Below-average rainfall maintains dry conditions across Central America 
Last week, Belize received between 75-100 mm of rainfall for the second week providing partial relief to abnormal dryness in the 
country. Seasonal rainfall has been registered over Honduras, El Salvador, Costa Rica, and Panama, while more moderate rainfall has 
been recorded in southern Guatemala and eastern Nicaragua. However, most of Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Costa Rica 
recorded rainfall deficits over the past week. Over the past-30 days, significantly below-average rainfall has been observed in southern 
Belize, central and northern Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. In northern Guatemala, there have been less than ten rainy days in 
the past month. Next week, below-average rainfall is forecast over eastern Nicaragua and Honduras and will likely strengthen dryness 
in both countries and Guatemala. Heavier rainfall is expected over the coast of Central America facing the Eastern Pacific Ocean.    
 

Hispaniola receives light seasonal rainfall 
Last week, moderate to heavy rainfall was observed in central Haiti and neighboring areas of the Dominican Republic, several local areas 
received more than 200 mm of rainfall. Central Haiti and the central-eastern Dominican Republic have received more than 200 mm of 
rainfall in the past 30-days. Elsewhere, seasonal rainfall was observed. Southern Haiti and neighboring areas in the Dominican Republic, 
including many coastal areas of Hispaniola, continue to experience abnormal dryness. Light rainfall last week resulted in negative 7-day 
anomalies, reflecting a poor rainfall pattern that has persisted since June. The most significant moisture deficits (<50% of normal) are 
along the southern coastline of the island and in the eastern Dominican Republic. Next week, widespread seasonal rainfall is forecast 
across the Hispaniola.
 
 
 

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Figure 4: GEFS Ensemble Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Ending: August 14, 2019

Figure 5: CMORPH Rainfall Climatology (mm)      
Valid: August 6 - 12, 2019


