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Dryness develops in northern Ethiopia, while heavy rainfall and flooding is likely in southern Sudan

1.   Rainfall across southern 
Senegal last week helped 
to relieve abnormal dryness 
in the region. Dry conditions, 
however, are likely to persist as below-average rainfall 
continues. 

2.   Increased rainfall last week across Nigeria has provided relief 
to deficit areas in the country. Heavier rainfall is forecast for 
next week. 

3.   Sudan has received near-average rainfall. Heavy rainfall 
forecast next week may trigger flooding in the south.  

4.   Abnormal dryness has developed across Eritrea and 
northeastern Ethiopia due to below-average rainfall. Deficits are 
likely to recover by the end of August.

5.   Dry conditions in Cameroon have extended into southern parts of 
the country including Gabon. Light rainfall is forecast for next week. 

6.   Cote d’Ivoire continues to experience below-average rainfall, resulting in abnormal dryness. 
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Africa Overview

Heavy rainfall is expected over coastal Guinea and Sierra Leone
Last week, a significant increase in rainfall was observed 
across Senegal, with lighter rainfall recorded in southeastern 
Cote d’Ivoire and southern Ghana (Figure 1). Below-average 
rainfall has continued along the coast of Senegal over the past 
two weeks. Additionally, despite a consistent and widespread 
distribution of rainfall over the past several weeks, parts of 
West Africa remain dry, and excessive moisture over Guinea and 
Sierra Leone have worsened ground conditions in some areas.  
 
Since June, western Guinea and Sierra Leone have received 
significant rainfall. Positive rainfall anomalies between 50-
300 mm have been recorded in Guinea-Bissau, Guinea-
Conakry, and Sierra Leone. Meanwhile, Liberia, Mali, Burkina 
Faso, Niger, northern Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana, Togo, Benin, and 
southwest Nigeria have experienced lighter rainfall (Figure 
2). The favorable distribution of rainfall during the past few 
weeks has also been attributed to an average to above-average 
northerly position of the Inter-Tropical Front across West Africa. 
 
Next week, heavy rainfall is forecast to continue across 
Guinea-Conakry, Sierra Leone, and northern Cote d’Ivoire, 
and along the Nigeria and Cameroon border. Flooding 
is also likely in southern Sudan due to heavy rainfall. 
 
Northeastern Ethiopia remains abnormally dry, while the 
northwest receives heavy rainfall 
Last week, western Uganda received near-average rainfall resulting 
in flooding and landslides in Bundibugyo District and surrounding 
areas. Meanwhile, dry conditions are developing in northeastern 
Ethiopia, with 50 to 100 mm deficits over the past two months. 
Dry conditions are expected to recover by the end of August. 
Next week, moderate to heavy rainfall is forecast in northern 
DRC, western Uganda, and South Sudan. Above-average seasonal 
rainfall is also expected in western Kenya and the border area with 
eastern Uganda. 
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Figure 2: ARC 2-Month Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Valid: June 1 - July 28, 2019 

Figure 1: RFE 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: July 22 - 28, 2019 
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Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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  1. Continued below-average rainfall following a 
poor start to the rainy season has resulted in 
abnormal dryness along southern Haiti and into 
several parts of the Dominican Republic.

  2. Poor rainfall and extended dry spells since 
May have caused abnormal dryness in Belize, 
Guatemala, southern Honduras, and northern 
Nicaragua. Drought conditions have also appeared 
across Honduras and Nicaragua. 
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Temperatures 
Last week, the mean surface temperature was typically 
near normal across Central Asia except in central Uzbekistan 
and Turkmenistan, where temperatures exceeded 45°C. 
Maximum daytime temperatures are expected to be 
cooler compared to the previous week, with continued 
near-normal temperatures and possibly above-normal 
temperatures between 8-12°C in Tajikistan and northern 
Afghanistan.

Precipitation
Last week, flash flooding and landslides were reported 
across northern Pakistan. Meanwhile, well-distributed 
rainfall between 5-50 mm recorded across northern 
Kazakhstan brought moisture relief to dry areas that 
developed due to poor rainfall during the previous weeks. An 
analysis of moisture and rainfall anomalies since mid-June 
suggests abnormal dryness across northern Kazakhstan is 
persistent. Next week, no rainfall is forecast across Central Asia, while northeastern Kazakhstan, Pakistan, and northeastern Afghanistan 
will receive seasonal rainfall. Northern Pakistan is expected to receive heavier amounts of more than 50 mm, which may trigger flooding. 
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Long-term moisture deficits continue to deepen in Honduras and Nicaragua
Last week, Belize received heavy rainfall of more than 100 mm. Rainfall performance was normal across El Salvador, Costa Rica, 
and Panama. Light rainfall amounts of less than 25mm were observed in western Nicaragua, central and northern Honduras, as 
well as central and northern Guatemala, registering rainfall deficits for the week. Below-average rainfall in these countries has been 
persistent since early June. Substantial rainfall deficits are evident in southern Belize, central and northern Guatemala, Honduras, and 
Nicaragua. The observed deficits exceed between 200mm and 300mm and correspond to about 50% of normal rainfall in most areas. 
Similar conditions are widespread in Honduras and northern Nicaragua, where a poor rainfall pattern has continued since early May 
in some areas. Next week, below-average rainfall is forecast to continue across interior parts of the region, maintaining dryness in 
Nicaragua, Honduras, and Guatemala. Heavier rainfall totals exceeding 50 mm are forecast for Pacific facing portions of the region. 
 

Increased moisture and widespread rainfall are forecast this week. Last week, heavy rainfall was observed in central and northern 
Haiti and neighboring areas of the Dominican Republic. These areas received more than 200mm of rainfall. Improved moisture was 
observed in Monte Plata province in the Dominican Republic and neighboring areas, where 7-day totals reached 100mm. However, the 
weather pattern still resulted in negative 7-day rainfall anomalies across many southern coastal portions of the island. Despite increased 
rainfall across northern Haiti, poor rainfall performance since June persists. Many parts of Haiti and the eastern Dominican Republic are 
exhibiting rainfall deficits of 100-200mm or more for the period. These deficits are most significant (<50% of normal) along the southern 
coastline of the island and in the eastern Dominican Republic. Early next week, above-average rainfall is forecast, with widespread moder-
ate to heavy rainfall across the island, providing an opportunity to relieve dryness.  
 
 
 

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Figure 4: GEFS Ensemble Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Ending: August 7, 2019

Figure 5: CMORPH Rainfall Climatology (mm)      
Valid: July 30 - August 5, 2019


