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The Greater Horn of Africa and Angola remain dry 

1. Moisture deficits
develop across Ethiopia,
the Jubba and Shabelle
River basins of Somalia, and
Kenya. Next week, below-average rainfall is expected to
strengthen dryness.

2. Poorly distributed precipitation in September and October,
paired with high daytime temperatures caused abnormal early
season dryness across Botswana, South Africa, Swaziland and
Lesotho.

3. Several weeks of poor rainfall caused irregular dryness across
Madagascar.

4. Below-normal rainfall and warmer than average temperatures
strengthened dryness in central Angola.

5. High temperatures of 4-8°C above-average are likely to strengthen
dryness across South Africa, Namibia, and Botswana.
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Dryness worsens in the Greater Horn of Africa 
Last week, the Greater Horn of Africa received poorly distributed 
rains. Light rains were recorded across the Somali region of Ethiopia, 
northern Somalia, and in eastern Kenya. Moderate showers were 
received over the Jubba and Shabelle river basins of southern 
Somalia (Figure 1). Seasonal rainfall remained less (5- 50mm) across 
southwestern Kenya, South Sudan, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi and 
northern Tanzania. A few heavier showers were observed in central 
Ethiopia.

Following increased precipitation in late October, the return to drier 
conditions earlier this month has strengthened dryness. Strong 
moisture deficits remain across the Shabelle and Jubba River basins 
of southern Somalia, and the southern Somali region of eastern 
Ethiopia, with expanded dryness in central and eastern Kenya last 
week (Figure 2). Dry conditions are associated with a delayed or 
infrequent rainfall. Newly apparent 30- day deficits are present in 
South Sudan and northeastern DRC.

Next week, increased rainfall is expected in southern Ethiopia, 
southern Somalia, and northern Kenya, while reduced rainfall 
is expected over southern Kenya and northern Tanzania. The 
amounts forecast are likely to strengthen moisture deficits into 
mid-November over southern Kenya, while central and southern 
Ethiopia are likely to see above-average rainfall amounts.

Poor rainfall has led to early seasonal dryness in southern Africa 
Last week, rainfall was below-average in southern Africa. Deficits 
were small, with the largest deficits (25-50mm) in Angola. Rains 
were scattered and light across eastern South Africa, Swaziland, 
southern Mozambique, and eastern Zimbabwe. Heavier rains were 
observed in northern Mozambique, Madagascar, and northwest 
Angola (Figure 1).

In the past weeks, short periods of above-average seasonal rainfall 
were recorded in southern Africa. Inconsistent seasonal rainfall has 
led to early season dryness in South Africa and Angola, with moisture 
deficits (25- 50mm) rapidly developing in Botswana, Zimbabwe, 
Zambia and Mozambique (Figure 2). Since late October, daytime 
maximum temperatures have been above average in Angola and 
South Africa.

Next week, below-average rain is forecast across much of the 
southern Africa. Light to moderate rains are expected in eastern 
South Africa, northern Angola, northern Mozambique and 
Madagascar, while the remaining areas should expect little rain. 
Maximum temperatures are also expected to remain above average 
in Namibia, Botswana, and South Africa.
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Figure 1: RFE2 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: November 07 - 13, 2018 

Figure 2: ARC 30-Day Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Valid: October 15 - November 13, 2018
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Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards
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1. A poor rainfall distribution since May has
resulted in dryness across Hispaniola. Seasonal
dryness remains throughout Haiti.

2. Following a poor Primera rainfall season and
poorly-distributed Postrera rainfall dryness has
developed across Honduras and western and
northern Nicaragua.

3. Since early August, below-average rainfall has strengthened
dryness in central Guatemala

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Temperatures 
Last week, below normal temperatures were observed in 
Kazakhstan, with slightly below normal temperatures in the 
south. Both minimum and maximum daily temperatures 
remained below freezing in northern Kazakhstan, and 
in the higher elevations of Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and 
northeastern Afghanistan reporting less than -15°C. Next 
week, a return to near normal temperatures is forecast in 
the region. However, minimum temperatures are likely to 
fall below -20°C in eastern Kazakhstan.

Precipitation
Decreased amounts of precipitation were received 
throughout the region, compared to last week. The 
highest precipitation amounts of 10-22mm of snow were 
registered in eastern Kazakhstan, and lighter precipitation 
amounts in the higher elevations of Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan 
and northeastern Afghanistan. 

Next week, decreased precipitation (5-25mm) is forecast 
with light to moderate precipitation in northern Kazakhstan and in the higher elevations of Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan.
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Dryness develops along the Atlantic Basin of Central America
Since mid-October, drier than average conditions have been observed in northern Guatemala, northern Belize, Honduras, eastern El 
Salvador, northeastern Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama. The largest (> 100 mm) rainfall deficits were recorded in northern and eastern 
Honduras, Costa Rica, and Panama. The uneven distribution of rainfall over the past few weeks has also contributed to below-average 
Postrera, rainfall from August to November, in central Guatemala, Honduras, northern Nicaragua, and Costa Rica, where ninety-day 
moisture deficits ranged between 100-500 mm. This past week, below-average rainfall was received over Central America. As the second 
rainfall season is approaching its end, the likelihood of relieving dryness in impacted areas.  

Next week, increased rainfall is possible over the Atlantic coastlines of Central America, with heavy rainfall along the Gulf of Honduras and 
Caribbean coasts of Nicaragua, and southern Caribbean. Little to no rainfall is forecast in southern Guatemala, the Gulf of Fonseca, western 
and central Nicaragua, and northwestern Costa Rica.

Long-term rainfall deficits have maintained dryness in Hispaniola
Since mid-August, poorly distributed below-average seasonal rainfall (100-33mm) was received throughout Hispaniola. Meanwhile, above-
average rainfall was received in central Haiti, west-central and eastern Dominican Republic. Dry conditions are the result of prolonged dry 
spells during September and October. In the past month, below-average rainfall continued in Haiti and the Dominican Republic. This past 
week, light to moderate rainfall was received in central Haiti and central and eastern Dominican Republic, while little to no rainfall was 
observed elsewhere. 

Next week, increased rainfall is expected over Hispaniola, with moderate rainfall over the central and southern portions of Haiti and west-
central and eastern Dominican Republic. Light rainfall is expected elsewhere. The forecast rain is associated with the development of an 
active Tropical wave over portions of the Leeward Islands early next week.

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Figure 4: GEFS Ensemble Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Ending: November 21, 2018

Figure 5: CMORPH rainfall climatology (mm) 
Valid: November 14 - 20, 2018


