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Dryness remains in the Greater Horn of Africa, and early season dryness is observed in southern Africa 

1.   Delayed seasonal rainfall 
followed by modest 
precipitation has increased 
dryness in Ethiopia, the Jubba 
and Shabelle River basins of Somalia, and Kenya. 

2.    Poorly distributed precipitation in the last two months 
coupled with high daytime temperatures has resulted in 
abnormal early season dryness across southern Botswana, 
South Africa, Swaziland and Lesotho.  

3.    Several consecutive weeks of poor rainfall has led to abnormal 
dryness across central and western Madagascar.
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Weather Hazards Summary
Africa Overview

Dryness worsens throughout parts of Ethiopia, Kenya, and Somalia
Last week, poorly distributed rainfall amounts were observed across 
the Greater Horn compared to the previous week. Little to no rainfall 
was received across the Somali region of eastern Ethiopia, central 
and northern Somalia, and in northern and southeastern Kenya. 
Isolated, moderate showers were received over southern Shabelle 
River basin of southern Somalia, with heavier rainfall totals received 
across central Kenya (Figure 1). Across central and southwestern 
Kenya, South Sudan, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, and northern 
Tanzania, fewer seasonal rainfall amounts were recorded (5-50mm). 

Below-average rainfall this past week has occurred at a time 
when seasonal rainfall typically reaches its peak in intensity and 
distribution. The opportunity for moisture recovery is expected to 
decrease over the next couple of weeks. Last week, strong moisture 
deficits remained concentrated across the Shabelle and Jubba River 
basins of southern Somalia, the southern Somali region of eastern 
Ethiopia, and abnormal dryness spread into eastern Kenya (Figure 
2). Much of the abnormal dryness is associated with a delayed (3-4 
week) onset or infrequent rainfall distribution. Given the brevity 
of seasonal rainfall in the region, continued dryness into mid-late 
November is likely to impact pastoral and agro-pastoral areas and 
water availability. 

Next week, well distributed rainfall is forecast over southern Ethiopia 
and southern Somalia, while fewer amounts likely to strengthen 
moisture deficits into mid-November, are forecast over eastern 
Kenya. Northern Somalia is likely to receive light to moderate rainfall. 

Poor rainfall in October caused early season dryness in southern 
Africa
Last week, southern Africa received well distributed seasonal rainfall, 
although total amounts were much less compared to the previous 
week across Angola and Namibia. Increased rainfall was registered 
over western States of South Africa, southern Mozambique, and 
northern Madagascar (Figure 1).

Over the past several weeks, periods of above-average seasonal 
rainfall throughout southern Africa have been short-lived. The 
inconsistency in seasonal rainfall has caused early season dryness 
throughout South Africa, Angola, with moisture deficits (25- 
50mm) rapidly developing in Botswana, Zimbabwe, Zambia and 
Mozambique (Figure 2). Since late October, daytime maximum 
temperatures have been above average in Angola and South Africa, 
where moisture stress and increased evapotranspiration is likely to 
impact early season cropping activities.

Next week, heavy precipitation is forecast across western Angola. 
Below average rainfall is expected further south and east, which 
is likely to strengthen early season dryness over eastern Angola, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, Botswana, and South Africa. Maximum 
temperatures are also forecast to remain above-average over dry 
regions in South Africa and Angola.
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Figure 1: RFE2 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: October 31- November 06, 2018 

Figure 2: ARC 30-Day Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Valid: October 08 - November 06, 2018
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Weather Hazards Summary

Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards

1.   Poor rainfall distribution since May has resulted 
in significant seasonal dryness throughout 
Hispaniola. While conditions have improved, 
seasonal dryness remains over several parts of 
Haiti.

2.   Dry conditions have developed following a poor 
Primera rainy season and poorly distributed 
Postrera precipitation across Honduras and 
Nicaragua.

3.   Since early August, below-average rainfall has                                      
strengthened moisture deficits in central Guatemala.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Temperatures 
Last week, below-normal temperatures (4-8°C) were 
observed across southwest Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, and 
Uzbekistan. Minimum temperatures fell below freezing 
in Kazakhstan, and in higher elevations of Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan and northeastern Afghanistan where some 
areas reported less than -10°C. Next week, below-
normal temperatures are forecast throughout eastern 
Kazakhstan, and parts of Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan. 
Minimum temperatures are likely to fall below -20°C across 
the region. 

Precipitation
Last week, increased and well distributed precipitation 
was received across northern parts of Afghanistan and 
Iran, and southern parts of Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan, 
Tajikistan, and Kyrgyzstan with some regions registering 
amounts more than 25mm. Next week, precipitation is 
expected in the northeast, with widespread rainfall over 
eastern Kazakhstan and high-elevation snow (10—50mm) 
across northern Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan. 
A heavy snow hazard is posted for areas where snowfall 
amounts likely to exceed 30 cm are forecast.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Weather Hazards Summary

Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Below-average rainfall is expected over Central America next week
Last week, below-average rainfall was observed over Central America. Guatemala, Honduras, and northern Nicaragua received little to 
no rainfall, while some areas experienced moderate rainfall. The heaviest rainfall exceeded 100 mm and was registered over the Quiché 
department of western Guatemala and coastal areas of Panama. Thirty-day rainfall deficits strengthened and surpassed 100 mm over 
eastern Honduras and northeastern Nicaragua due to several weeks of below-average rainfall. Since early August to present, while seasonal 
above-average rainfall was registered over southwestern Guatemala, El Salvador, and eastern Nicaragua, seasonal deficits were recorded in 
central Guatemala, much of Honduras, and northern Nicaragua, indicating a poor performance of the Postrera, August-November rainfall 
season. Continued poor rainfall over the next few weeks could increase moisture deficits.

Next week, below-average to light rainfall is forecast again throughout Central America, particularly along the Atlantic tier of the region. No 
tropical cyclone activity is expected over the Atlantic Basin.
 

Dryness remains in Hispaniola following weeks of light rainfall  
Last week, poor rainfall distribution continued over Hispaniola. Heavy rainfall fell over central Haiti and western Dominican Republic, while 
below-average rainfall was received elsewhere. Due to consecutive weeks of poor rainfall, negative thirty-day rainfall anomalies strength-
ened across the Island, except in central Haiti, and parts of the Dominican Republic, where positive anomalies were observed. Since early 
August to date, seasonal deficits ranging between 100—300mm were registered in southern parts of Hispaniola. 

Next week, passing Tropical waves across the Greater Antilles could bring moderate showers over central Haiti and central Dominican Re-
public. Light rainfall is expected elsewhere. Continued poor rains in the next weeks could strengthen dryness. 
 

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Figure 4: GEFS Ensemble Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: November 8 - 14, 2018

Figure 5: CMORPH rainfall climatology (mm)      
Valid: November 07 - 13, 2018


