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Rainfall continues in southern Africa, while seasonal dryness strengthens in Kenya and Somalia 

1. Heavy rainfall forecast
next week may trigger
flooding across eastern
Tanzania, and coastal regions of
southeastern Kenya.
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Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Overview

Late start to seasonal rainfall over East Africa 
This past week, light to moderate rainfall was observed across 
the Greater Horn, following a relatively dry first half of  October. 
Rainfall was well distributed in eastern Oromia and Ogaden 
regions of eastern Ethiopia and northwestern Somalia, but failed 
to extend into northern and eastern Kenya, and southern Somalia. 
Seasonably favorable rainfall, ranging between 25-74 mm (Figure 
1), was received across South Sudan, Uganda, and southwestern 
Kenya, while little rainfall was recorded over the bimodal regions 
of northern Tanzania.

Increased rainfall deficits are expected across the Shabelle and 
Juba River basins of southern Somalia extending into central and 
eastern Kenya, where deficits already exceed 25mm (Figure 2). In 
the past month, seasonal precipitation has been absent or limited 
in many parts of the region. Below-average rainfall has also been 
recorded in eastern Ethiopia despite an increase in rainfall further 
north last week. Normally, seasonal rainfall reaches its peak 
through the end of October into November, before decreasing by 
mid to late November. 

Next week, continued light to moderate rainfall is expected 
throughout eastern Ethiopia and northern Somalia, with fewer 
amounts over eastern Kenya and southern Somalia. In Kenya, 
near the Lake Victoria region, below-average rainfall is expected, 
while large accumulations are forecast over eastern Tanzania and 
southeastern Kenya.

Early seasonal dryness developing in South Africa 
Last week, moderate to heavy rainfall was recorded throughout 
southern Africa. Seasonal rainfall was received across eastern 
Angola, southern DRC, northern Zambia, and South Africa, while 
western Angola and northern South Africa received reduced 
amounts. Above-average early seasonal rainfall was received 
over Zimbabwe, Malawi, and northern Mozambique, Madagascar 
where accumulations exceeded 50 mm in coastal regions.

Following above-average rainfall from early to mid-October, 
below-average accumulations were received in South Africa. Since 
late September, dry conditions continue extending across the 
Eastern Cape, Kwa Zulu Natal, Free State, North West and 
Limpopo States of South Africa (Figure 2). Only a few areas have 
registered near average to above-average rainfall. Next week, 
below-average rainfall (<10mm) and strengthened early 
season dryness is expected throughout South Africa.
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Figure 1: RFE2 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: October 17 - 23, 2018 

Figure 2: ARC 30-Day Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Valid: September 24 - October 23, 2018
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Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards

1. Poor rainfall since May has resulted in seasonal
dryness across Hispaniola. Although continued
rainfall has helped, dry conditions remain in
Haiti.

2. Dry conditions remain following a poor Primera
rainy season, and poor Postrera rainfall
distribution across Honduras, and western and
northern Nicaragua.

3. Since early August, below-average rainfall  has 
strengthened dry conditions over central Guatemala.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Central Asia Weather Hazards
Temperatures 
Last week, below-normal temperatures (1-8°C) were 
recorded throughout the region. Subfreezing temperatures 
were felt in Turkmenistan, with the lowest temperatures of 
(-12°C) recorded in Tajikistan.  Above-normal temperatures 
are expected to return to the region, with minimum 
temperatures forecast to remain above freezing, excluding 
northeast Kazakhstan and higher elevations of Afghanistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan.

Precipitation
Widespread rain and high-elevation snow (2-86 mm) 
was observed across Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Uzbekistan, and Afghanistan for the second consecutive 
week. In the last 30 days, precipitation has been average or 
above-normal throughout the region. Light rain is expected 
to continue across Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and northern Afghanistan, 
although precipitation amounts are expected to be lower 
next week, compared to the last two weeks.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Weather Hazards Summary

Central America and the Caribbean Overview

After a week of heavy rainfall, fewer amounts are expected at the end of October
Last week, above-average rainfall was received in Central America. Heavy rainfall (100mm) was recorded across Nicaragua, with 1500mm 
of rainfall received in local areas. Guatemala, southern Belize, and Central America’s Pacific coastline also received heavy rainfall (>100mm). 
Since early August, considerably dry conditions have remained throughout central Guatemala. Despite poor rainfall, improved dry 
conditions were observed last week. Honduras and Nicaragua have similarly received poor Postrera rainfall, and long-term deficits remain, 
despite heavy rains improving short-term deficits. 

Much less rain is forecast across the region next week. Heavy rains are possible in central and western Guatemala, and along the Caribbean 
coastline of Nicaragua, otherwise, totals should remain less than 50mm. This pattern will result in drier than normal conditions over 
Nicaragua. Wetter conditions are expected in Costa Rica and Panama.

Consecutive weeks of rainfall relieve seasonal dryness in Haiti and western Dominican Republic
Last week, heavy precipitation (>100mm) was received across Haiti and eastern Dominican Republic, while light rainfall was received in 
south-central Hispaniola. Consecutive weeks of above-average rainfall over central Haiti, and increasing rains in western Dominican 
Republic, have relieved seasonal dryness, and areas registering near or above normal moisture conditions since the late August are 
increasing. However, areas in southern and northern Hispaniola are experiencing less than half their normal rainfall accumulations since 
mid-July. Overall, vegetation health is improving on the island, even in the driest parts of the south. The poorest conditions are recorded 
in northern parts of the Dominican Republic.

Next week, moderate rainfall is expected across the island, totals around 25mm or less, with the lowest totals in the northwest of the island. 

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Figure 4: GEFS Ensemble Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: October 18 - 24, 2018

Figure 5: CMORPH rainfall climatology (mm) 
Valid: October 17 - 23, 2018




