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Abnormal dryness strengthens across Southern Africa

1.   Despite ongoing 
mitigation measures, 
desert locust swarms and 
hopper bands continue to 
migrate across the Greater Horn of Africa. Swarms 
are expected to migrate from Somalia, Ethiopia, and 
Kenya beginning in mid-December.

2.  A erratic start to the short rains season in East Africa has 
led to large moisture deficits in Kenya. Recovery is less 
likely as the season comes to an end.

3.  Heavy rainfall last week triggered significant flooding 
across parts of the DRC, Zimbabwe, and Mozambique. 
Continued rainfall next week will maintain a high flood 
risk.

4.    A late start to the rainy season has led to moderate to large 
moisture deficits, resulting in abnormal dryness in the central 
and southern parts of Madagascar.

5.   Above-average temperatures were recorded over parts of South 
Africa, Eswatini, Zambia, Mozambique, and Madagascar. Abnormal heat is expected to continue into next week. 

6.   Below-average rainfall since November has strengthened dryness in parts of Angola, Namibia, South Africa, Eswatini, and 
Mozambique. 
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Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Overview

The Short-rains season is ending over the Horn of Africa
Last week, some parts of eastern Africa saw a significant 
decrease in rainfall, while rainfall over western Ethiopia, 
southern Uganda, southern Kenya, and northern Tanzania 
was heavy (Figure 1). The decrease in rainfall over the recent 
weeks may mark an end to the Short-rains season. The heavy 
rainfall recorded in parts of west, south, and central Africa 
triggered flooding and landslides. The Mbanza Ngungu City of 
the Kongo Central Province of western Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) reported significant damages caused by flooding.

Since the beginning of October,  parts of east and central 
Kenya, southern Ethiopia, and southern Somalia have received 
insufficient seasonal rainfall despite increased rainfall over 
some areas throughout November. This erratic rainfall 
distribution has caused significant dryness. Drought conditions 
are present in parts of the east, central, and northern parts of 
Kenya.

Next week, below-average rainfall and dry conditions are 
forecast again over much of eastern Africa, which is likely to 
sustain drought in the region. Light to locally moderate rainfall 
is possible in eastern Kenya and northern Tanzania.

Parts of southern Africa remain abnormally dry
During the past 30-days, rainfall over the western and eastern 
parts of southern Africa was below-average. Southwestern 
Angola, northeastern South Africa, Eswatini, southern 
Mozambique, and southern Madagascar recorded moderate 
rainfall deficits resulting in abnormal dryness (Figure 2). 
Meanwhile, rainfall in southern DRC, eastern Angola, Zambia, 
Botswana, Zimbabwe, Malawi, and central Mozambique was 
above-average. Last week, the region received heavy rainfall, 
which triggered flooding over the Victoria Falls area and 
Chingwizi, Mwenezi in the Masvingo Province of Zimbabwe, 
and Beira, Sofala of central Mozambique. Madagascar and the 
central highlands recorded heavy rainfall, which relieved some 
dryness over the Island.

Additionally, northeastern South Africa, Eswatini, southern 
Mozambique, southern Malawi, parts of northern Mozambique, 
and central Madagascar recorded above-average minimum 
temperatures for another week. Over the past few weeks, 
the abnormal heat has strengthened dryness in northeastern 
South Africa, Eswatini, and southern Madagascar.

Next week, heavy rainfall is forecast over southern  DRC,  
Zambia, northern Zimbabwe, Malawi, northern Mozambique, 
and central parts of Madagascar, which is likely to maintain 
a high flood risk over many local areas of the region. Heavy 
rainfall is also possible in eastern South Africa and Lesotho, 
while rainfall elsewhere is expected to be below-average. 
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Source: NOAA/CPC
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Figure 1: RFE 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: December 02 - 08, 2020 

Figure 2:  RFE 30-Day Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)   
Valid: November 09 - December 08, 2020



Famine Early Warning Systems Network 3

Weather Hazards Summary

Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards
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Temperatures 
Last week much of Central Asia recorded below-average 
temperatures. Minimum temperatures fell below -25C 
across Kazakhstan, while subfreezing temperatures 
occurred even at the lower elevations of Afghanistan. 
Next week, minimum temperatures are likely to remain 
below normal across Kazakhstan, while temperatures 
across Turkmenistan and Afghanistan are likely to remain 
more moderate. Minimum temperatures are forecast to 
remain below -20C over northeastern Kazakhstan through 
mid-December and above freezing across southern 
Afghanistan.

Precipitation
Last week, southeastern Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, and parts of Afghanistan received widespread 
light precipitation. Positive snow depth anomalies are 
present across the central highlands of Afghanistan. Snow depth anomalies are more variable throughout the northeast mountains of 
Afghanistan. Next week, dry weather is likely to persist.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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1.   Despite increased rainfall deficits persist 
across Hispaniola. Abnormal dryness and 
drought are present across much of the 
Dominican Republic.

1

NO HAZARDS

NO HAZARDS



Famine Early Warning Systems Network 4

Weather Hazards Summary

Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Above-average rainfall is forecast for parts of Central America
From October to the beginning of November, southeastern Nicaragua recorded significant rainfall deficits, although deficits decreased 
following Tropical storms Eta and Iota. At the start of the apante season, Guatemala, El Salvador, Belize, and Honduras recorded seasonal 
rainfall. Last week, eastern Honduras and the eastern coastal areas of Nicaragua continued to receive seasonal rainfall. Next week, above-
average rainfall is forecast across Belize, northern Guatemala, northern Honduras, and eastern Guatemala. The coastal areas facing the 
Pacific Ocean are likely to receive seasonal rainfall.

Seasonal rainfall is forecast for Hispaniola next week
Northern and eastern parts of Hispaniola have experienced an extended period of drought. Since the previous rainy season, defi-
cits continue resulting in abnormal dryness and drought in the region. Last week, rainfall across Hispaniola was below-average and 
concentrated mostly over southwestern Haiti. Over the past 30 days, rainfall over western and central parts of the Dominican Re-
public was below-average. Northern and eastern parts of the country recorded more seasonal rainfall, though drought conditions 
persist. Next week, above-average rainfall is forecast for northern Haiti and parts of northern and eastern Dominican Republic. 
Below-average rainfall is forecast over southern parts of the Dominican Republic, and seasonal rainfall is expected over southern 
and central parts of Haiti. 

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Figure 4: GEFS Mean Total Rainfall (mm) 
Period: December 16, 2020

Figure 5: CMORPH Rainfall Climatology (mm)      
Period: Decemer 08- 14, 2020


