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Africa Weather Hazards
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Flooding continues in parts of Ghana, Togo, Benin, Kenya, and Uganda

1.   Heavy rainfall in 
Ghana, Togo, and Benin 
caused flooding and 
additional river flooding in 
northern Togo.

2.  Desert locusts are expected to return to parts of 
Somalia and Sudan over the next several weeks.

3.  Heavy rainfall has caused flooding in parts of Kenya and 
Uganda. Rainfall forecast next week is likely to maintain a 
high flood risk for these areas.
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Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Overview

Heavy rainfall over Togo triggers river flooding
Last week, rainfall was below average across the Sahel, parts 
of Senegal, Mali, Burkina Faso, and southern Chad  (Figure 1). 
Meanwhile, rainfall over Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Guinea was 
above-average. The rainy season has performed positively so 
far, with West Africa experiencing mostly widespread seasonal 
to above-average rainfall, though the Gulf of Guinea has 
recorded some small deficits (Figure 2).

Next week, rainfall over Senegal, Mali, and Burkina Faso 
is forecast to be below-average. More seasonal rainfall is 
expected for Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, and the Gulf 
of Guinea countries, while heavy rainfall is forecast for 
northwestern Cameroon, DRC, and Gabon.

Southern Africa experiences an onset of rainfall
Last week, the deyr rains season began over Ethiopia. Parts of 
southern Sudan, South Sudan, western and southern Ethiopia, 
western Kenya, and Tanzania recorded light to moderate 
rainfall. Similarly, in southern Africa, Angola, Zambia, northern 
Mozambique, and Zimbabwe recorded light to moderate 
rainfall (Figure 1).  The increased rainfall over Kenya triggered 
some flooding, and continued rainfall next week is likely to 
maintain a high flood risk.

Next week, above-average rainfall is forecast for parts 
of southern Ethiopia, Uganda, DRC, and western Kenya. 
Meanwhile, South Sudan and Western Kenya are likely to 
receive more seasonal rainfall. Continued heavy rainfall in 
eastern DRC is likely to cause additional flooding and river 
flooding over Uganda and Kenya. 
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Source: NOAA/CPC

Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 1: RFE 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: October 14 - 20, 2020 

Figure 2:  ARC 90-Day Percent of Normal Rainfall (%)   
Valid: August 01 - October 20, 2020
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Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Temperatures 
Last week temperatures remained above average 
throughout Kazakhstan while Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan recorded below normal 
temperatures. Minimum temperatures fell to near freezing 
as far south as Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. Next week, 
temperatures are likely to be near normal for the period. 
Subfreezing minimum temperatures are forecast to be 
limited to Kazakhstan along with the higher elevations of 
Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan.

Precipitation
For the third consecutive week, mostly dry weather 
prevailed across Central Asia. 30-day precipitation deficits 
have developed across northern Kazakhstan, northeastern 
Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan. Snowfall that 
typically begins in the next several weeks across northeastern Afghanistan may provide relief to some short-term dryness. Precipitation 
is forecast across the higher elevations of Afghanistan next week. 

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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1.   Rainfall deficits over the last 30-days have 
strengthened dryness and drought across 
much of the Dominican Republic.

2.   Rainfall over the past several months has 
been below average across Belize, causing 
abnormal dryness. 

3.   Continued heavy rainfall over previously 
flooded areas has triggered further flooding across 
Central America. The rainfall forecast next week is likely to 
maintain a high flood risk. 
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Heavy rainfall is forecast for Latin America this week
Last week over parts of Guatemala, El Salvador, and Nicaragua, rainfall was above-average. In southern Belize, heavy rainfall provided 
some relief to persisting dryness. However, despite increased rainfall over southern parts of Belize, rainfall across much of northern Belize, 
parts of central and northern Guatemala, Honduras, Costa Rica, and Panama remained below-average. Significant 30-day rainfall deficits 
are present across Belize, central Guatemala, and southeastern Nicaragua. Next week, above-average rainfall is forecast for southern 
Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, northwestern Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama. Flooding is likely over already saturated areas, 
including southern Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. Tropical storm activity is unlikely. 

Haiti receives heavy rainfall 
Last week rainfall over Haiti and much of the region was above-average. Meanwhile, rainfall over other parts of the island, includ-
ing southern, northern, and central parts of the Dominican Republic, was well below-average. Deficits have persisted across the 
region over the past 30-days, despite recent increases in rainfall. Next week, light to moderate rainfall is forecast across the island. 

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Source: NOAA/CPCSource: NOAA/CPC

Figure 4: CMORPH Rainfall Climatology (mm)      
Period: October 20-26, 2020

Figure 5: GEFS Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Period: October 28, 2020


