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Abnormal dryness expected to continue in East and Southern Africa 
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1. Although good 
rainfall was observed 
over the Greater Horn of 
Africa in late November and 
early December, the delayed onset of the October-
December rainy season, combined with an erratic 
distribution of rains during the season, has already 
negatively impacted ground conditions in northern Kenya 
and southern Somalia. As the season is coming to an end, 
a recovery is unlikely.  

2.   Insufficient rainfall since the beginning of October has 
led to dryness and delayed planting throughout eastern 
Zambia, northern Zimbabwe, western and central 
Mozambique, and southern Malawi. Moderate to heavy 
rains are forecast in western and northern Zambia during the 
next week, which should help alleviate dryness.

3.   Prolonged dry spells since October have resulted in large rainfall 
deficits and below-average vegetation conditions over parts of 
eastern Zambia, Malawi, western and northern Mozambique. Light 
to moderate rains are forecast in eastern Zambia and Malawi during the next week, which could sustain drought conditions.

4.   While much of South Africa has received adequate rains since the beginning of the Southern African monsoon, the 
northernmost and eastern parts of the country have received below-average rains, affecting regional agricultural conditions. 
Moderate to heavy rains are forecast over the Limpopo province of South Africa during the next week, which should help 
reduce moisture deficits.

5.   Below-average rainfall since the start of the season has resulted in large moisture deficits and poor ground conditions in 
western Madagascar. Little to no rainfall is expected in western Madagascar this week, potentially worsening conditions.
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Africa Overview

Dry conditions worsen in eastern parts of Southern Africa

During the past week, widespread rains fell over Southern Africa. Heavy 
rainfall occurred in southern Angola, northern Botswana, Zimbabwe, South 
Africa, central Mozambique, and central Madagascar (Figure 1). The heaviest 
rains were recorded in eastern Zimbabwe and central Mozambique, where 
rainfall amounts in excess of 140mm were reported. In contrast, little to 
no rainfall occurred over Tanzania and the northern parts of Malawi and 
Mozambique. Meanwhile, light to moderate rains were observed throughout 
other areas of Southern Africa. Although this past week’s widespread rains 
have helped to reduce rainfall deficits over many local areas of eastern 
Southern Africa, particularly in eastern Zimbabwe and western Mozambique, 
large (>100 mm) thirty-day moisture deficits have remained in eastern Zambia, 
central Malawi, and parts of western and northern Mozambique.

Accumulated rainfall since October ranks below the 10th percentile in eastern 
Zambia, central Malawi, northern Zimbabwe, and southwestern Madagascar, 
indicating much drier than average conditions (Figure 2). The acute dryness 
stems from a delayed onset and poor distribution of the rainy season across 
the eastern portion of Southern Africa. Similar below-average rainfall patterns 
were observed over parts of the Limpopo and KwaZulu-Natal provinces 
of northern and eastern South Africa. The insufficient rains have already 
negatively impacted cropping activities and ground conditions over many 
local areas. A comparison of vegetation indices between the current and prior 
periods indicates worsening conditions in eastern Southern Africa.

During the next week, forecasts suggest continued heavy rainfall in eastern 
Angola, western Zambia, Zimbabwe, and southern Mozambique. This should 
help reduce rainfall deficits further over many local areas. Heavy downpours 
are also expected over the eastern half of Madagascar, potentially leading to 
localized flooding over some areas. However, light to no rainfall is forecast in 
western Madagascar, Malawi, eastern Tanzania, and northern Mozambique.

Dry weather prevailed in East Africa

During the past week, mostly dry weather was observed in East Africa. Little 
to light rains fell along coastal Kenya and localized areas of southern Somalia, 
while below-average rains fell across other areas of East Africa (Figure 3). 
This past week’s rainfall totals were marginal to slightly below-average and 
contributed to maintain thrity-day moisture deficits in northern and central 
Kenya. Since the beginning of the October-December rainy season, below-
average rainfall has been observed across the dry portions of central Kenya 
and southern Somalia due to a delayed start and erratic distribution of rainfall 
throughout the season.

During the next week, dry weather is expected to continue across much of 
East Africa. Slight rainfall is possible along coastal Kenya. Below-average rains 
are forecast elsewhere.
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Figure 1: Satellite-Estimated Rainfall (mm)     
Valid: December 08 - December 14, 2014

Figure 2: Satellite-Estimated Rainfall Percentile 
Valid: October 01 - December 14, 2014

Figure 3: Satellite-Estimated Rainfall (mm) 
Valid: December 08 - December 14, 2014

Source: NOAA/CPC

Source: NOAA/CPC

Source: NOAA/CPC
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Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards
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No hazards are posted for Central Asia. 

Temperatures
Below-normal temperatures (1 to 7° C) persisted across 
Central Asia during the second week of December. The 
coldest temperatures were observed across northern 
Kazakhstan where minimum temperatures fell below 
-30° C. Widespread freezing temperatures occurred 
across the lower elevations of Afghanistan. During the 
next week, the GFS model indicates that temperatures 
will moderate this upcoming week.

Precipitation
Light to moderate snow (14mm or less, liquid 
equivalent) was limited to eastern Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan from December 7-13. 90-day 
precipitation is generally above-average throughout 
the region except for northwest Kazakhstan, according 
to the CPC-Unified data. During the next week, mostly 
dry weather is expected for Central Asia.

No Hazards
Posted for

Central America

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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No hazards are posted for Central America and
the Carribean.
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ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.

Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Average to below-average rains received during the last week

During the past week, a sharp reduction of weekly rainfall was observed across the Gulf of Honduras region, with continued heavy rains 
in the southern Caribbean. The highest weekly accumulations were received along the Atlantic coastline of Costa Rica (>125mm), as 
an increase in December rains saturated the region for the second consecutive week. Since early November, much of the precipitation 
over Central America has been average to above-average, with the heaviest rains affecting several departments in northern Honduras, 
northern Guatemala, and Belize. These rains had elevated the risk for localized flooding and landslides, however excess moisture has been 
mitigated by the recent reduction in rainfall.

For the next week, precipitation forecasts suggest continued below-average rains through the middle of December. The highest weekly 
precipitation amounts are expected for many coastal areas on the Atlantic side of Central America; however, the quantity is expected to 
be less than previous weeks. Further inland and on the Pacific side, much less rainfall is forecast.

Rains continue across northern and southern Haiti
 

During the past week, rains continued over many local areas in northern and southern Haiti, with lesser amounts over the Do-
minican Republic. According to satellite rainfall estimates, the highest weekly accumulations (25-40mm) were observed over the 
Gulf of Gonaives region, bringing increased rains and moisture for central and southern departments of the country. Since early 
November, several local regions in Haiti have experienced average to above-average rainfall, which has helped to relieve moisture 
deficits resulting from poor summer and fall rains. As seasonal rainfall typically experiences a minimum in December, precipitation 
forecasts suggest light to locally moderate rainfall in the upcoming week.
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Figure 1: Seven-Day Total Rainfall Forecast (mm), left, and seven-day rainfall anomaly (mm), right.
Valid: December 16-23, 2014

Source: NOAA/CPC


