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Rainy season begins slowly in southern Africa, dryness widens in Haiti
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1. As the rainy season 
in Senegal comes to an 
end and harvesting begins, 
reduced crop yields due to this 
summer’s poorly distributed rainfall and delayed onset 
of the rainy season in July could become evident. 

2. Consistently above-average rains across parts of eastern 
Ethiopia have caused flooding downstream along the Juba 
and Shabelle River Basins in southern Somalia. Continued 
rainfall is expected to result in additional flooding. 
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Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Overview

Poorly distributed early seasonal rains observed over parts of southern 
Somalia and eastern Kenya

In the last week, moderate to locally heavy rainfall continued across the 
Greater Horn of Africa. The highest amounts fell across the Lake Victoria 
region, with accumulations in excess of 75 mm estimated in parts of Uganda 
and northern Tanzania (Figure 1). Further north, well-distributed, but lesser 
amounts were received across much of South Sudan. In Ethiopia, a reduction 
in rainfall was observed in the western provinces, as rain has shifted eastward, 
signaling the beginning of the October to December short-rains season. 
However, this rainfall has not yet reached parts of southern Somalia and 
eastern Kenya. 

Since the beginning of October, rainfall has been largely average to above-
average throughout much of East Africa. In early October, unusually heavy 
rains fell in eastern Ethiopia and the northern half of Somalia, leading to 
large moisture surpluses over many pastoral regions. Similarly, average to 
above-average rains throughout Uganda, southwestern Kenya, and northern 
Tanzania are expected to support early season cropping activities. However, 
the lack of October rains across parts of southern Somalia and eastern Kenya 
has led to moisture deficits (Figure 2). Because the rainy season is short 
(October-December), increased rainfall will be needed during the next several 
weeks to avoid negative impacts on cropping activities.

For the next week, seasonally average rainfall is forecast throughout East 
Africa. However, little relief is expected over parts of eastern Kenya and 
southern Somalia during early November.

Early seasonal rainfall below average across parts of southern Africa

In October, there has been a sluggish southward shift in the Intertropical 
Convergence Zone/Intertropical Front (ITCZ/ITF), which has led to below-
average rainfall across parts of central Angola. Since late September, many 
local areas in central Angola have experienced rainfall in 10th percentile or 
lower, which marks one of the driest starts of the southern Africa monsoon 
according to historical satellite-estimated rainfall records (Figure 3). This 
below-average rainfall also follows a very poor end to the monsoon last March 
and April. Several consecutive months of abnormal dryness is expected to 
result in depleted ground moisture and unfavorable conditions for cropping 
activities. Further south, a slow onset of rains has also been observed across 
many parts of South Africa and southern Botswana, where early season 
rainfall is below the 15th percentile. Rainfall forecasts suggest average to 
below-average rains during early November across southern Africa.
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Figure 1: Satellite-Estimated Rainfall (mm) 
Valid: October 21-27, 2014

Figure 2: Satellite-Estimated Rainfall Anomaly (mm) 
Valid: October 1-October 27, 2014

Figure 3. Satellite-Estimated Rainfall Percentile (%) 
Valid: September 28-October 27, 2014
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Note: The hazards outlook map on page 1 is based on current weather/climate information and short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 
week). It assesses their potential impact on crop and pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have 
been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range 
seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions. 
 
Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-683-3424. 

 
Poorly distributed early seasonal rains observed over parts of 
southern Somalia and eastern Kenya. 

In the last seven days, a continuation of moderate to locally heavier 
amounts of weekly precipitation was received across the Greater 
Horn of Africa.  The highest weekly amounts were received across 
the Lake Victoria region, with accumulations in excess of 75mm 
estimated in parts of Uganda and northern Tanzania (Figure 1). 
Further north, well distributed, but lesser amounts were received 
across much of South Sudan.  In Ethiopia, a reduction in rainfall was 
observed in the western provinces, as much of rains and moisture 
has shifted eastward, signaling the beginning of the Oct-Dec short 
rains season.  However, the spatial extent of precipitation has not 
yet covered parts of southern Somalia and eastern Kenya. Light to 
locally moderate rains were received in the region during late 
October.  

Since the beginning of October, precipitation has been largely 
average to above-average throughout much of East Africa.  In early 
October, unusually heavy rains were received in eastern Ethiopia, 
and the northern half of Somalia, leading to large moisture surpluses 
over many pastoral regions. Similarly, average to above-average 
rains throughout Uganda, southwestern Kenya, and northern 
Tanzania are expected to benefit early season cropping activities.  
However, the lack of October rains across parts of southern Somalia 
and eastern Kenya has led to developing moisture deficits (Figure 
2). Because the rainy season is short (October-December), 
increased rains will soon be needed during the next several weeks 
to avoid potentially negative impacts on cropping activities. 

For the next week, seasonally average rainfall is forecast throughout 
East Africa.  With a low potential for locally convective, heavy rains, 
not much relief is expected over parts of eastern Kenya and 
southern Somalia during early November.   

 

Anomalously dry conditions observed in parts of Angola, 
South Africa.  

In October, there has been sluggish southward shift in the ITCZ/ITF, 
which has led to a continued suppression of rains over parts of 
central Angola.  Since late September, many local areas in central 
Angola have experienced rainfall in 10th percentile or lower, which 
marks one of the driest starts of the southern Africa monsoon 
according the satellite rainfall record in the region (Figure 3).  The 
suppressed precipitation also follows a very poor end to the 
monsoonal last March and April.  Several consecutive months of 
anomalous dryness is expected to result in depleted ground 
moisture, and unfavorable conditions for cropping activities.  Further 
south, a slow onset of rains has also been observed across many 
parts of South Africa and southern Botswana, where early season 
rains have also fallen below 15th percentile.  Precipitation forecasts 
suggest average to below-average rains during early November 
across southern Africa.    
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Weather Hazards Summary

Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards

October 31 - November 6, 2014

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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No hazards are posted for Central Asia.  

Temperatures
Temperatures averaged 1-7°C below normal across 
northwest Kazakhstan from October 19-25, while 
temperatures were above normal across the rest 
of Central Asia. Minimum temperatures fell below 
-10°C during the latter half of October across north-
central Kazakhstan. During the next week, minimum 
temperatures are likely to fall below -10°C across 
the northern half of Kazakhstan, with freezing 
temperatures expected across the central highlands of 
Afghanistan.

Precipitation
Widespread precipitation (2-25 mm) fell throughout 
Central Asia from October 19-25. Rainfall has been 
above average across Central Asia during the past 30 
days. During the next week, the GFS model indicates 
lighter precipitation amounts (10 mm or less) across 
northeast Kazakhstan, with rain and high-elevation 
snow for central/northeast Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan. A low pressure system arriving from the Middle East is 
forecast to result in widespread moderate rain (10 – 50 mm) across southwest Kazakhstan and western areas of Turkmenistan 
and Uzbekistan. Cyclone Nilofar is weakening across the northern Arabian Sea as it approaches southeast Pakistan. However, 
locally heavy rain (more than 50 mm) with localized flooding is possible across southeast Pakistan.

No Hazards
Posted for

Central America

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA

Flooding
Abnormal Dryness
Drought
Severe Drought
Tropical Cyclone
Potential Locust Outbreak
Heavy Snow
Abnormal Cold
Abnormal Heat

1. Despite some increases in rainfall over 
central Hispaniola in September, southern 
and northern parts of Haiti, along with 
northwestern and southern Dominican 
Republic continue to be drier than normal. 
This dryness is due to insufficient rainfall since 
the beginning of the second rainy season.

2. Consistently heavy rainfall over the past few 
weeks have caused flooding and landslides 
across much of Guatemala. Heavy rains are forecast to 
continue during the next week, maintaining high risks for flooding 
and landslides over many local areas.

1
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Weather Hazards Summary

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.

Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Heavy rainfall may result in additional flooding across Central America

During the past week, tropical weather disturbances brought above-average rainfall to northern Central America. Heavy 
downpours fell over Guatemala, the Gulf of Honduras, northeastern Nicaragua, and the Atlantic coastline of Honduras. In 
Guatemala, this past week’s above-average rainfall caused landslides over local areas of the Alta Verapaz, Sacatepéquez, and San 
Marcos Departments. The consistently heavy rains also caused many rivers to rise above their maximum levels. These included 
Motagua River in the Izabal, Chixocy and Polochic Rivers in the Alta Verapaz, and La Pasión and Usumacinta Rivers in the Petén 
Department. In Honduras, La Ceiba and many parts of western and northern parts of the country reported flooding. Farther south, 
heavy rains continued over the Southern Caribbean. Since late September, above-average rains has occurred throughout Central 
America. In addition, this past week’s above-average rains helped to erode 30-day rainfall deficits over eastern Honduras and 
northeastern Nicaragua. According to NDVI, vegetation conditions are favorable over Central America, but excessive rainfall has 
damaged crops in some local areas.

During the next week, heavy rains are forecast for localized areas of western and northern Guatemala and along the Atlantic 
coastline of Central America. The forecast continuation of heavy rains maintains the risks for flooding, landslides, and worsening 
conditions over many local areas. Abundant rains are also expected to continue over the Southern Caribbean. However, little to no 
rains are expected over the interior of Honduras and Nicaragua.

Light to moderate rains expected over Hispaniola during the next week

Below-average rainfall was observed over Hispaniola during the past week. Moderate to heavy rains fell across northern 
Dominican Republic, while little to no rainfall fell elsewhere. Since late September, the southern and northwestern coastlines of 
Hispaniola have received below-average rainfall, with deficits ranging between 50-200 mm. In addition. moderate to large deficits 
(100-300) have accumulated since August in the southern and northwestern portions of both Haiti and the Dominican Republic. 
In Haiti, dry spells since late September have increased rainfall deficits further throughout the southern peninsula and along the 
northern coasts of the country. The uneven distribution of rainfall since the start of the second-rainy season has already led to 
poor vegetation conditions over many local areas of Hispaniola. In contrast, the central parts of Haiti and the Dominican Republic 
have accumulated average to above-average rainfall over the past 30 days. During the next week, rainfall forecasts suggest a 
continuation of reduced rains over much of the island. Light rains are expected across the interior of Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic. However, moderate to locally heavy rains are possible over the central mountainous region and along the northern 
coasts of the Dominican Republic.

October 31 - November 6, 2014

Figure 1: Seven-Day Total Rainfall Forecast (mm)
Valid: October 29 - November 5, 2014

Source: NOAA/CPC

Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-683-3424.  

Wetness continues over Guatemala.    
 
During the past week, Tropical weather disturbances brought above-average rains over northern Central America. Heavy downpours fell over 
Guatemala, the Gulf of Honduras, Atlantic coastlines of Honduras, and northeastern Nicaragua. In Guatemala, this past week’s abundant rains 
caused landslides over local areas of the Alta Verapaz, Sacatepéquez, and San Marcos departments. The consistent heavy rains also caused 
many rivers to rise above their maximum levels. These included the Motagua in the Izabal, Chixocy and Polochic in the Alta Verapaz, and La 
Pasión and Usumacinta in the Petén department. In Honduras, La Ceiba and many municipalities in the western and northern parts of the country 
reported flooding and affected people. Farther south, heavy rains continued over the Southern Caribbean. Since late September, positive rainfall 
anomalies were observed throughout Central America. Moreover, this past week’s above-average rains helped to erode thirty-day rainfall deficits 
over eastern Honduras and northeastern Nicaragua. Recent vegetation indices have, overall, indicated favorable conditions over Central America. 
However, excessive wetness has already damaged crops over some local areas. 
 
During the next week, heavy rains are forecast over localized areas of western and northern Guatemala and along the Atlantic coastlines of Central 
America. The forecast continuation of heavy rains maintains the risks for flooding, landslides, and worsening conditions over many local areas. 
Abundant rains are also expected to continue over the Southern Caribbean. In contrast, reduced, with light to no rains are expected over the interior 
of Honduras and Nicaragua. 
 Seven-Day Total Rainfall Forecast (mm) 
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Figure 1:  Source NOAA / CPC 


