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Dryness developing across northwestern, northeastern and southern parts of Haiti

1

1. Consistently low 
and infrequent 
seasonal precipitation 
across southwestern Kenya, 
northeastern Uganda, and some bimodal rainfall 
areas of northern Tanzania have resulted in increasing 
moisture deficits since late March. A continuation of 
below-average rainfall in May is likely to adversely impact 
developing crops and pastoral conditions.
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1. Compounded by below-average rains during 
April and March, the lack of rainfall since 
the early December has increased moisture 
deficits and resulted in abnormal dryness over 
the northwestern, northeastern, and southern 
parts of Haiti, as well as northwestern and 
southwestern Dominican Republic.

2. Above-average rains over the past few weeks 
have increased moisture surpluses in the Alta Verapaz, 
Quiche, Huehuetenango, and southwestern departments of 
Guatemala. Heavy rains are forecast for the next week, increasing the 
potential for localized flooding.

3. Poorly distributed rainfall since the beginning of March has increased 
moisture deficits, resulting in deteriorating ground conditions across several 
departments in southern Honduras and northern Nicaragua. Reduced rains are 
forecast for early May.

1. Abnormal dryness is likely for northwest 
Kazakhstan, based on relatively low VHI values.

2. Scattered showers with locally heavy rainfall are 
capable of triggering flash flooding and landslides 
across northeast Afghanistan and Tajikistan.

Temperatures
Temperatures averaged 1 to 5°C above normal 
across Central Asia from April 27 – May 3. Minimum 
temperatures remained above freezing throughout 
the region for the first time this spring. Maximum 
temperatures ranged from the upper teens (degrees 
Celsius) across northern Kazakhstan to the middle 30s 
(degrees Celsius) across Turkmenistan and the lowlands of 
Afghanistan. Temperatures are forecast to remain above 
normal during the next week.

Precipitation
Abnormal dryness is posted for northwest Kazakhstan where precipitation deficits have increased during the past two months. The 
Vegetative Health Index indicates below-average vegetation levels for this time of year. However, CMORPH (satellite precipitation 
estimates) indicates some rainfall in this region during the past week. This hazard polygon will be reassessed in next week’s outlook.
Meanwhile, heavy rainfall at the end of April resulted in a deadly landslide in Badakshan, a province of northeast Afghanistan. 
Scattered showers with locally heavy rainfall are expected to continue into the second week of May across northeast Afghanistan and 
Tajikistan. Locally heavy rainfall amounts are capable of triggering flash flooding or landslides.
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Heavy rains continued over South Sudan

During the last week, heavy rains (>50mm) fell across much of South Sudan, 
western Ethiopia, and localized areas in central and eastern Ethiopia, 
Somalia, and Uganda. For locations along the border between Sudan 
and South Sudan, the heavy, above-average weekly rainfall was the fifth 
consecutive week during which rains were greater than 125 percent of 
normal. The elevated rainfall totals extend into western Ethiopia, as rains 
have been heavy for 3-4 consecutive weeks. Elsewhere, moderate to locally 
heavy rain showers (>25 mm) were observed across parts of central and 
southern Somalia, helping to reduce long-term rainfall deficits and improve 
ground moisture. However, rains were light (<10 mm) across most of central 
Somalia. Similarly, much of Kenya remained dry during the past week as 
only light to locally moderate rain fell (<10 mm, localized areas of 10-30 
mm) (Figure 1).

Rainfall patterns have been consistent over the past thirty days. Heavy and 
above-average weekly rainfall across South Sudan and western Ethiopia 
has increased thirty-day rainfall surpluses to between 50-150 mm. Heavy 
rainfall has resulted in saturated ground conditions and increased the 
risk for localized flooding. Conditions have been unusually wet in western 
Ethiopia. However, abnormally dry conditions have developed due 
to poor rains over a large swath of the Greater Horn of Africa in 
southern/central Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, and central Somalia. 
Thirty-day rainfall deficits exceed 50 mm across these areas with 
localized areas around Lake Victoria in Kenya recording deficits over 
100 mm (Figure 2). Erratic seasonal rains have also been recorded 
in Belg-producing areas in the northeastern highlands of Ethiopia. 
Even locations in southern Somalia, where thirty-day anomalies are 
positive, have observed erratic and poorly distributed rain. Overall, 
dryness has continued to expand and strengthen over this region.

For the next week, an increase in moisture is expected for much of 
Somalia, which should help to relieve some dryness, while heavy 
rains (>50 mm) are forecast in southern/western Ethiopia, southern 
South Sudan and Uganda. Moderate rains (10-40 mm) are also 
forecast for parts of southwestern Kenya (Figure 3), which should 
help to reduce growing rainfall deficits. However, below-average 
rains are expected again across the rest of Kenya.

Heavy early season rains continue across West Africa

Heavy rains (>50 mm) during the last week increased thirty-day and 
seasonal rainfall surpluses across much of West Africa. The largest 
thirty-day surpluses (100-150 mm) reside in Cote D’Ivoire, localized 
parts of southern Ghana, and northern Cameroon. In general, 
surpluses between 25-100 mm are common across West Africa 
(Figure 2). While the above-average rain to start the season has 
been beneficial, over-saturation and localized flooding is a concern 
in some of the wettest areas.

For the next week, moderate to heavy rain (>40 mm) is forecast 
along the Gulf of Guinea in West Africa, which is likely to further 
increase rainfall surpluses. Lighter amounts of rain (5-30 mm) are 
expected farther north in West Africa (Figure 3).
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Figure 1: Satellite Estimated Rainfall (mm)
Valid: April 29 - May 5, 2014

Figure 2: Satellite Estimated Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Valid: April 6 - May 5, 2014

Figure 3. GFS Precipitation Forecast
Valid: May 7 - May 14, 2014

Source: NOAA/CPC

Source: NOAA/CPC

Source: NOAA/CPC

Note: The hazards outlook map on page 1 is based on current weather/climate information and short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 
week). It assesses their potential impact on crop and pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have 
been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range 
seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions. 
 
Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-683-3424. 
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ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.

Latin America and the Caribbean

Heavy rains forecast to continue across many local areas of western Guatemala

During the last seven days, a significant enhancement of early season Primera rainfall was observed throughout northern Central 
America. The highest weekly rainfall was received in the Alta Verapaz, Izabal and Peten Departments of northern Guatemala, 
and in Belize, with local amounts in excess of 150 mm, according to satellite rainfall estimates. More moderate, well-distributed 
rains fell across southern Guatemala, western Honduras and El Salvador, and Costa Rica. Lesser weekly precipitation amounts 
were observed elsewhere. During the last 30 days, above-average rain fell across much of Guatemala, and neighboring portions 
of Honduras and El Salvador. These large moisture surpluses in the Alta Verapaz, Quiche, Huehuetenango, and southwestern 
departments of Guatemala are likely to sustain the potential for localized flooding and possible landslides in the higher elevations 
as seasonal rainfall is expected to increase during the next several weeks. However, poorly distributed rains in southern Honduras 
and northern Nicaragua since March are likely to lead to unfavorable ground conditions for early Primera season cropping 
activities.

For the next week, rainfall forecasts indicate a continuation of locally heavy rains over the northern half of Central America. The 
potential for the highest weekly rainfall remains across many anomalously wet areas of Guatemala, particularly in the Alta Verapaz 
and Huehuetenango Departments. Further south, a more seasonable distribution of rains is expected throughout Honduras, El 
Salvador, and Costa Rica.
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Figure 1: Seven-Day Total Rainfall Forecast (mm)
Valid: May 7-14, 2014

Source: NOAA/CPC

Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-683-3424.  

Heavy rains forecast to continue across many local areas of western Guatemala. 
 
During the last seven days, a significant enhancement of early season Primera rainfall was observed throughout northern Central America.  The 
highest weekly rainfall accumulations were received in the Alta Verapaz, Izabal and Peten departments of northern Guatemala and in Belize, with 
local amounts in excess of 150mm according to satellite rainfall estimates.  More moderate, well-distributed rains were also received across 
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Verapaz and Huehuetenango departments.  Further south, a more seasonable distribution of rains is expected throughout Honduras, El Salvador, 
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