
DECLARATION ON 
BETTER SCHOOL FOR 
GIRLS
We, a coalition of girl leaders 
assembled by Malala Fund and 
partners, on 11 October 2021 with 
a dedicated focus and united front 
to advocate for girls’ safety in 
Nigerian schools. We believe  that 
educating a girl child prepares her 
to face the reality of her society 
and empowers her to contribute 
positively to the nation at large.

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the recent increased attacks 
on schools, nearly two out of three 
(about 6.34 million) of the country’s 
10.2 million out-of-school children  
are girls1.  At the start of 2020, 
935 schools in Northeast Nigeria 
were closed as a result of attacks 
and conflict2. Many more schools 
are now closed across Northern 
Nigeria due to insecurity.  Evidence 
from past crises shows that girls 
are particularly vulnerable in the 
face of prolonged school closures. 
For many girls, this temporary 
hiatus of their education risks 
becoming permanent. 

We therefore demand that the Federal Government of Nigeria, Ministry 
of Education, Ministry of Women Affairs, Defence/Security Agencies and 
NAPTIP, take the necessary actions to scale up efforts by:

• Engaging all relevant personnel to effectively manage times of 
conflict  in  a way that enables schools to  remain unaffected.

• Ensuring that decision makers take immediate steps to provide 
alternatives to keep students learning.

• Investing in making the school premises safer for girls to remain in 
school unharmed. 

• Implementing the Safe School Declaration through a gender 
responsive approach, including allocating resources to address harms 
and threats of harms like sexual and gender based violence peculiar to 
girls.

• Ensuring that all girls are safe while going to school, at school, and 
returning  home from school.

 We decide to join forces to ensure we achieve Safer Schools for Girls by 
the year 2030.

1  The Guardian
https://guardian.ng/features/62-per-cent-of-nigerias-out-of-school-children-are-girls/amp/
 
2  Daily Trust
https://dailytrust.com/raising-girls-ambition-through-education-a-better-future-for-nigeria/

Although Nigeria is a signatory to 
several regional and international 
human rights instruments that 
affirm the right to education, 
Nigeria currently has no 
constitutional guarantee for 
citizens to access safe, free and 
compulsory basic education up 
to senior secondary level. Nigeria 
is a signatory to the African 
Charter on Human and Peoples 
Rights, the Solemn Declaration on 
Gender Equality in Africa (2004), 
the “Education for All” (EFA), the 
African Youth Charter (2006) - 
Article 23: Girls and Young Women, 
and Agenda 2063, all of which 
guarantee the right to education 
despite insecurity.

The Nigerian government made a 
commitment by signing the Safe 
School Declaration on 28th March 
2018.

We recognize that having access to 
education improves the economic 
wellbeing of the girl child and the 
nation at large.


