
ALERT FLOODS 
 

 

Ghana  Accra, October 17, 2019   
SITUATION  

Heavy rains for eight continuous days have caused havoc in the Upper East Region, as a number of people 

have lost their lives, while many others have either been displaced or injured. Already, 20 people have 

been confirmed dead, with 19 also injured, while some 1,550 houses have been destroyed in the process 

across the 15 districts of the region. Portions of a bridge in the Builsa North District, which connects Jansa 

and neighboring communities to Sandema, the district capital, have also been washed away. There are 

indications that the death toll and the number of houses damaged could rise, as the Upper East Regional 

Office of the National Disaster Management Organization (NADMO) is still collating figures.   

 
Additionally, the Ghana Meteorological Agency (GMet) has, since the beginning of the year, issued 

warnings that the frequency of rainfall will increase this year. Although the country is in the minor rainy 

season, it has been experiencing heavy rainfall in the last few days, and this may be seen as posing a 
serious threat of exacerbating the flooding situation and causing more damage and harm.  

NEEDS  
The flooding situation has put the affected region in a state of crisis. The flood-affected persons and 
their communities find themselves in a desperate situation, with many unmet vital humanitarian 
needs such as access to Shelter, WASH, Early recovery/livelihoods, food security, Protection and 
Psychosocial support.  
☒ sufficient food 

☒ safe shelter and basic non-food items  
☐ basic health services and facilities 

 
☒ safe drinking water, as well as sanitation and hygiene 

infrastructure  
☒ livelihood activities  
☐ protection services  
☐ adequate nutrition 

 
The dire situation is further compounded for the flood-affected people with vulnerabilities. More 
specifically for people living with disabilities, women and children, elderly pregnant women and 
school-going children. There is a pressing necessity to provide immediate assistance to minimize loss 
of life and to ensure that the needs of the most vulnerable are covered first.  

STAKEHOLDERS  
The following national and international entities are present and doing their best to respond to the 
crisis:  
☒ National government National Disaster Management Organization (NADMO) 

   

☒ Ghana Red Cross Society Conducting assessment to assist the vulnerable 
   

☒ National Security Providing security to the affected people 
   

☒ National NGOs Providing safe drinking water 

☒ Civil society groups Providing safety information to the public 

☒ Faith-based groups Providing safe shelter in churches 

☒ Philanthropy groups Providing foods and water 

☒ Host communities Assisting communities with safety information 

☒ Affected communities Providing manpower to provide temporal shelters 



 

The National Disaster Management Organization (NADM)) is currently coordinating the response. To 
ensure that the humanitarian response is well coordinated and complimentary, the ACT forum will 
take part in meetings with all relevant stakeholders. The forum in Ghana will establish an open line of 
communication with crisis-affected persons and communities to ensure a humanitarian response 
based on participation and feedback.  

ACT Alliance 

 

☒ ACT Alliance Ghana Forum (currently with 3 members) has been working in Ghana since 
2013 and is now planning to help people affected by the floods.  

☒ ACT Alliance Ghana Forum works in areas affected by the floods and is assessing the 
impact of the disaster to better understand the needs and vulnerabilities.  

☒ ACT Alliance Ghana Forum is currently monitoring the situation and is preparing rapid 
needs assessment to have an in-depth context analysis and a better understanding of 
existing vulnerabilities.  

☒ ACT Alliance Ghana Forum is monitoring the situation and emergency teams are in place or 
stationed to respond according to the results of a contextual analysis and rapid needs 
assessment.  

☒ In collaboration with relevant stakeholders, the ACT Ghana forum has identified a gap and 
has resolved that if funded, it will have the capacity to support the most vulnerable and 
affected.  

☒ The ACT Ghana forum is planning on submitting a funding proposal to provide Shelters, 
Early recovery livelihoods, food security, Protection and Psychosocial Support to ensure 
that the floods affected persons’ basic needs are met.  

☒ ACT Alliance Ghana forum is ready to respond, providing assistance to affected persons and 
affected households in the coming months.  

☒ Furthermore, ACT Ghana Forum will engage in advocacy on the national and international 
level to ensure that the voices of those affected by the floods are amplified. 

 
 
 

 

 

For further information please contact: 
 

Forum Coordinator, Emmanuel Nyarko Ankamah. (ankason@yahoo.com &pcghanango@gmail.com)   
ACT Regional Representative, Elizabeth Kisiigha Zimba (Elizabeth.zimba@actalliance.org) 
ACT Regional Programme Officer, Caroline Njogu (caroline.njogu@actalliance.org) 
 

ACT Web Site address: http://www.actalliance.org 
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