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National Drought Management Authority 

GARISSA COUNTY  

Drought Situation & EW Phase Classification 

Biophysical Indicators 

 The vegetation condition index value of (33.12) recorded is 

below the normal ranges (35-50) for the county. All the sub-

counties recorded below the lower ranges with Garissa township  

Dadaab balambala and Lagdera being the worst affected at 

17.86,24.5,19.13 and 16.87 respectively  .This have shown slight 

improvement from the  previous month though still in the  severe 

drought  condition category. It is fafi with 38.15 is within the 

normal ranges while Ijara is slightly above the upper limit 

making the county average to be slightly higher.  

 The standardized precipitation index for three month indicates a 

value of -0.21 which is within normal ranges of -1 to 1.  

 The state of water sources reduced to 4 in number, which are the 

permanent water sources and some water pans impounding water 

pans that improved water accessibility and availability. The 

natural earth pans have dried up. 

Socio Economic Indicators (Impact Indicators) 

 Livestock body conditions remained between poor and fair with a 

score of 2-3, livestock condition is expected to improve in the 

short run but may deteriorate further after that.  

  Milk production value recorded is 25lts which is within the 

normal ranges for the county and has reduced due to drying of 

animals but is expected to improve with current short rains 

continuing. 

  The MUAC levels recorded of 15.44%.ie is below the normal 

ranges which is a slight improvement but is still considered high. 

.    

 The terms of trade of 0.23 are below the normal range and thus 

households have poor purchasing powers and therefore food 

diversity is limited. 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Warning Phase Classification 

 

LIVELIHOOD 

ZONE 

EW 

PHASE 

TRENDS 

Agro-pastoral  Alert Improving   

Pastoral 

cattle/sheep  

Alarm No change   

Pastoral-all 

species  

Alarm No change   

 
Biophysical Indicators Value Normal 

ranges 

% of average rainfall (Oct-
Marc) 

N/A 80-120% 

VCI-3month 33.12 35-50 

SPI-3Month  -0.21 -1-1 

State of Water Sources 4 5 

 

Production indicators Value Normal 
ranges 

Livestock Migration Pattern Normal  Normal 

Livestock Body Conditions 2-3 4-5 

Milk Production  25 13.33-
36.01 

Livestock deaths (for 
drought) 

No death  No death   

Crops area planted (%)  % of LTA 

 

Access Indicators Value Normal 
ranges 

Terms of Trade (ToT) 0.26 0.26-0.76 

Milk Consumption  9.0 -21.80 

Water for Households   

 

Utilization indicators Value Normal 
ranges 

MUAC 15.44 21.60 - 15.64 

Coping Strategy Index (CSI) N/A 1.50 – 1.02 

 
 

 
 
 

Current Drought Risk 
Low  Medium High 

                                                           ▲ 

All the livelihood zones in the county are currently between alert and alarm stage of drought cycle and the trend is no change which may revert back 

to worsening in the short as the short rains season seized earlier than normal and had poor performances in most parts of the county.  The drought risk 

status may deteriorate from medium to high and need to be monitored continuously.     
 
 

         Drought early warning Flag- Phase Alarm 
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1.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITION (Stability). 

1.1 Rainfall 

 No rainfall was recorded during the month which represented early session of the short 

rains season 

1.2 Natural Vegetation and Pasture Condition 

 The quality of pasture and browse remained stable for the areas that received the rains in 

November and deteriorated in areas with no rain. The areas worst affected are in Lagdera 

Dadaab and balambala sub counties.  

 The vegetation condition index value of (33.12) recorded is below the normal ranges (35-

50) for the county. All the sub-counties recorded below the lower ranges with Garissa 

township  Dadaab balambala and Lagdera being the worst affected at 17.86,24.5,19.13 and 

16.87 respectively  .This have shown slight improvement from the  previous month though 

still in the  severe drought  condition category. It is fafi with 38.15 is within the normal 

ranges while Ijara is slightly above the upper limit making the county average to be 

slightly higher.  

 The graph below shows the vegetation condition index for the different sub counties  

 

 



 3 

 
 

 

1.3 Water Sources and Availability 

1.3.1 Use of Water Sources  

 The current water sources are Boreholes, river Tana; Benane spring, water pans, shallow 

wells. The main water sources available to the pastoralists reduced with the drying of earth 

pans and some water pans and this is expected to deteriorate.  

1.3.2 Household accessibility to water 

 Households and livestock water availability remained stable when compared with the 

previous month though the trekking distance increased relatively. The current trekking 

distances to water sources increased to 8km across the livelihood zones. 
             

 
 

1.3.3 Livestock accessibility to water           

 Water accessibility to livestock slightly reduced with the drying of earth pans. The 

distances covered by livestock between grazing areas and the water points have increased 

to an average of 12. 

 The distance is slightly  above the long term mean of 9.6km 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

2014 9.6 14.2 13.5 7.8 9.1 10.2 14 16.67 19 20 4 8

2013 5.6 8.5 2.6 5.6 3.8 4.4 4.2 4.7 8.9 14.9 2.9 2.8

Long term mean 2008 -2013 13.2 13.6 10.5 9.2 10.3 11 12 14 15.3 15.8 4.8 2.9
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The graph shows the long term mean  household distances to water sources against current year 
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1.4 EMERGING ISSUES. 

 

1.4.1 Insecurity/Conflict/ Human displacement. 

 No conflict over resources was reported in the county during the month. 

 

1.4.2 Migration  

 Livestock out migration to Somalia was reported mainly for cattle and camel which were 

on the south-eastern parts of the county. 

1.4.3 Implication on Food Security  

 Low quantity of pasture and browse, livestock outmigration and poor water quality has a 

negative food security implication in the county.  
 

2.0 RURAL ECONOMY INDICATORS (FOOD AVAILABILITY) 

 2.1     Livestock Production  

2.1.1   Livestock Body Condition 

 The main livestock reared by the pastoralist are camel, cattle, goats, sheep and donkeys. 

Camel & cattle being long term assets while shoats are short term assets/current assets. 

Donkeys are beast of burden and source of transport. 

 Livestock body conditions remained between poor and fair with a score of 2-3, livestock 

condition is expected to improve in the short run but may deteriorate further after that. 

2.1.2 Livestock Health and Diseases. 

 Outbreak of anthrax disease was reported in Dadaab and Fafi sub counties affecting camel 

and cattle. Other diseases reported were contagious caprine pleuropneumonia and lumpy 

skin disease.  

 

2.1.3 Milk Production 

 All livestock species produces milk though in low quantity, the average litres of milk produced during the 

month was 25lts. This is within the normal ranges. The condition is due to low birth rates realised and 

most livestock herds are away from the homesteads.  

2.2    CROP PRODUCTION 

2.2.1 Crop production activities along river Tana. 

 Irrigation farming continued during the month but no crops were planted under rain fed 

farming because of early session and poor performance of the short rains season. 

2.2.2 Pests and Crop Diseases 

 Banana disease was reported  

3.0    Access to food.  

3.1    Livestock Marketing. 

3.1.1 Cattle prices 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

long term mean    2008- 2013 11.5 13.5 6.8 5.8 8.4 14.9 15.8 17.7 22.4 25.6 10.7 9.6

2013 14 15 4.9 5.5 6.6 11.2 14.9 15.9 19.6 23.2 6.4 10.8

2014 15.2 19.6 16.1 11.6 12.8 13.4 18 20.8 25 27 6 12
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The graph shows the long term mean Livestock grazing distances to water sources against current 
year   
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 Cattle prices continue to improve when compared with preceding month but is below the 

long term price for the month. This was attributed to slightly improving body condition 

and increasing demand. The current cattle market price was ksh. 15000against kshs.13600 

for the previous month. 

 

 

 

3.1.2 Goats Prices. 

 The current price of goats is Kshs 2402 and increased when compared with the previous 

month. The trend is due to slight improvement in goat’s body condition and   increase in 

demand of traders for goats.   

  The graph below explains.   

 
 

        

3.1.3 Sheep Prices. 

 Sheep prices relatively increased from kshs. 1100 to kshs. 1236 though lower than the long 

term mean price for the month due to poor performance of the rains which has delayed 

jan feb mar apr may jun jul aug sep oct nov dec

cattle long term mean 2001-2013 13791 13816 14504 14751 15261 15581 15257 15083 14158 14030 14425 16247

cattle prices 2013 17000 17000 18000 18000 18888 20000 20000 19500 19000 17800 17800 19000

cattle price 2014 17750 15900 15900 17000 18000 17600 16250 16150 15800 12400 13600 15000
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The graph below indicates cattle long term price against current year 
price 

jan feb mar apr may jun jul aug sep oct nov dec

goats long term mean 2001-2012 2434 2423 2655 2665 2759 2533 2397 2376 2310 2171 2274 2561

Goats price 2014 2690 2400 2432 3000 3100 2800 2531 2463 2463 2400 2336 2402
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The grapgh below reflects goats long term mean prices compared with current year prices
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impact on the body condition of sheep and markets  

 

     
 

3.2 Livestock sale 

  Number of livestock presented for sale increased but still low compared with a good 

season when livestock fully recovers from drought stress. Goats are the highest in the 

markets due to their slightly better body condition and improving market prices.  

3.3 Income sources 

 Livestock sale remains the main sources for pastoralist at a reduced rate and others gaining 

momentum.   The chart below indicates the different income sources for households and 

the percentage score for each income sources. 

  The chart below indicates the different income sources for households and the percentage 

score for each income sources.  
 

       

 
 

 

 

3.2.1 PURCHASE PRICE OF FOOD COMMODITIES. 

3.2.2 Maize price 

  Current maize price was kshs.65 per kg and is stable for a long and is considered 

high by the pastoralist. The price is above the long term mean price for the month. 

The trend was due to scarcity of the product and low market demand. 
 

jan feb mar apr may jun jul aug sep oct nov dec

sheep long term mean 2001-2012 1883 1964 2061 2114 2195 1859 1765 1686 1594 1229 1255 1819

sheep price 2014 1820 1420 1420 1580 1650 1450 1350 1245 1200 1100 1100 1236
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The graph below shows  sheep  long term mean pirices compared with current year prices 
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3.2.3 Posho (locally milled and Jogoo) 

 The price of Posho of Kshs. 88.5 per kg reduced when compared with the previous month. 

The price is above the long term mean price of kshs.78.5 for the month. The trend was 

attributed to the market supply and demand for the product. 

 

 
 

3.2.4 PURCHASE PRICE OF OTHER FOOD COMMODITIES 

 Price for all other essential commodities was stable but remained high for the pastoralist. 

The terms of trade are currently at 0.26 which is within the normal ranges but not 

favourable to pastoralist at this time of the years.  

3.2.5 FOOD SECURITY IMPLICATION 

 Improving livestock prices  though not full potential ,opening up of markets and relatively 

improving market demand , scarcity of livestock products (milk and meat )leading low 

protein uptake, livestock diseases which increase cost of livestock management,  reducing 

rate of  at risk to malnutrition though high and  low prices of farm produce against high 

farm inputs in the  county  reflects negatively or positively on  food security situation. 

4.0 HUMAN WELFARE INDICATORS 

4.1 Nutritional Status 

 The nutritional status of children above one (1) and below five (5)  decreased and shown 

relative improvement on percentage of children at risk  when compared with the preceding 

but is still high,  the trend is due to slightly improving terms of trade .The percentage of 

those rated at risk reduced to  15.44%.   Though higher than the long term for the month.   

 The graph below explains   

jan feb mar apr may jun jul aug sep oct nov dec

Maize long term mean 2001-2012 47.2 46.2 45.5 44.5 43.5 44.5 45.5 46.7 47.5 51.2 52 51.2

Current year Maize price 2014 55 60 60 60 60 60 65 65 65 65 65
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The long term Mean Maize Prices Aganist Current Year 

jan feb mar apr may jun jul aug sep oct nov dec

Posho long term mean 2001-2012 71.7 72.5 71.5 71.5 72 72 72.2 72.5 74 76.7 78.2 78.5

Posho price 2014 85 85 85 85 85 85 88.5 88.5 88.5 88.5 90 88.5
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The Graph Below reflects the current year Posho Prices aganist long term mean prices 
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4.2 HUMAN HEALTH 

 There is upsurge of diarrhoeal diseases, upper respiratory tract infection, urinary tract 

infection and malaria reported in most parts of the county. Diarrhoeal disease affects both 

adults and children. 

4.3 FLAGGED AREAS (AFFECTED AREAS)  

 Ashadin, Afweyne , Diiso and  Galmagala  

5. 0 CURRENT INTERVENTION MEASURES. 

5.1 (NON-FOOD)  
 

 Excavation of water pans by the county government  

 Coordination activities for the anticipated elnino conducted by the county coordinating 

unit. 

 Rehabilitation of water supply systems for Ijara sub county by county government 

department of water continues. 

 Intercommunity peace meeting conducted by the county government in collaboration with 

stakeholders. 

 

 

5.2 FOOD AID 

 General food distribution and food for asset continued targeting 133,400, beneficiaries.  

 School meals programme provided by W.F.P targeting 42,049 children continued during 

the month. 

 Supplementary feeding targeting 2,200 children under five, pregnant and lactating mother 

continued. 

 

 5.3 COPING STRATEGY 

 Livestock migration and separation of herds  

 Search for Causal labour in main towns 

 Borrowing and credit facilities. 

 Reduced meal size and skipping of meals     

 

6.0 RECOMMENDATIONS TO DISTRICT STEERING GROUP AND KENYA FOOD 

SECURITY STEERING GROUP. 

 

jan feb mar apr may jun jul aug sep oct nov dec

At risk long term mean 2001-2012 10.03 10.1 9.9 9.04 7.93 9.16 10.42 10.85 11.75 13 11.35 9.1

At risk 2014 9.6 13.2 13.4 10.3 9.91 11.44 14.76 15.1 15.6 20.1 13.6 15.44
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The graph below reflects the long term mean for children at risk compared with current year
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 Activate the contingency plan and prepare response plan before the situation deteriorates 

further. 

 Support disaster risk reduction project that enhances community resilience 

 Support repairs  and maintenance of  boreholes   

 Conduct vaccination against anthrax disease reported in parts of Dadaab and fafi sub 

county.  

 Conduct integrated health outreach programme  

 Provision of water treatment chemicals to water pan users 

 Develop water points through drilling of more boreholes and water systems. 

 Support fodder production along Tana River in preparation for the dry spell. 

 Conduct nutritional assessment and food security assessment. 

 Improve coordination activities in the county. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     


