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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 2011 maize production satisfactory 

 Maize and bean prices down 

Above average maize production in 2011 
despite October flooding  
Harvesting activities of the 2011 second "de postrera" season 
— the country’s main bean crop — has just ended. The 
season was hampered by torrential rainfall associated with 
tropical depression 12-E in mid-October. The resulting floods 
and landslides caused localized crop losses, particularly in 
southern coastal areas, in the south of Petén province and 
parts of the Altiplano. Production losses are provisionally 
estimated at 37 000 tonnes of maize, and a further 1 500 
tonnes of beans — a crop that is highly sensitive to excess 
water and high humidity.  Crop damage is not significant 
nationally, however, and annual maize production (first and 
second seasons) is set to be above the average of the last five 
years — thanks to generally adequate rainfall and higher 
yields obtained in the main "de primera” season, for which 
harvesting began in August. 

Cereal import requirements to decline in 
2011/12 (July/June) 

Cereal import requirement for 2011/12 marketing year 
(July/June) are forecast at 1.2 million tonnes or 5 percent 
below last year’s level as a result of the higher output 
estimated in 2011. 

Bean prices fall in January, while maize 
prices slightly increase 
Maize and bean prices in Guatemala City retreated from their 
July 2011 peaks as the 2011 "de primera” harvest came in 
from August onwards, before stabilizing at relatively low levels 
in January 2012. 
 
Maize prices hit record levels in July 2011, and fell from 
August onwards as a result of the 2011 "de primera” season 
harvest, which is the main maize crop. However, in January 
2012 they were 8 percent above their December level owing to 
a seasonal year-end surge in demand. 
 
Black bean prices in January 2012 were 2 percent down 
compared to December 2011 and about 13 percent lower than 
a year earlier, as a result of the harvest in the eastern and 
northern regions and parts of the south, and imports from 
Mexico and Nicaragua. 
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