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The Polio Endgame Strategy 2019–2023 is not intended to supersede the Polio Eradication & 
Endgame Strategic Plan (PEESP), as the four objectives and the core strategies to achieve 
eradication have proven effective around the world.1 Rather, the current strategy offers a review 
of what activities should continue, what changes will be implemented, and what innovations will 
be introduced to ensure that the GPEI successfully addresses the risks to eradication. (See 
Figure 1.) 

The strategy also supports the Strategic Action Plan for Transition and provides a bridge to the 
Post-Certification Strategy (PCS).2 As such, it lays the groundwork for both the transition 
currently underway in polio-free countries – and the post-certification period of a polio-free world 
yet on the horizon.  

 

Goals of the Polio Endgame Strategy 2019–2023 

Goal One – 
Eradication 

• Interrupt transmission of all wild poliovirus (WPV) 

• Stop all circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus (cVDPV) outbreaks within 120 
days of detection and eliminate the risk of emergence of future VDPVs. 

Goal Two –  
Integration 

• Contribute to strengthening immunization and health systems to help achieve 
and sustain polio eradication 

• Ensure sensitive poliovirus surveillance through integration with 
comprehensive vaccine-preventable disease (VPD) and communicable 
disease surveillance systems 

• Prepare for and respond to outbreaks and emergencies  

Goal Three –  
Certification 
and Containment 

• Certify eradication of wild poliovirus 

• Contain all polioviruses 

 

Key elements 

The figure below highlights key activities the programme will carry out over 2019–2023 across 
the goals and enabling areas. The programme will continue many of the activities that have 
proven to be successful to interrupt wild poliovirus, while making necessary adjustments and 
implementing new innovations. These three goals will be supported by three enabling areas:  
Gender equality and equity, Governance and management and Research as well as  outline key 

actions needed to prepare for the implementation of the Post-Certification Strategy.  
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Figure 1. Summary of key strategy elements 

  

Source: WHO, Polio Endgame Strategy 2019–2023. 

 

 


