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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Cereal production increased by 12 percent in 2011 

 Increased revenues from cashew exports due to higher prices 
on international markets 

 Access to food continues to be affected by high prices 

Favourable weather conditions resulted in a record 
2011 harvest  

Harvesting of rice, the major crop produced in Guinea-Bissau, will be 
completed by the end of January. Average rainfall during the growing 
period, combined with increased government and international support, 
has resulted in a record cereal harvest in 2011. A joint CILSS/FAO 
Crop Assessment Mission that visited the country recently, estimated 
2011 aggregate cereal production at about 281 000 tonnes, about 
12 percent higher than the bumper 2010 output and 29 percent above 
the average of the past five years.  

Access to food is constrained by high prices  

In spite of last year’s good cereal production, access to food continues 
to be negatively affected by high prices and inflation rates. Guinea-
Bissau is highly dependent on rice imports. Approximately 40 percent of 
the national cereal requirements are satisfied through imports. In 
addition to rice, the prices of other imported commodities including 
wheat, oil, and sugar have increased significantly, driven by high 
international commodity prices.  The year-on-year inflation rate 
accelerated from -1.7 percent in 2009 and 2.5 percent in 2010 to 5.2 
percent in 2011. During the previous food price crisis, Inflation 
increased more than two-fold between 2007 and 2008 to 10.5 percent. 

Cashew nut marketing improved since 2009 

The impact of high food prices on vulnerable rural populations was 
exacerbated by the marketing problems that the cashew nut sector has 
had to address in recent years. Cashew nut incomes normally permit 
farmers to supplement their food crop production by purchasing 
imported rice. After several years of policy interventions with negative 
effects on prices and incomes, marketing has been better managed 
since 2009, leading to a considerable increase in export volumes 
according to official sources. This, combined with the recent rebound in 
international cashew prices, has had a positive impact on farmers’ 
income.  

 
 

 
 

 

 


