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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Rice production in 2013 to decrease sharply but that of 
maize to increase  

 Higher cereal imports during 2013/14 marketing year 
(July/June)  

 Overall food security conditions are improving but 
localised food insecurity still persists 

Rice production in 2013 to decrease sharply 
but that of maize to increase 

Harvesting of the 2013 secondary off season rice has just began, 
while that of the main season was completed earlier in the year. 
Official estimates indicate a sharp reduction in the area planted 
to rice from last year’s record level. According to remote sensing 
data, rainfall was generally average to above average during the 
growing season (Novermber-April) over large parts of the 
country, leading to good vegetative growing conditions. However, 
heavy downpours in June resulted in localised flooding and 
landslides causing crop damage and severe reduction in yields 
particulalry in parts of producing areas of Ainaro, Baucau, 
Cocalima and Viqueque districts. As a result, latest official 
forecast point to a 2013 aggregate rice paddy production (the 
main and ongoing off seasons), of about 80 000 tonnes, some 
43 percent below last year’s record crop.  
 
The 2013 total maize crop, including main season harvest and off 
season crop to be harvested later in the year, is officilly forecast 
at 117 000 tonnes, some 23 percent above last year’s above 
average level. The increase is predominantly attributed to higher 
yields, as result of favourable rains during the season in the main 
growing areas, increased use of high quality seeds and improved 
farming practicies. 
 
Overall, the 2013 aggregate cereal production is forecast at a 
below average level of 197 000 tonnes, marking a decrease of 
16 percent relative to the previous year’s bumper output. Crop 
monitoring and production estimation in Timor-Leste is currently 
being strengthened with a new EU funded FAO project which 
established a National Information and Early Warning System 
(NIEWS) in 2012. 

Higher cereal imports during 2013/14 
marketing year (July/June) 

Cereal imports for 2013/14 marketing year (July/June) are 
forecast to increase to 80 000 tonnes due to the lower rice 
production in 2013. 

Overall food security conditions are improving 
but localized food insecurity still persists 
In 2013 Timor-Leste graduated out of the group of Low-Income 
and Food-Deficit Countries (LIFDC), the main reason being an 
increase in the per capita gross national income (GNI) to 
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USD 2 730 in 2011 from USD 395 in 2002 (according to the 
World Bank estimates). Overall, the food security situation in the 
country has improved following the 2012 bumper cereal harvest 
and relatively regular supplies of food to the local markets. 
However, food difficulties are anticipated in areas affected by 
floods this year. Access to food remains also a major challenge 
in the upland and remotely located villages. 

 


