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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Generally favourable weather during the 2012/13 cropping 
season Maize production declined by 11 percent in 2012, but 
remained above average 

 Lower domestic harvest in 2012 and economic downturn 
negatively impacts on food security  

Beneficial rains received during the 2012/13 
cropping season 
Harvesting of the main maize crop is expected to begin in April/May. 
Seasonal rains began on time in October, and cumulative levels have 
so far remained at average levels throughout the cropping season. 
Despite the good rains however, limited access to inputs, including 
fertilisers, may have resulted in a reduced planted area, similar to the 
previous season.  
 
For the subsequent 2013/14 cropping season, the Government has 
announced a new food security and mechanization project, targeting an 
increase in maize production by 40 000 tonnes.  

Lower maize production in 2011/12  
Production of maize in 2012 was estimated at 76 091 tonnes, some 
11 percent below the previous season’s output, but above the short-
term average. The decline reflects a sharp 15 percent contraction in the 
area planted, due to erratic rains at the start of the cropping season.  

Maize import needs expected to be met in current 
marketing year 

The import requirement for maize in the current 2012/13 marketing year 
(May/April) is estimated at 75 000 tonnes, moderately higher than the 
previous year, to compensate for the reduced 2012 domestic output. So 
far, an estimated 63 000 tonnes have been imported from South Africa, 
the country’s main trading partner, since the start of 2012/13 year, 
averaging at about 6 300 tonnes a month. If the current rate continues, 
the country will satisfy its import needs for maize.  

Sluggish economy and poor cereal output in 2012 
adversely impacts on food security 

Approximately 116 000 persons are currently estimated to be food 
insecure, up 31 percent from the previous year. The reduced 2012 crop 
output and a weakened economy, following the reduction in Southern 
African Customs Union (SACU) revenues, contributed to the 
deterioration in food security conditions. The projected increase in 
SACU revenues for 2012/13, however, alleviated the tight fiscal 
situation, improving the economic outlook in the short-term. 

 
 

 
 

 

 


