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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Planting of 2013 cereal crops is concluded in southern area, 
while it is ongoing in northern areas 

 Reduced planted area expected in most conflict-affected areas 

 Timely onset and good amounts of seasonal rains favouring 
crops and pasture 

 Prices of sorghum, the main food staple, on the rise in most 
markets 

 About 1.2 million people are estimated to be severely food 
insecure until next harvest starts in August/September 

Abundant rains favour the establishment of 2013 
cereal crops 
In southern Greenbelt and Greater Equatoria states, the March-to-May 
rains were generally favourable with a timely onset and abundant 
amounts received in most cropping areas, favouring planting and crop 
development. In particular, well above average rains during the month 
of May have increased soil moisture surpluses in most south-western 
areas of the country with positive effects on crop yields and availability 
of grazing resources. As pastures are being regenerated, livestock are 
gradually trekking back from dry season grazing areas. In northern 
areas of the country, seasonal rains started with a slight delay of one-
two dekads in mid-May and planting of crops, to be harvested during 
the last quarter of the year, is underway. 

Civil insecurity hampers planting operations 

In areas affected by the prevailing civil insecurity due to conflict and 
inter-tribal clashes, such as parts of Jonglei, Unity, Warrap and Lakes 
states, access to land is often limited and although official estimates are 
not available, planted area is expected to decline.  

Sorghum prices increasing seasonally in most 
markets  
Prices of locally produced cereal crops are increasing in most markets 
as the lean season progresses and household food stocks begin to 
dwindle. From January to April, retail prices of the main staple sorghum 
increased in Bor and Aweil by 15 and 12 percent, respectively, 
following seasonal patterns, while they were mostly stable in the capital 
Juba. By contrast, over the same period, sorghum prices decreased in 
Malakal by 18 percent due to increased informal imports from 
neighbouring Sudan.  
 
Since the beginning of the year, prices of maize decreased by 
11 percent in Juba, mainly due to the availability of imports from 
Uganda and Tanzania. Prices are expected to increase further in the 
coming months as the lean season progresses and most roads, 
especially in remote areas, become impassable during the rainy season 
thus disrupting market supplies. 

Improved food security in parts, but food 
emergency remains, especially among IDPs and 
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flood affected areas 
Countrywide, until the start of the next harvest in August/September, 
about 1.2 million people are estimated to be severely food insecure, 
while additional 3.5 million people are considered moderately food 
insecure. Higher levels of food insecurity are reported in parts of 
Jonglei (especially Pibor county), Unity, Lakes, Warrap states and the 
Abyei disputed area. These areas are characterized by intensive inter-
communal clashes (mostly related to cattle raiding) and persistent civil 
insecurity. Most of the areas (including the eastern flood plains of 
Upper Nile state) had also a below average crop production in 2012 
due to widespread flooding which caused an earlier than normal 
exhaustion of food stocks (in April instead of May). The overall food 
security situation is expected to improve beginning from August as 
early maturing sorghum and green maize become available for 
consumption. 
 
The recent signing of the Implementation Matrix agreement between 
the Sudan and South Sudan is also expected to improve the overall 
food security situation, although its effects may not be immediate. The 
resumption of oil production and its export via Sudan is expected to 
improve the country’s financial position and reduce the inflationary 
pressure. At the same time, the decision to open ten cross-border 
points is also expected to facilitate formal and informal trade, with 
positive effects on food availability in markets along the border. 
 
As of early April 2013, the total number of refugees from conflict-
affected areas of South Kordofan and Blue Nile states in Sudan which 
are hosted in Unity and Upper Nile states is approximately 189 000 
people, about 20 000 people more than three months earlier, posing an 
increasing demand on hosting communities for food, water and health 
services. 

 


