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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Timely start of the 2013 B season rainfall 

 Food prices decline in most markets 

 Food security situation improves following the new harvest 

Planting of 2013 B season crops is underway 
Land preparation and planting for the 2013 B season (February-July) is 
underway. The long rainy season started on time by mid-February and 
rainfall amounts are forecast at average to above average levels along 
the season. Heavy rains during the last dekad of February have caused 
flash floods in some northern and western parts of the country and some 
damage to paddy and sugar cane fields was reported. 

Well below average 2013 A season harvest in 
eastern districts 

Harvesting of the 2013 A season (September-February) has recently 
been completed. Although official estimates are not yet available, the 
season’s output is expected at below average levels. In particular, crop 
yields in eastern agro-pastoral districts have been severely affected by 
unfavourable A season rainfall. Erratic rains at the beginning of the 
season, followed by heavy rains and above average prevalence of crop 
diseases have also damaged crops in some subsistence farming 
highland areas in southern and western provinces. 

Prices of main staple foods decline in most markets 

In Kigali, wholesale prices of beans declined by 14 percent between 
December 2012 and early March 2013 with the arrival on markets of 
newly harvested 2012 A season crops. Currently, beans are traded at 
about USD 490 per tonne, similar to levels of March 2012. Similarly, 
wholesale prices of rice, which were firm at record levels in the second 
semester of 2012, declined by 20 percent between January and early 
March 2013, at USD 1 015 per tonne. Prices of maize also declined 
between January and early March 2013 by about 20 percent in 
Ruhengeri, located in a producing area in the northern province, while 
they remained stable at about USD 400 per tonne over the same period 
in the capital city due to the high local demand. 

Improved food security situation following seasonal 
harvest 

Generally stable food security situation prevail as household food stocks 
in most areas have been replenished by the newly harvested 2013 A 
season crops. However, several households in eastern agro-pastoral 
areas as well in subsistence farming highland areas in southern and 
western provinces that experienced a below average 2013 A season 
harvest are expected to face a long lean season as their meagre food 
stocks are quickly being depleted. Since end November 2012, an 
outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease in the Eastern Province induced local 
authorities to quarantine livestock within the infected districts. Cattle 
movements have been restricted and markets have been temporarily 
closed with negative consequences on the income of agro-pastoral 
households. 
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