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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 The 2013 rice production to remain around the record level of 
last year 

 Domestic prices of rice stable in recent months  

 Cereal imports forecast to remain firm in 2013/14 
(April/March) 

 Overall food security situation satisfactory but localized food 
insecurity persists 

The 2013 rice production to remain around the 
record level of last year 
Harvesting of the 2013 secondary (dry) season paddy crop is 
currently underway and will continue into December, while that of the 
2013 main (rainy) season was completed by June. 
 
Heavy downpours during December and late February resulted in 
localised flooding causing some damage to the main season paddy 
crop, particularly in parts of Bojonegoro (north-eastern Java), Aceh 
Besar (northern Sumatra), West Sumbawa (western Sumbawa) and 
South Kalimantan. Furthermore, unusually wet conditions between 
April and June, particularly over parts of the Island of Java, hindered 
planting activities of the secondary season crops. As a result of these 
localized adverse weather conditions, official forecast of the 2013 
national paddy output have been revised downwards to a still record 
level of 69.3 million tonnes, marginally above the last year’s bumper 
output.  
 
Harvesting of the 2013 main (rainy) season maize crop was 
completed in April and that of the 2013 secondary (dry) season is 
ongoing and will be concluded in December. The 2013 aggregate 
maize output is officially forecast at 18.8 million tonnes, some 
3 percent lower than last year’s record level but above the previous 
five-year average. The decrease in production mainly reflects an 
estimated 2 percent reduction in plantings and slightly lower yields 
following below average rains from early July to mid-September 2013 
in the key producing areas of East and Central Java.  

Cereal imports forecast to remain firm in 2013/14 
marketing year (April/March)  

Indonesia is one of the biggest importers of wheat and for the 
2013/14 marketing year (April/March) wheat imports are estimated to 
increase to 7 million tonnes, some 5 percent higher than a year ago, 
reflecting, in part, higher demand for the commodity.  
 
Given a second consecutive bumper paddy production in 2013, rice 
imports are forecast at 1.3 million tonnes, some 28 percent below the 
estimated level in 2012 and much lower than the actual rice imports 
of 2.9 million tonnes in 2011. Imports of maize for the 2013/14 
marketing year (April/March) are forecast at 2.2 million tonnes, 
compared to the estimated 2 million tonnes imported in 2012/13. The 
increase is mainly on account of an estimated reduction in 2013 
maize harvest.  
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The total cereal imports for the 2013/14 marketing year (April/March) 
are thus forecast at 10.6 million tonnes, similar to the large purchases 
of the previous year and about 20 percent above the five-year 
average.  

Rice prices stable in recent months 
The average price of medium quality rice remained stable in 
September 2013 but at a near-record level, despite the beginning of 
the 2013 secondary (dry) season harvest, anticipated to be good. 
Prices were mainly supported by high fuel prices, after the 
Government decision in late June to raise the subsidised petrol prices 
by some 44 percent from IDR 4 500/litre to IDR 6 500/litre. The recent 
downward revision of the 2013 paddy production forecast provided 
further support. 
 
The year-on-year consumer price index (CPI) in September 2013 was 
recorded at 8.4 percent, slightly below the rate in August. The year-
on-year food inflation reached 12.8 percent in September. 

Overall food security situation satisfactory but 
localized food insecurity persists 
In general, the food security situation in the country continues to be 
stable and satisfactory. However, access to food for the vulnerable 
population, remains a major challenge in the eastern parts of the 
country such as Nusa Tenggara Timur (NTT), Nusa Tenggara Barat 
(NTB) and Papua provinces. High food prices are further affecting the 
food security situation of vulnerable groups of population.  

 
 

 

 


