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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Unfavourable prospects for secondary “belg” season crops 

 Prices of cereals increase in most markets following the 
seasonal trend 

 Food security declines in belg-dependant areas as the lean 
season reaches its peak 

 Number of hosted refugees, two thirds of them from Somalia, 
reaches record level of about 400 000 people 

 
Planting of the 2013 “meher” season long-cycle maize and sorghum 
crops, to be harvested from October to January, is underway in major 
producing areas of Oromia, Amhara and Benishangul Gumuz regions 
under improved rainfall conditions. 

Late and erratic rains affect the start of the 
secondary “belg” season crops  
The onset of the secondary “belg” rains was generally late by three to 
four weeks in February/March, negatively affecting planting operations 
of crops to be harvested from July. In “belg” cropping areas of southern 
Tigray and eastern Amhara regions, planted area was reported to be 
well below average levels. Yield levels are also expected to decline due 
to moisture deficits in March and April. In central and eastern Oromia 
and in SNNP regions, despite the rainfall delay, average crop 
conditions are reported. Heavy rains in late March, in the Shabelle 
River catchment areas of the Somali region, in East and West Hararghe 
zones of Oromia region and in Welayta and Sidama zone of SNNPR, 
have caused some localized flooding, affecting assets and livelihoods 
of about ten thousand households. 
 
In SNNPR, the sweet potato production gathered between March and 
May was very low as a consequence of significant decline in planted 
area due to shortage of cuttings at planting time and persistent 
moisture deficit between October 2012 and February 2013. 
 
In most southern and south-eastern agro-pastoral and pastoral lowland 
areas, timely, well distributed and above average March to May 
“gu/genna” rains have improved crop prospects and availability of 
pasture and water. Similarly, favourable March to May “sugum” season 
rainfall in the Afar region has reduced water shortages that were 
exacerbated by near-record hot weather conditions during the first 
quarter of 2013. 

Prices of cereals are increasing seasonally 

Following the seasonal decline in grain supply, wholesale prices of 
main cereals increased from March to mid-May by between 5 and 
10 percent in most markets. Current prices of maize, red sorghum and 
mixed teff are higher than one year earlier by between 8 and 20 
percent, while prices of wheat are almost at the same level. In 
particular, in Addis Ababa market, a quintal of red sorghum and mixed 
teff is traded at near-record levels of ETB 600 and ETB 1340. 

Food security conditions deteriorate in belg 
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season dependant areas as the lean season 
progresses 

Food security conditions worsen in most “belg” season crop producing 
areas as the lean season is gradually peaking before the start of the 
harvest in late-June/July. The situation is particularly difficult in sweet 
potatoes growing areas of SNNPR following the poor output of the 
recent harvest and the reduced income opportunities from coffee 
plantations as a result of low coffee production and prices. 
 
According to the last Humanitarian Requirements Document released 
in February 2013, the number of people in need of relief food 
assistance until June 2013 was estimated at 2.4 million, well below the 
3.7 million people in August 2012, mainly due to the good production of 
the 2012 “meher” season crops which significantly contributed to the 
improvement of food access to many vulnerable households. Currently, 
the majority of food insecure households are located in the Somali 
(pastoral and agro-pastoral areas), Oromia (mostly lowland areas), 
Tigray (especially eastern and southern zones) and SNNP regions. 
 
As mid-May 2013, about 394 000 refugees are hosted in Ethiopia, 
60 percent (approximately 240 000 people) of them from Somalia and 
90 000 Sudanese that fled the conflict in the Blue Nile state since 
September 2011 and some 66 000 people from Eritrea. In April 2013, 
there were an estimated 190 000 people residing in the five Dollo Ado 
camps in the Somali region, with approximately one-third of children 
categorised as severely malnourished. 

 

 


