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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Above average rainfall benefited crops in 2012, but civil 
insecurity affected agricultural activities in parts 

 Inflation increased in 2012  

 Escalation of civil conflict aggravated an already alarming food 
security situation 

Despite good weather conditions, civil conflict 
negatively affect agricultural activities 

The main 2013 maize crop, to be harvested from July, will be sown in 
March. However, agricultural activities have been affected by the 
escalation in civil conflict in December 2012, and land preparation, 
which should have started in January, is behind schedule in parts. 
 
The 2012 secondary cereal crops were harvested last December, while 
the cassava crop, the principal staple in the country, was harvested in 
December/January. 
 
Crop development benefited from above average rainfall during the 
growing season (September-November); however, civil insecurity 
affected harvesting operations in parts, but estimates of crop damage 
and production losses are not yet available.  

Levels of inflation increased in 2012 

Market disruptions caused by the civil strife resulted in significant 
increases in food prices in several areas, including in the capital 
Bangui, where the cost of a food basket was 29 percent higher in 
January 2013 compared to the month before. Already, the annual 
consumer price inflation had surged from 1.5 percent in 2011 to 
7 percent in 2012. In the last several years inflation rose significantly 
from 1 percent in 2007 to 6.5 percent in 2008 but declined to 
3.5 percent in 2009 and to 1.5 percent in 2010 and 2011.  

Civil conflict aggravates an already alarming food 
security situation  

The food security situation, which was already alarming (as of May 
2012, more than 776 000 individuals, close to 20 percent of the total 
population, were in a food crisis), has deteriorated from December 
2012 onwards, when the civil conflict escalated. Drastic coping 
strategies, such as selling of productive assets and a reduction in the 
diversity and quantity of food consumption compared to 2012 have 
been reported in many areas. Overall food insecurity has been 
exacerbated by the widespread displacement, with the IDP caseload 
estimated at 173 000. 
 
The food situation is projected to further deteriorate until the next 
harvest, in July 2013, especially in the north of Nana-Grebizi, in Ouham 
and Vakaga regions. In the absence of food aid distribution and the 
resumption of trade and marketing activities, an estimated 80 000 
people would face severe food insecurity during the lean season (from 
April/May in most parts) in rebel held areas alone, and that 13 500 
children under 5, in the rebel held areas and Bangui, will suffer from 

 
 

 



GIEWS global information and early warning system on food and agriculture 

 

Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM), while over 44 000 will suffer from 
Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM). 
 
To tackle the food insecurity situation, a Consolidated Appeal Process 
(CAP), a joint effort by the government, the United Nations and the 
humanitarian community, was launched in early December, appealing 
for USD 129 million to assist 646 000 people. However, since the 
appeal was launched shortly before the escalation of the civil conflict, 
the needs of those affected by the current crisis is unaccounted for. 
Humanitarian agencies are currently working on a response plan to the 
current crisis and additional funding will be required in 2013 to cover 
the entire humanitarian programme in 2013. 
 
WFP is also preparing a Budget Revision with additional needs of 
USD 5.6 million to assist an additional 120 000 people in need of food 
assistance, including 80 000 severely food insecure in the rebel 
occupied areas. 
 

 


