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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Maize production in 2013 to reach new record highs 

 Favourable prospects for the 2013 wheat crop 

 Domestic prices of maize declining but those of wheat flour 
and rice on the increase 

 North-East region affected by severe drought for the second 
consecutive year 

Maize production in 2013 to reach new records 

Harvest of the second season maize crop is underway and official 
forecasts point to a record output of almost 44 million tonnes, 
14 percent above the high level of the previous year. Production of 
the 2013 recently harvested first season was also good and in 
aggregate, official forecasts point to a 2013 crop of almost 
78.5 million tonnes, a new record. This reflects a significant increase 
in plantings, in response to high market prices, and improved yields 
following favourable weather during the cropping seasons.  
 
Harvesting of the 2013 rice paddy crop was completed in May and 
the output is officially estimated at 11.94 million tonnes (in paddy 
terms), a recovery over last year’s reduced level, but still somewhat 
below the five years average, mainly due to planting delays due to 
adverse weather conditions.  
 
The 2013 soybean production was estimated close to 81 million 
tonnes, 23 percent higher than in 2012. 

Favourable prospects for the wheat crop 

Planting of the 2013 wheat crop was completed in June under 
generally favourable weather conditions. While the area planted 
increased only marginally from last year, yields are expected to 
recover from the low levels of 2012, providing good weather persists. 
Early official forecasts point to an increase of 25 percent in 
production to an about average level of 5.5 million tonnes. 

Exports of maize may decline in 2013/14 despite 
bumper 2013 production 

Early forecast point to a decline of maize exports in the 2013/14 
marketing year (April/March) due to strong competition from other 
exporters and logistical constraints. However, at the forecast volume 
of 22 million tonnes, maize exports are still almost double the five 
year average level. Along with Argentina, exports from Brazil in the 
coming months will contribute to ease tight supplies in the world 
maize market due to last year’s drought-reduced harvest in the 
United States. 

Domestic maize prices declining but those of 
wheat and rice at high levels 
Domestic national average wholesale prices of maize weakened 
further in June under the downward pressure of supplies from the 
2013 harvests and were around their levels a year earlier. By 
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contrast, the average wheat price remained firm and one-third higher 
than in June 2012, while those of wheat flour rose by near 5 percent 
in the Sao Paulo main market. This reflects the 2012 reduced wheat 
harvest, high quotations in the international markets and the 
depreciation of the national currency in recent months. Rice prices 
increased slightly in June and were one-quarter above those of a 
year earlier due to the only partial recovery in the 2013 production. 

North-East region affected by severe drought for 
the second consecutive year 

In the North East region, one of the worst droughts in recent decades 
is affecting agriculture and livestock production for the second year in 
a row. The North East region accounts for about 7 percent of the 
national production of cereals, beans and oilseeds.The dry weather 
since late 2012 resulted in sharp reductions in plantings and yields of 
maize during the 2013 first season, particularly in Pernambuco and 
Ceara states. However, the 2013 aggregate regional maize 
production is projected at normal levels due to the anticipated good 
output of the second season.  
 
The Government is currently providing food assistance to the 
affected population in five of the nine North-East states, Bahia, 
Paraíba, Pernambuco, Rio Grande do Norte and Piaui. It has also 
expanded social safety nets in place, including water distribution, 
selling of subsidized maize for animal feed, crop insurance and credit 
facilities. In addition to these measures the Government has 
announced a programme to improve the resilience of local crops to 
dry weather worth BRL 7 billion 

 
 

 
 

 

 


