
Inter-Agency Coordinated Appeals: Overview for 2021

The Global Humanitarian Overview (GHO) for 2021 was launched on 1 December 2020 
to help 160 million of the 235 million most vulnerable people who face hunger, conflict, 
displacement, the impacts of climate change and the COVID-19 pandemic in 56 countries. 
As of 31 January, requirements were $35.22 billion to assist 161.4 million of the 239 million 
people in need in 57 countries. Some adjustments to requirements and the numbers of people 
in need and to receive assistance are expected as more inter-agency plans are finalized in the 
coming months. 

Since December, two plans have been added to the GHO 2021. The Honduras Flash Appeal, 
originally issued after the passage of Tropical Storm Eta in mid-November and included in 
the GHO 2020, was revised to $90 million and moved to the GHO 2021 after Hurricane Iota hit 
Honduras, creating additional needs for millions of people. The two storms have caused severe 
damage comparable to Hurricane Mitch in 1998. 

Global Humantarian Overview
January Update

PEOPLE IN NEED PEOPLE TARGETED REQUIREMENTS (US$) APPEALS

239 M 161 M $ 35.2 B 36

Snapshot as of 31 January 2021

Tiaz, Yemen. Two boys look out the top floor of their house that was destroyed during fighting bewtween Houthi fighters 
and resistance groups during 2016. They now live in the lower floors of the building having moved back in after the 
Houthis were driven out in 2018. OCHA/Giles Clarke

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20210107_ONEPAGER%20HONDURAS%20ING2%20%282%29.pdf


The Madagascar Grand Sud Flash Appeal was also added to the GHO 2021. This appeal aims 
to address the needs created by three consecutive droughts and compounded by COVID-19. At 
least 1.27 million people need multi-sectoral humanitarian assistance in the Grand Sud region 
from January to May 2021. 

The Global Humanitarian Overview 2021 – translated in Arabic, French and Spanish – is 
presented on a dedicated and interactive website that will be regularly updated with monthly 
updates. The full GHO document, as well as abridged versions in Arabic, English, French and 
Spanish, can be downloaded on Reliefweb. 
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Humanitarian Response Plans: Overview for 2021

The figures for Burundi HRP are provisional as consultations with the Government are ongoing. The figures for Chad HRP are pending as consultations with 
the Government are ongoing. The figures for Colombia HRP and Venezuela HRP are estimates. The figures for Niger HRP are provisional and subject to change 
after the revision of the harmonized framework that sets the food security PIN. The figures for South Sudan HRP, Syria HRP and Yemen HRP are provisional and 
pending finalization of the 2021 HNO and HRP. 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDG_20210118_Grand_Sud_Flash_Appeal_English.pdf
https://gho.unocha.org/
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-overview-2021-enarfres
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Flash Appeals, Regional Appeals and Other Appeals: Overview for 2021

Evolution of HRP requirements (2020 vs. 2021)

Changes to the population figures and financial requirements for the RRPs have occurred because of the overlap with HRPs. The regional appeals components 
included are as follows: Syria 3RP and Venezuela RMRP: fully included. Burundi RRP: Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda components included. DRC excluded. DRC 
RRP: Angola, Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia components included. Burundi excluded. South Sudan RRP: Kenya, Uganda and Ethiopia 
components included, DRC and Sudan excluded. Regional Migrant Response Plan for the Horn of Africa and Yemen: Ethiopia and Djibouti included, Somalia 
partly included, Yemen excluded. Figures for the Burundi RRP, DRC RRP, South Sudan RRP, Syria 3RP and Bangladesh JRPa are preliminary and pending finaliza-
tion and approval by partners and host country. Syria 3RP population figures include refugees and impacted members of host communities. They are, however, 
provisional and subject to ongoing operational planning for 2021. Population figures for Bangladesh JRP include refugees, as well as impacted members of 
host community. Refugee population figures are estimates, calculated using October 2020 figures from ongoing joint Government of Bangladesh-UNHCR regis-
tration exercise as well as an estimated number of persons not able to be registered in the course of 2020, due to a slow-down in registration activities during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Total population figures will be adjusted during 2021 once registration activities fully resume.

Showing figures at launch of the Global Humanitarian Overview.

Appeals figures are as reported by donors and recipient organisations to the Financial Tracking Service as of 31 January 2021. All 
financial data for response plans is continuously updated on fts.unocha.org. Dollar signs in this document denote United States dollars. 
The GHO monthly updates are produced by the Funding Trends and Resource Mobilization Unit, OCHA. For more information, please visit 
www.gho.unocha.org | www.hum-insight.info or contact ocha-ftrm@un.org

Explore the chart
gho.unocha.org

Created by Baska Batbold
from the Noun Project

http://fts.unocha.org
www.humanitarianresponse.info/appeals
www.hum-insight.info
http://gho.unocha.org


Inter-Agency Coordinated Appeals: Results from 2020

The final requirements for the Global Humanitarian Overview (GHO) 2020 were $38.54 billion 
for 64 countries, and funding for the plans had reached $18.31 billion, or 48 per cent of total 
requirements by the end of January 2021. Total 2020 GHO funding, including for the Global 
Humanitarian Response Plan for COVID-19 (GHRP), is slightly more than the amount recorded 
for 2019 ($18.21 billion), and is thereby record high funding, and may continue to grow as 
final 2020 reports are submitted. 

Despite the higher level of funding in absolute terms, 2020 humanitarian requirements were 
significantly higher than the previous year, largely due to the needs created by the primary 
and secondary effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. The percentage of needs covered in 2020 
(48 per cent) is lower than at the end of 2019 (63 per cent) and in 2018 (61 per cent).1 The 
gap between requirements and funding ($20.19 billion) is larger than ever. In addition, great 
discrepancies exist in funding coverage among plans, with 35 plans, including the GHRP, below 
the 48 per cent global average. 
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REQUIREMENTS (US$) FUNDING RECEIVED (US$) COVERAGE (%) TOTAL HUMANITARIAN FUNDING

$ 38.5 B $ 18.3 B 48 % $ 26.4 B

Funding gap (2012-2020) Explore the chart
gho.unocha.org

Created by Baska Batbold
from the Noun Project

Total humanitarian funding includes support to organizations and activities in UN-coordinated plans, as well as reported funding for the Red Cross / Red 
Crescent Movement, in-kind assistance, bilateral funding and others.

1 These figures are from 31 January 2021 and are slightly higher than what was reported on 31 December 2019 and 31 December 2018.

http://gho.unocha.org
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Humanitarian Response Plans, Flash Appeals and Regional Appeals: Results from 2020
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COVID-19 Appeals and Other Appeals: Results from 2020
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Total humanitarian funding (2012-2020) See the full breakdown
gho.unocha.org

Created by Baska Batbold
from the Noun Project

Gender-Based Violence Prevention and Response

Prevention of and response to gender-based violence (GBV) remains a key priority for humani-
tarian agencies. This is particularly true in the context of COVID-19 which has deepened existing 
vulnerabilities and inequalities, yet the gap between requirements and funding remains large. 

The final 2020 requirements for gender programming/GBV prevention and response in 18 plans / 
countries in the GHO were $409.2 million.3 As of end January, funding against these requirements 
totaled $59.7 million. An additional $56 million for GBV has been reported for GHO countries / 
plans that have not specified requirements. Organizations receiving funds for GBV activities are 
strongly encouraged to report them directly to FTS at fts@un.org.

High-Level Resource Mobilization Events

High-level resource mobilization events are being planned for Yemen and the Syria crisis. More 
information will be available shortly here.

In 2020, an additional $8.13 billion has been reported for activities outside the GHO or is awaiting 
allocation, bringing the total reported humanitarian funding to a record $26.44 billion. This is 
$1.63 billion higher than the amount reported at the end of 2019.2 

The plans in the GHO 2020, including the GHRP, aimed to provide assistance to 264.2 million of 
the 439.2 million people in need in 2020. 

2 Some of this funding may eventually be recorded as GHO funding when the necessary details regarding how it should be attributed have are provided by 
donors or recipient agencies. This includes COVID-related funding that maybe eventually be counted against the GHRP requirements. 
3 This includes requirements for 18 countries / plans: Afghanistan, Cameroon, Chad, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Iraq, Kenya, Libya, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, 
oPt, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Syria, Ukraine, Venezuela, and Zimbabwe. While there is certainly gender/GBV programming in other GHO countries, not 
all of them have specified requirements in their coordinated plans. The requirements for Afghanistan, DRC and Ukraine are available in their Humanitarian 
Response Plans. 

Appeals figures are as reported by donors and recipient organisations to the Financial Tracking Service as of 31 January 2021. All 
financial data for response plans is continuously updated on fts.unocha.org. Dollar signs in this document denote United States dollars. 
The GHO monthly updates are produced by the Funding Trends and Resource Mobilization Unit, OCHA. For more information, please visit 
www.gho.unocha.org | www.hum-insight.info or contact ocha-ftrm@un.org

https://gho.unocha.org/inter-agency-appeals/middle-east-and-north-africa
http://fts.unocha.org
www.humanitarianresponse.info/appeals
www.hum-insight.info
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1 The number of people targeted and reached may include double counting as some people may receive assistance from multiple projects 
and/or organizations.
2 2020 figures have been updated since last month. 2021 figures will be included in next month’s update.

Country-Based Pooled Funds (CBPFs)

CBPFs disbursed $77 million to humanitarian partners in 12 countries in January 2021. Of this 
amount, around 79 per cent ($61 million) went to NGOs, including $12.3 million to 21 local and 
national partners, and $5.3 million to two Red Cross/Red Crescent National Societies.

CBPF funds targeted approximately three million women and girls, representing over half of the 
expected recipients (5.6 million people) of live-saving assistance through CBPFs in January.1 
CBPFs continue to be the largest direct source of funding for local and national partners on 
the front lines of emergency responses. In 2020, 38 per cent ($310.3 million) of CBPF funding 
was provided to national and local NGOs, including $67.9 million received as sub-implementing 
partners of other organizations.2

Country-Based Pooled Funds allocations (2021) Explore the chart
gho.unocha.org

Created by Baska Batbold
from the Noun Project

ALLOCATIONS (US$) CONTRIBUTIONS (US$) COUNTRIES

$ 77M $ 96M 12
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CBPFs have also been an important source of funding for the COVID-19 response. Since the 
launch of the 2020 GHRP to respond to the pandemic through January 2021, CBPFs have 
allocated around $251 million to respond to COVID-19 and its secondary impacts on vulnerable 
people, including 67 per cent to NGOs and other local partners. 

Four CBPF allocations were underway in January 2021: 

• South Sudan Humanitarian Fund: $13 million reserve allocation to respond to the needs of 
the most vulnerable people to conflict and food insecurity in Pibor, Akobo, Tonj and Aweil 
regions, and to support the replenishment of prepositioned assistance. 

• Sudan Humanitarian Fund: $1 million reserve allocation to address the needs of people 
affected by recent conflict in West Darfur.

• Syria Humanitarian Fund: $5 million reserve allocation to deliver life-saving assistance to 
people in need in Deir Ez-Zor and Rural Damascus governorates. This envelope will support 
primary health care services, access to safe water and good hygiene promotion, shelter, 
food assistance, and access to basic education.   

• Venezuela Humanitarian Fund: a first $3.5 million standard allocation to deliver emergency 
assistance to the most vulnerable groups affected by the crisis: women, pregnant and 
breastfeeding women, adolescents, boys, girls, and adults with particular vulnerabilities, 
in several regions (Amazonas, Anzoátegui, Bolívar, Delta Amacuro, Capital District, Falcón, 
Miranda, Sucre and Zulia). 

A new CBPF has been established in Venezuela following the approval of the Emergency Relief 
Coordinator. Thanks to donors’ generous support of $6 million since its establishment, a first 
$3.5 million standard allocation was effectively launched on 25 January. The allocation was 
designed in close collaboration with field coordination structures, clusters, local partners, and 
the advisory board. It will target the most vulnerable communities, women, children, the elderly, 
and those most affected by the dire socioeconomic situation in different parts of the country. 

As of 31 January, six donors had pledged or contributed $96 million to OCHA-managed CBPFs, 
including the top three fund recipients: Yemen, Afghanistan, and Syria Cross-border. 

Allocations per type of recipient organization (2021)
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Allocations endorsed by the Emergency Relief Coordinator

Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF)

In January 2021, $4.5 million was allocated from the Central Emergency Response Fund’s rapid 
response (RR) window. 

RR allocations include $500,000 for people affected by Tropical Cyclone Yasa in Fiji and $2 
million for life-saving activities in Armenia and Azerbaijan, respectively, to support people 
affected by conflict in the Nagorno-Karabakh region. Some allocations endorsed by the ERC at 
the end of 2020 were also disbursed in January 2021. 

Central Emergency Response Fund allocations (2021)

ALLOCATIONS (US$) CONTRIBUTIONS (US$) COUNTRIES

$ 4.5M $ 401M 3



The United Nations acknowledges the generous 
contributions of donors who provide unearmarked 

or core funding to humanitarian partners, the 
Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) and 

Country-based Pooled Funds (CBPF).


