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The Global Humanitarian Overview (GHO) for 2021 was launched 
on 1 December 2020 to help 160 million of the 235 million most 
vulnerable people who face hunger, conflict, displacement, the 
impacts of climate change and the COVID-19 pandemic in 56 
countries. As of 31 August, adjusted requirements for 42 ap-
peals were $36.5 billion to assist 169 million of the 249 million 
people in need in 59 countries. Some adjustments to require-
ments and to the numbers of people in need and to receive assis-
tance have been made since the GHO launch.3

This month, requirements grew by $520 million, mainly due to recently 
published Humanitarian Responses Plans (HRP) for El Salvador, Guate-
mala and Honduras, the Haiti Flash Appeal, and increases in the revised 
Madagascar Flash Appeal.

The number of people in need of assistance and the number of people 
targeted rose by 10.3 million and 6.2 million, respectively, this month. 
Funding for the 2021 GHO was $11.6 billion or 32 per cent of require-
ments at the end of August, with significant new funding reported for 
the three newly published Central America HRPs, DRC, Ethiopia, Soma-
lia, South Sudan, Syria, Yemen and for the Venezuela Regional Refugee 
Migrant Response Plan. This is a large increase since last month when 
reported funding was $10 billion. Reported funding is slightly higher than 
at the end of August last year when funding totaled $11.2 billion or 28 per 
cent of 2020 requirements. 

An additional $7.1 billion of humanitarian funding has been reported. This 
is $1.3 billion higher than the additional funding reported at the same 
time last year ($4.4 billion). Coverage of the plans in the GHO varies 
widely. Only five out of forty-two appeals are funded above one half of 
their requirements. The top five best funded appeals are oPt (70 per cent), 
South Sudan (56 per cent), Guatemala (52 per cent), Central African 
Republic (51 per cent), and Yemen (50 per cent). Nineteen appeals are, 
however, funded below 25 per cent. 
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Les Cayes, Haiti. An older man stands inside the 
ruins of a building in the city of Les Cayes, following 
the 14 August earthquake that left over 2,200 people 
dead. OCHA/Matteo Minasi

Inter-Agency Coordinated Appeals: 
August Update

PEOPLE IN NEED1 PEOPLE TARGETED1 APPEALS

REQUIREMENTS (US$)
INTER-AGENCY APPEALS

FUNDING (US$)
INTER-AGENCY APPEALS

COVERAGE
APPEALS

249 M 169 M 42

$ 36.5 B $ 11.6 B 32%

2

Explore the interactive version of 
this report and download previous 
updates, translated into Arabic, 
French and Spanish

gho.unocha.org

Appeals figures are as reported by donors 
and recipient organisations to the Financial 
Tracking Service as of 31 August 2021. 
All financial data for response plans is 
continuously updated on fts.unocha.org.  
Dollar signs in this document denote United 
States dollars. The Global Humanitarian 
Overview monthly updates are produced by the 
Funding Trends and Resource Mobilization Unit, 
OCHA. For more information, please visit  
gho.unocha.org | hum-insight.info or contact 
ocha-ftrm@un.org

1 In the context of UN-coordinated plans, the figure for people targeted is always a subset of the figure for the 
number of people in need, as it is the result of response analysis, taking into consideration humanitarian access, 
response capacity of partners, and responses planned/anticipated by humanitarian actors outside of the appeal. 
2 Total humanitarian funding includes all support to organizations and activities in UN-coordinated plans, as well 
as other funding. 
3 Three plans are still pending finalisation: Ethiopia HRP, Syria HRP, and Venezuela HRP.

FUNDING(US$)2

TOTAL HUMANITARIAN

$ 18.7 B
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New Inter-Agency Response Plans

El Salvador Humanitarian Response Plan
The COVID-19 pandemic and multiple recurring climate shocks have left 1.7 million people in need across 
El Salvador, well over twice the 643,000 people identified in need at the beginning of 2020. The humanitar-
ian community, with support from the Government of El Salvador and the national Civil Protection System, 
developed a Humanitarian Response Plan requiring $156 million to assist 912,200 of the most vulnerable 
people. The planned multisectoral response aims to provide coordinated and targeted assistance to ad-
dress critical needs in high-priority areas prone to the impact of disasters and violence. The HRP will also 
support and strengthen sustainable solutions through humanitarian-development collaboration for restor-
ing essential services and systems and strengthening community and institutional resilience.

Guatemala Humanitarian Response Plan
The Guatemala Humanitarian Response Plan requiring $210 million seeks to respond to the humanitarian 
needs created by overlapping natural- and climate-related disasters, high poverty and gaps in the access to 
basic services, and the primary and secondary impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. Some 3.8 million people 
need humanitarian assistance and the plan aims to provide critical assistance and help restore livelihoods 
for 1.68 million of them, especially indigenous people, women, children and adolescents, people on the 
move and people with disabilities. The HRP’s multisectoral response is focused on areas affected by Eta 
and Iota, Dry Corridor communities subject to recurring climate shocks, and areas with a high presence of 
people on the move. The HRP will also seek to foster community resilience through collaborative humani-
tarian development action and linkages.

Although GHO funding is slightly higher than at the same period last year, this has not translated into 
increased coverage for all HRPs and response plans. The following chart shows which twelve appeals 
are better funded this year in relative terms than last year. Some of the increases are significant, while 
others remain minimal. 

Appeal funding coverage (2020 vs. 2021, end-August)



4

Honduras Humanitarian Response Plan
The COVID-19 pandemic and hurricanes Eta and Iota worsened the longstanding multi-dimensional crises in 
Honduras and weakened the coping capacity of the State and communities. Today, 2.8 million people in Honduras 
need humanitarian assistance. This figure, nearly a third of Honduras’ population, is more than double the 1.3 million 
people in need identified in early 2020. The recently issued Humanitarian Response Plan requiring $222 million aims 
to provide a holistic, timely and coordinated response to address the critical needs of 1.8 million of the most vulner-
able people in 127 of Honduras’ 298 municipalities The HRP also seeks to help strengthen the resilience of social 
services, communities and affected people, promotes gender specific programming, and strengthens the linkages 
between humanitarian assistance and development actions. 

Afghanistan Flash Appeal 
A Flash Appeal for Afghanistan was released on 5 September. Forty years of war, recurrent natural disasters, 
chronic poverty, drought and the COVID-19 pandemic have left 18.4 million people in need of humanitarian 
assistance. Recent escalation in conflict and resulting upheaval has exacerbated needs and further complicated 
an extremely challenging operational context. The Flash Appeal presents a prioritisation of unmet needs in the 
2021 HRP and strategic response to new emerging needs, as they are currently understood. 

Humanitarians seek $606 million to provide prioritised multi-sectoral assistance to 11 million people in the four 
remaining months of 2021. $413 million of this is already costed within 2021 HRP requirements, while $193 
million is needed to address new emerging needs and changes in operating costs. A summary of the immediate 
humanitarian response gaps (September-December 2021) can be accessed online here. 

The United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres will convene a High-level Ministerial Meeting on the 
Humanitarian Situation in Afghanistan on Monday, 13 September. The meeting will highlight the acute needs 
in the country and will underscore the urgent funding support and actions required by international partners to 
support the Afghan people during their time of need. For more information, click here.

Haiti Flash Appeal
An inter-agency Flash Appeal for $187.3 million was issued on 25 August for urgent humanitarian needs caused 
by the 7.2 magnitude earthquake that struck Haiti on 14 August. More than 2,200 people lost their lives and over 
12,000 people were injured. In addition to the large-scale damage across the country’s southern peninsula caused 
by the earthquake, Tropical Depression Grace caused flooding in the quake-affected parts of the country. A surge 
in gang-related violence since June has also led to the displacement of an estimated 19,000 people in areas near 
the capital, Port-au-Prince, which has made access to the quake-affected southwestern peninsula difficult.

The appeal reflects both the scale of the needs and the significant logistical challenges linked to providing 
an effective large-scale humanitarian response in hard-to-reach areas. Partners will provide emergency basic 
services, including shelter, WASH, health, food, education, and protection services to 500,000 people. The Haiti 
Flash Appeal comes on top of the 2021 Haiti Humanitarian Response Plan which requires $237 million for 
humanitarian needs across the country. The Haiti HRP is less than 16 per cent funded. 

Madagascar Flash Appeal
The original Flash Appeal for the Grand Sud of Madagascar (January – May 2021) has been revised and extended 
to include life-saving and life-sustaining action from June 2021 to May 2022. The revised Flash Appeal calls for 
an additional $154.6 million and it complements the Government of Madagascar’s response under the National 
Response Plan. 

The Grand Sud of Madagascar is facing its most acute drought in 40 years, accentuated by the effects of sand-
storms, army worms, and locusts. Between October 2020 and January 2021, less than 50 per cent of the normal 
rainfall was received in the Grand Sud, causing devastating damage to agricultural production during the main 
harvest in May – June 2021, with losses of up to 60 per cent in three of the most populated districts (Amboasary, 
Ambovombe and Ampanihy). This was the second consecutive year of severe drought in the Grand Sud. Approx-
imately 1.6 million people need urgent assistance, and the number of people projected to face catastrophic food 
insecurity (IPC Phase 5) could rise to nearly 28,000 in October 2021.
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Humanitarian Response Plans: August update
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Flash Appeals and Regional Plans: August update

The regional appeals components included in the GHO are: Syria 3RP and Venezuela RMRP – fully included. Burundi RRP – Rwanda, Tanza-
nia and Uganda components included. DRC excluded. DRC RRP – Angola, Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia compo-
nents included. Burundi excluded. South Sudan RRP – Kenya, Uganda and Ethiopia components included, DRC and Sudan excluded. Region-
al Migrant Response Plan for the Horn of Africa and Yemen – Ethiopia and Djibouti included, Somalia partly included, Yemen excluded.

Gender-Based Violence

Requirements to prevent, mitigate and respond to GBV in 2021 currently stand at $696 million. As of end 
July, $83 million (12 per cent of what is needed) have been reported. This amount does not include $37 
million shared among different sectors, or not reported for organizations/activities in the GHO. All partners 
are encouraged to report funding in a timely manner to FTS to continue building the evidence base of how 
much is needed and how much is available to fight GBV around the globe. For the latest information, see 
the new dedicated page on FTS. 
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Thematic focus
Anticipatory Action

Half of humanitarian crises are foreseeable, and a fifth are predictable. Yet only one per cent 
of crisis financing is pre-arranged. The United Nations and the Governments of Germany and 
the United Kingdom are organizing a high-level event on 9 September 2021 to catalyze a shift 
towards anticipatory action. The event, opened by the UN Secretary-General, will showcase 
compelling examples of the anticipatory approach, and launch concrete commitments to 
scale up. Leaders from governments, international financial institutions, the United Nations 
and civil society will come together to demonstrate that the world is committed to acting 
ahead of predictable crises.

Humanitarian needs are rising, driven by conflict, extreme weather, epidemics, and other hazards. While 
donors are increasingly generous, the growth of global humanitarian needs outpaces the financing availa-
ble. Anticipatory action is a set of actions taken before a shock or before acute impacts are felt to prevent 
or mitigate potential disaster impacts. The actions are carried out in anticipation of a hazard impact, 
supported by pre-arranged finance, and based on a prediction of how the event will unfold. (Anticipatory 
Action Task Force, December 2019).

Rather than waiting for a shock to occur and humanitarian needs to manifest, we can predict both the 
shock (for example, a drought or flood) and the impact (for example, food insecurity) with increasing 
precision. This enables us to take anticipatory action before the shock or at least ahead of the worst 
impacts to save lives, protect livelihoods, and stop the situation from escalating. This reduces suffering, 
maximizes the impact of limited funding, and helps achieve a faster, more efficient and more dignified 
humanitarian response. 

Anjampaly, Madagascar. A restoration project of the dunes through cash for work provides incomes for local communities 
and protects crop fields that had been covered by sand.  Between November 2020 and January 2021, less than 50 per cent 
of the normal rainfall was received in the Grand Sud, leading to the most acute drought in the region since 1981. Almost 69 
per cent of the Grand Sud was impacted by extreme drought. Sandstorms, soil erosion and deforestation have transformed 
arable land into wasteland across wide areas in the region. OCHA/Viviane Rakotoarivony
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Over the past few years, a growing number of organizations have taken proactive steps towards anticipat-
ing crises, and have piloted anticipatory action. OCHA – through an initial investment of up to $140 million 
from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) - facilitates a diversified portfolio of 12 collective, 
cross-sectoral anticipatory action frameworks, across different hazards, geographies, and complexity of 
crises to learn more about the potential, constraints and impact of anticipatory action. The following results 
have been observed:

Anticipatory action is impactful: In Somalia, following early health interventions financed by CERF, WHO found 
that outbreaks of key epidemic-prone diseases, especially, acute watery diarrhoea, malaria, severe acute 
respiratory infections, and bloody diarrhoea, were reduced in the target districts, compared to a similar time 
in the previous two years. IOM determined that the anticipatory rehabilitation and upgrading of boreholes has 
improved household finances, increased mental health, kept livestock healthier, reduced disputes related to 
water sources, and mitigated migration due to drought. 

In Bangladesh, an independent evaluation showed that in the face of imminent floods, beneficiaries of antic-
ipatory actions were more likely to evacuate people and livestock; lost fewer assets and recorded lower 
animal mortality; were less likely to borrow money post-flooding and borrowed more effectively; experi-
enced higher child and adult food consumption and life satisfaction ten weeks later; and were more likely to 
recover quicker and restart farming production. 

In Ethiopia, where during droughts schools usually close and families become displaced, cash support 
to families and clean water provision in schools allowed schools to stay open and families did not had to 
move away. Early, community-based referral of malnutrition cases especially benefitted families living iso-
lated and far from medical services who, in the past, would not have had access to support in time.

Shakhahati, Bangladesh. Morjina’s house was immersed into the water due to river erosion. She stands with a 
silo she received from FAO to transport their goods from one place to another whenever the water level gets high. 
As they were now facing living, sanitation and hygiene problems, the silo helps them to fetch water from sources.
FAO/Fahad Kaizer
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Anticipatory action is fast: In Ethiopia, the release of financing came three months before the start of the 
failed rainy season. In Bangladesh, financing was released within four hours of a pre-agreed trigger warning, 
enabling agencies to reach more than 200,000 people within five days. In Nepal, financing was released 
within minutes of a readiness activation of the pilot. In all cases, this enabled humanitarian actors to sup-
port people before a predicted drought or flood. 

Anticipatory action is cost-effective: In Bangladesh, more people were reached earlier and at half the cost 
compared to similar post-disaster humanitarian responses in the past. In addition, cost-efficiencies of be-
tween ten and 15 per cent were gained thanks to lower pre-crisis prices for goods and logistics. In Somalia, 
anticipatory financing was pivotal to attracting other, early financing, altogether reducing the humanitarian 
impact of multiple shocks for over 600,000 people. 

Anticipatory action is more dignified: By receiving support before crisis strikes, beneficiaries are empow-
ered to prepare themselves and face the shock on their own terms. There are also positive spill-over effects. 

For instance, in Bangladesh women and girls who received dignity or hygiene kits before the floods, which 
include sandals, were more likely to access health care and continue their education. And evaluations 
carried out in Bangladesh, Somalia and Ethiopia show a high satisfaction rate by beneficiaries of the quality 
and timing of the interventions, and they report significant quality of live improvements, better mental 
health, and reduced financial stress. If fact, beneficiaries would have liked to see humanitarian support 
arrive even earlier. Anticipatory action can also make the humanitarian community accountable to the peo-
ple we serve. In Malawi, people were asked what shock they are most concerned about, what support they 
wanted ahead of time, and when they needed that assistance to face such a shock. Their answers helped 
inform the design of the anticipatory action framework”

To reap the full benefits of the anticipatory approach, there is a need for broader political and financial com-
mitments to enable its scale up, especially for: 

• An expansion of flexible, coordinated and predictable financing for anticipatory action, including 
through existing humanitarian pooled funds.

• More investment in predictive analytics and early warning systems to make forecasts more usable for 
humanitarian action across a broader range of shocks and hazards, including at the local level.

• Mainstreaming anticipatory approaches in the humanitarian programme cycle.

• Supporting communities and national authorities to include anticipatory approaches into their respec-
tive disaster management toolkits.

• A continuation of rigorous learning and impact evaluations of anticipatory action.

For more information about Anticipatory Action visit:
www.unocha.org/our-work/humanitarian-financing/anticipatory-action

For more information about the upcoming High-Level Event on Anticipatory Action visit: 
www.unocha.org/high-level-humanitarian-event-anticipatory-action-commitment-act-ahead-crises
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Thematic focus
Preventing famine

“Hunger has been on the rise for several years and, now, 
in 2021, we are failing to provide what is a fundamental right 
for people around the world.”
– UN Secretary-General António Guterres, July 2021

In 2021, UN agencies confirmed that we now face unprecedented catastrophic levels of acute food insecu-
rity, with half a million people (584,000) experiencing famine-like conditions (IPC 5: Catastrophe) in Ethiopia, 
Madagascar, South Sudan, and Yemen. In recent months, vulnerable populations in Nigeria and Burkina 
Faso have also faced these same famine-like conditions (IPC 5: Catastrophe).4 In addition, 41 million people 
worldwide face emergency levels of food insecurity (IPC 4: Emergency), only one slight shock away from 
the edge of famine – a 50 per cent increase in just two years. Millions more are experiencing crisis levels of 
acute food insecurity (IPC 3: Crisis) and are at real risk of rapid deterioration.

The compounding impacts of climatic shocks, conflict and insecurity, adverse macroeconomic shocks, and 
the COVID-19 pandemic and its indirect socioeconomic impacts, on top of protracted food insecurity from 
past shocks, will likely continue to drive acute food insecurity for the remainder of 2021 into 2022.

For the international community’s efforts to successfully avert the most severe outcomes, additional 
funding is required in the last quarter of this year, especially to support efforts in at risk countries, includ-
ing Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Madagascar, Nigeria, South Sudan and Yemen. Regularly budgets will not be 
enough to prevent worst-case scenarios in many locations. Targeted, effective action requires timely, 
flexible, and appropriately sequenced funding, as well as access to vulnerable populations.

Maiduguri, Nigeria. An aid worker uses a WFP information card in Borno State. WFP provides nutrition support to 
mothers and pregnant women, educating them on best practices to raising healthy children as well as providing nutritious 
supplements for their children. OCHA/Damilola Onafuwa

Allocations endorsed by the ERC
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The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the UN (FAO), and the World Food Programme (WFP), will convene a virtual high-level event to take stock 
of recent efforts to stop the advance of famine and famine-risk and give a clear direction of urgent actions 
the international community must take to address gaps in the current response to prevent further deteriora-
tion in the severity and scale of acute food insecurity.

Gijet, Ethiopia. A health worker evaluates a child during a screening for malnutrition in pregnant and lactating women and 
children in Tigray. The crisis in northern Ethiopia has resulted in millions of people in need of emergency assistance and 
protection. While there is increased access to communities in the region since early July, this is hindered by the limited 
availability of fuel, telecoms, supplies shipments and cash to run humanitarian operations. UNICEF/Nesbitt

4 For more information about the IPC, please consult the IPC Famine Fact Sheet and the IPC Technical Manual.
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Pooled Funds
Central Emergency Response Fund

In August 2021, the Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC) allocated $17 million from the Central 
Emergency Response Fund’s rapid response (RR) window. RR allocations include $4 million to support 
the provision of essential services in the face of significant fuel shortages in Lebanon; $8 million for an 
urgent response to the 7.2 magnitude earthquake that struck Haiti on 14 August; and $5 million in support 
of drought-affected people in Angola.

For a complete overview of CERF in 2020, see the CERF Annual Results Report 2020.

MONTHLY
ALLOCATIONS (US$)

TOTAL 2021
ALLOCATIONS (US$)

TOTAL 2021
CONTRIBUTIONS (US$)

$ 17M $ 339M $ 513 M

CERF allocations
Allocations endorsed by the ERC

Les Cayes, Haiti. An older woman helps an injured woman to drink while waiting for medical attention at Immaculee 
Conception Hospital in Les Cayes. She lost mobility across her entire body due to falling rubble, following the 7.2 
magnitude earthquake that struck on 14 August 2021. In Les Cayes, as in other hard-hit cities on the southwestern 
peninsula, most of the population spent the night sleeping outdoors in front of their houses - or what remained of them - 
amid fears of new aftershocks. UNICEF/Harry Rouzie
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CERF allocates $4 million in response to the fuel crisis in Lebanon

On 31 August 2021, ERC Martin Griffiths endorsed the allocation of $4 million from CERF for an urgent 
response to the fuel crisis in Lebanon, a country that is grappling with an economic and financial crisis, 
COVID-19, the disastrous impact of the Beirut Port explosions and continued impact of the Syrian crisis. 
As of 20 August 2021, fuel and electricity shortages are impeding the provision of essential services, 
including healthcare and drinking water, across Lebanon, putting thousands of families at risk. Many 
hospitals in the country have already reduced their activities due to fuel shortages and electricity outages. 
Meanwhile, public water supply and wastewater treatment systems, which are heavily reliant on fuel, 
have drastically reduced their operations across the country, leaving millions of people without access 
to public water and jeopardizing the environmental and public health amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Responding to the crisis, the allocation from CERF will provide fuel to keep water stations active and 
operational across the country and thereby ensure the provision of drinking water to more than two thirds 
of the country population. The CERF allocation complements a $6 million allocation from the Lebanon 
Humanitarian Fund to provide fuel to 65 hospitals, as well as primary healthcare centres, dispensaries, 
and medical cold chain storage. 

CERF releases $8 million following earthquake in Haiti

On 15 August 2021, ERC Martin Griffiths released $8 million from CERF for an urgent response to the 
earthquake that struck Haiti the previous day. The earthquake had a magnitude of 7.2 with the epicenter 
near Petit-Trou-de-Nippes (125km to the west of Port-au-Prince). The Sud, Grand’Anse and Nippes 
departments, particularly the cities of Les Cayes, Jérémie and Anse à Veaux, were hardest hit, suffering 
extensive damage and destruction to buildings and homes. At the time of the CERF allocation, media 
reports put the number of people killed at 724, however, recent reports put the death total at more than 
2,200, with an estimated 12,000 people injured. The possible displacement of thousands of people 
creates ripe conditions for a potential spike in COVID-19 infections, potentially overwhelming an already 
weak and overstretched health system that will also have to provide assistance to those injured by the 
earthquake. The earthquake adds another layer to an already difficult situation, with recent gang violence 
displacing thousands of people and affecting 1.5 million people (CERF allocated $1 million in June). 
Priority sectors for this CERF allocation will be healthcare, water, sanitation and hygiene, emergency 
shelter, and logistics. 

CERF allocates $5 million to combat the humanitarian impacts of drought in Angola

On 6 August 2021, ERC Martin Griffiths endorsed the allocation of $5 million from CERF for an urgent 
response to drought in Angola. The country is experiencing the worst drought in 40 years. In the most 
affected southwestern provinces, recorded precipitation levels are 40-60 per cent below average. While 
rainfall has improved in recent months, this was too late to recover crop production. The drastically 
reduced the harvest and impacted livelihoods, creating an alarming food insecurity and nutrition 
crisis. Restrictions imposed due to COVID-19 have also impacted livelihoods, leading to loss of family 
income, increased risks of violence, including gender-based violence, and heightened child protection 
concerns. Currently, 5.9 million people, or 19 per cent of the population of Angola, are experiencing 
food shortages – up from 3.8 million at the end of March and 1.6 million in 2020. Proxy global acute 
malnutrition prevalence rates have increased from 9.8 per cent in 2018 to over 20 per cent in 2021, above 
emergency thresholds, in the six hardest-hit provinces. Here, over 18,000 children suffer from severe 
acute malnutrition and an additional 38,000 children are considered at risk. Responding to the needs of 
drought-affected people, the allocation from CERF will enable a multi-sectoral, time-critical and life-saving 
emergency response at the peak of the food and nutrition insecurity crisis. This includes providing the full 
nutritional basket to the most vulnerable people, including children and women, in the six most drought-
affected provinces.



MONTHLY  NEW 
ALLOCATIONS (US$)

MONTHLY  
DISBURSEMENTS (US$)

ALLOCATIONS UNDER 
APPROVAL (US$)

CONTRIBUTIONS 
RECEIVED IN 2021 (US$)

$ 64M $ 139M$ 210M $ 701M

Pooled Funds
Country-Based Pooled Funds

CBPFs disbursed $139 million to humanitarian partners in sixteen countries in August. Of this amount, 
around 70 per cent went to NGOs, including $24.9 million to local and national partners and $72.4 
million to international NGOs. 

CBPFs continue to be the largest direct source of funding for local and national partners on the front lines 
of emergency response. From allocations launched in 2021 (totalling $557 million), 38 per cent of CBPF 
funding was provided to national and local NGOs. International NGOs received 39 per cent. CBPFs will 
continue to provide significant funding to local partners, leveraging their proximity to affected people and 
harnessing their local knowledge and social networks.

As of 31 August, donors had pledged or contributed $701 million to OCHA-managed CBPFs. For a 
complete overview of CBPFs in 2020, see the OCHA-managed Pooled Funds 2020 Overview.

Madinatu Camp, Nigeria. Fire outbreaks have been increasingly occurring in camps for internally displaced people across 
north-east Nigeria, providing a double blow to residents and rendering homeless families that are already suffering. These 
camps are overflowing with current and new residents, as increasing armed attacks have driven hundreds of thousands of 
people from their homes. With support from the Nigeria Humanitarian Fund, humanitarian partners are helping to rapidly 
reconstruct the shelters that were destroyed. OCHA/Ademigbuji

14

Disbursements per type of recipient organization
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Disbursements per pooled fund
Actual disbursements made in August

Six CBPFs launched reserve allocation rounds in August:

• Afghanistan Humanitarian Fund (HF): $22.7 reserve allocation to scale up lifesaving programs. In 
view of the dramatically changing circumstances, proposals will be considered on a rolling, case-
by-case basis to ensure flexibility and responsiveness as emerging priority needs, and operational 
opportunities and constraints are identified.  

• Central African Republic HF: $4 million reserve allocation based on the results of the newly 
established GBV Working Group’s assessment. This allocation will scale up GBV prevention and 
response in communities affected by conflict, displacement and destitution. The allocation will 
deliver a multisectoral response for women and girls at greatest risk of GBV, including survivors, and 
encompasses medical care, psychosocial support, and livelihood support.   

• DRC HF: $8 million reserve allocation in response to a significant rise in insecurity and violence in 
Eastern Congo which has caused further displacement and increasing vulnerabilities of communities 
already seriously affected by protracted conflict, natural disasters, and communicable diseases. The 
allocation aims to deliver adequate shelter, boost access to safe water, address food insecurity, and 
prevent the spread of diseases. It also plans to support women and girls, as well as all children, by 
scaling up prevention and response to GBV, and restoring education for out-of-school children. 
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Allocations per pooled fund
Monthy allocations are approved projects/signed grant agreements in 2021. Allocations under approval are projects under contractual 
finalization in 2021.

• DRC HF: $4 million reserve allocation to address consecutive waves of displacement due to conflict 
in the Central Kasaï region. This allocation will scale up life-saving programs in Kasaï, Central Kasaï 
and Sankuru Provinces. It will support access to communities in need and expand activities related 
to food, nutrition, safe water, and good hygiene for displaced and host communities.

• Ethiopia HF: $20 million reserve allocation to support humanitarian partners to sustain the scale-
up of the response to the conflict in Tigray, Afar and Amhara. The allocation supports frontline 
responders, including local and national partners, and strengthens the protection of IDPs and host 
community members with a focus on women and girls. 

• Jordan HF: $150,000 reserve allocation to provide time-critical funds to the Zaatari Refugee 
Camp’s main health care facility to maintain life-saving health services in the temporary absence of 
other funding. 

• Yemen HF: $5.4 million reserve allocation in light of the deteriorating situation in which half the 
population faces famine and lack of access to water and medication attention. The allocation will 
support the delivery of fuel to the water and sanitation authority ($3.86 million) and to WHO ($1.58 
million) to improve access to safe water and life-saving health care.

  



The United Nations acknowledges the generous 
contributions of donors who provide unearmarked 

or core funding to humanitarian partners, the 
Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) and 

Country-based Pooled Funds (CBPF).


