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The Global Humanitarian Overview (GHO) for 2021 was launched on 1 
December 2020 to help 160 million of the 235 million most vulnerable 
people who face hunger, conflict, displacement, the impacts of climate 
change and the COVID-19 pandemic in 56 countries. As of 31 July, ad-
justed requirements for 38 appeals were $36 billion to assist 163 mil-
lion of the 239 million people in need in 56 countries. Some adjustments 
to requirements and to the numbers of people in need and to receive assistance 
have been made since the GHO launch. 

Requirements grew by $110 million this month, mainly due to the recently pub-
lished Myanmar Interim Emergency Response Plan. This plan requiring $109 
million to assist two million people and covering the period June – December 
2021 was developed to enable prioritised emergency humanitarian response 
activities beyond the scope of the 2021 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP). It 
includes humanitarian needs that have arisen since 1 February and focuses on: 
1) urban and peri-urban townships in Yangon and Mandalay; 2) scaling up of 
emergency response in Kayah State, Chin State, and other areas where clashes 
have driven large-scale displacement in previously stable areas; and 3) flexible 
inter-agency rapid response in other areas when new emergency needs related 
to violence, insecurity, and displacement have been identified.

Funding for the 2021 GHO was $10 billion or 28 per cent of requirements at 
the end of July, with significant new funding reported for South Sudan, Syria 
and neighbouring countries, Venezuela, Sudan and Yemen. This is the larg-
est monthly increase this year, with over $2.8 billion of new funding reported 
since the end of June. Reported funding for the GHO is slightly more than at 
the end of July last year ($9.9 billion or 25 per cent of 2020 requirements). 
An additional $6.5 billion of humanitarian funding has been reported. This is 
a larger amount than the additional funding reported at the same time last 
year ($5.6 billion).

Coverage of the plans in the GHO varies widely. Seven appeals are currently funded 
around or above 50 per cent of their requirements: Honduras Flash Appeal (FA) (93 
per cent), Madagascar FA (74 per cent), oPt HRP (72 per cent), South Sudan HRP 
(48 per cent), CAR HRP (48 per cent), Yemen HRP (47 per cent) and Libya HRP (46 
per cent). In contrast, 23 plans are funded below the 28 per cent GHO average. 

Inter-Agency Coordinated Appeals
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Country-Based Pooled Funds

02

05

07

Table of Contents

North-west Syria. Children cool down from soaring 
summer temperatures in the back of a truck made 
into a temporary pool in an IDP camp in north-west 
Syria. Drought is a growing concern in the country, 
with poor rainfall this year and the Euphrates River at 
a historic low. Millions of people are deprived of clean 
water and electricity. Families are resorting to unsafe 
water sources, further undermining the already fragile 
public health situation. OCHA/Ali Haj Suleiman

Inter-Agency Coordinated Appeals: 
July Update

PEOPLE IN NEED1 PEOPLE TARGETED1 APPEALS

REQUIREMENTS (US$)
INTER-AGENCY APPEALS

FUNDING (US$)
INTER-AGENCY APPEALS

COVERAGE
APPEALS

239 M 163 M 38

$ 36 B $ 10 B 28%

Explore the interactive version of 
this report and download previous 
updates, translated into Arabic, 
French and Spanish

gho.unocha.org

Appeals figures are as reported by donors 
and recipient organizations to the Financial 
Tracking Service as of 31 July 2021. 
All financial data for response plans is 
continuously updated on fts.unocha.org.  
Dollar signs in this document denote United 
States dollars. The Global Humanitarian 
Overview monthly updates are produced by the 
Funding Trends and Resource Mobilization Unit, 
OCHA. For more information, please visit  
gho.unocha.org | hum-insight.info or contact 
ocha-ftrm@un.org

1 In the context of UN-coordinated plans, the figure for people targeted is always a subset of the figure for the number of people 
in need, as it is the result of response analysis, taking into consideration humanitarian access, response capacity of partners, and 
responses planned/anticipated by humanitarian actors outside of the appeal.
2 Total humanitarian funding includes all support to organizations and activities in UN-coordinated plans, as well as other funding.
3 Additional humanitarian funding includes funding for the Red Cross / Red Crescent Movement, in-kind assistance, bilateral 
funding, and others.

FUNDING(US$)2

TOTAL HUMANITARIAN

$ 16.5 B

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Myanmar%20Interim%20Emergency%20Response%20Plan%202021.pdf
http://gho.unocha.org
http://fts.unocha.org
http://gho.unocha.org
http://hum-insight.info
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Funding gap at end-July (2015-2021)

The gap between requirements and funding at the of end of July 2021 is the second largest ever, with more 
than $26 billion of needs unmet. Although funding is at approximately the same level as in July last year, 
the end-July 2020 funding gap was larger, primarily due to the COVID-19 and the high requirements for the 
global response to the pandemic. 

Gender-Based Violence

Requirements to prevent, mitigate and respond to GBV in 2021 currently stand at $689.8 million. As of 
end July, $65.6 million (9.5 per cent of what is needed) have been reported. This amount does not include 
funding that is shared among different sectors, or not reported for organizations/activities in the GHO.  All 
partners are encouraged to report funding in a timely manner to FTS to continue building the evidence base 
on how much is needed and how much is available to fight GBV around the globe. For the latest information, 
see the new dedicated page on FTS. 

Anticipatory Action

Over the past few years, a growing number of organizations have taken proactive steps towards anticipat-
ing crises and piloting anticipatory action. There is now compelling evidence that for predictable human-
itarian crises, anticipatory action is a faster, cheaper, and more dignified response that can also protect 
development gains. Moreover, planning interventions ahead of time provides an opportunity to consult with 
and be accountable to people most at risk. Yet, while half of all humanitarian needs are foreseeable and 20 
per cent are highly predictable, only one per cent of crisis financing is pre-arranged. 

The United Nations, along with the Governments of Germany and the United Kingdom, are organising a 
high-level event on 9 September 2021 to catalyse a shift towards anticipatory action. The event will be 
opened by the United Nations Secretary-General, and will showcase compelling examples of the anticipa-
tory approach and launch concrete commitments to scale up. Leaders from governments, international 
financial institutions, the United Nations, and civil society will come together to demonstrate that the world 
is committed to act ahead of predictable crises. More information will be available here and in the Septem-
ber GHO update.

Funding (US$)

https://fts.unocha.org/global-clusters/13/summary/2021
https://www.unocha.org/high-level-humanitarian-event-anticipatory-action-commitment-act-ahead-crises


Inter-agency Coordinated Appeals: July update

The regional appeals components included in the GHO are: Syria 3RP and Venezuela RMRP – fully included; Burundi RRP – Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda components included; DRC excluded; 
DRC RRP – Angola, Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia components included;  Burundi excluded. South Sudan RRP –  Kenya, Uganda and Ethiopia components included; DRC 
and Sudan excluded. Regional Migrant Response Plan for the Horn of Africa and Yemen – Ethiopia and Djibouti included; Somalia partly included; Yemen excluded. Syria 3RP population figures 
include refugees and impacted members of host communities. Population figures for Bangladesh JRP include refugees, as well as impacted members of host community. 
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Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF)

CERF June allocations
In June 2021, the Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC) endorsed the allocation of $135 million from the 
Central Emergency Response Fund’s Underfunded Emergencies (UFE), with $125 million dedicated to 12 
countries in Africa, the Americas and the Middle East, and another $10 million allocated to support projects 
that  assist programming for persons with disabilities in seven of the 12 selected UFE countries. In addition, 
the ERC allocated $6.5 million from CERF’s rapid response (RR) window. RR allocations include $4 million to 
Burkina Faso in support of people displaced by deadly attacks in the city of Solhan and elsewhere; $1 million 
to Haiti in response to gang violence in Port-au-Prince; and $1.5 million to assist people affected by severe 
flooding in Burundi. 

JUNE MONTHLY
ALLOCATIONS (US$)4

TOTAL 2021
ALLOCATIONS (US$)

TOTAL 2021
CONTRIBUTIONS (US$)

$141.5M $ 322M $ 450M

CERF allocations
Allocations endorsed by the ERC

4 No CERF allocations were endorsed by the ERC in July.

6.5 M
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CERF releases $135 million for underfunded humanitarian crises 

On 15 June, outgoing ERC Mark Lowcock released $135 million from the Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF) to boost humanitarian operations in 12 countries in Africa, the Americas and the Middle East. The 
largest country allocations will be distributed among relief organizations in Syria ($20 million); the Democrat-
ic Republic of the Congo ($20 million); and Ethiopia, with a focus on Tigray ($13 million). Aid operations in 
Afghanistan, Nigeria and South Sudan will each receive $11 million. Additional funding will go to Madagas-
car ($8 million); Venezuela ($7 million); Chad ($7 million); Burkina Faso ($7 million); Cameroon ($5 million); 
and Mozambique ($5 million). The remaining $10 million will be directed to a range of projects that focus 
on programming for persons with disabilities in seven of the 12 selected UFE countries (Afghanistan, DRC, 
Madagascar, Mozambique, Nigeria, South Sudan, and Venezuela). . 

CERF allocates $1 million in support of people displaced by gang violence in Haiti
On 13 June, outgoing ERC Mark Lowcock allocated $1 million from CERF’s RR window for an urgent re-
sponse to gang violence and displacement in Haiti. At the beginning of June, armed clashes between gangs 
in the areas of Martissant, Fontamara and Bas-Delmas sharply escalated, leading to violence, displacement, 
injuries, and deaths. About 17,000 people were displaced, with most fleeing to safer areas and seeking shel-
ter in informal settlements, often sleeping outside on the ground, or with host families. Overall, the country 
team estimated that about 1.5 million people have been affected. Priority needs include food, water, sanita-
tion and hygiene, shelter, non-food items, COVID-19 protective equipment for displaced people, health, and 
protection. The allocation from CERF will assist displaced people, as well as people unable to leave Martis-
sant, especially pregnant women, survivors of gender-based violence and people at risk of GBV. 

ERC releases $1.5 million in response to floods in Burundi 
On 14 June, outgoing ERC Mark Lowcock allocated $1.5 million from CERF for an urgent response to floods 
in Burundi. Some 100,000 people were affected by flooding in Gatumba and Rukaramu, including some 
40,000 people who were displaced. Up to 65,000 people could become displaced by the end of the rainy 
season in September. Funds from CERF will enable humanitarian agencies and their partners to provide im-
mediate humanitarian assistance, as well as limit the humanitarian impact of future flooding by initiating the 
relocation of people to less flood-prone areas. Overall, the CERF allocation will target an estimated 35,000 
people. The allocation prioritizes two key objectives: save lives by providing shelter and water, sanitation and 
hygiene assistance to displaced families, and restore livelihoods through food and cash assistance. 

CERF allocates $4 million following deadly attacks in Burkina Faso 
On 25 June, ERC a.i. Ramesh Rajasingham allocated $4 million from CERF’s RR window for an urgent re-
sponse to new displacement following deadly attacks in Burkina Faso.  During the second quarter of the 
year, the Sahelian country experienced an unpredictable and unprecedented increase in violence that pri-
marily targeted civilians. This large-scale violence in the Sahel, East and Centre-North regions forced more 
200,000 people to flee their homes in just two and a half months. The situation became even more critical in 
the first two weeks of June when 38,000 people were newly displaced, and displacement increased beyond 
the hosting communities’ capacities. At the same time, a lack of funds meant that humanitarian organiza-
tions were not able to fully respond to new needs. 

https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/un-releases-us135-million-underfunded-humanitarian-crises
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Country-Based Pooled Funds (CBPFs)

CBPFs disbursed $83.8 million to humanitarian partners in six countries in June. Of this 

amount, around 72 per cent went to NGOs, including $3877 million to local and national partners and 

$22.3 million to international NGOs. 

In July, CBPFs disbursed $88.9 million to humanitarian partners in 12 countries. Of this 

amount, around 74 per cent went to NGOs, including $20.2 million to local and national partners and 

$45.5 million to international NGOs. 

CBPFs continue to be the largest direct source of funding for local and national partners on 

the front lines of emergency response. From allocations launched in 2021 (totalling $205.5 
million), 34 per cent of CBPF funding was provided to national and local NGOs. International 

NGOs received 37 per cent. CBPFs will continue to provide significant funding to local partners, lever-

aging their proximity to affected people and harnessing their local knowledge and social networks.

As of 31 July, donors had pledged or contributed $667 million to OCHA-managed CBPFs.

DISBURSEMENTS  
IN JUNE (US$) CONTRIBUTIONS 

RECEIVED IN 2021 (US$)

DISBURSEMENTS  
IN JULY (US$)

$ 83.8M $ 667M$ 89.8M

Disbursements per pooled fund
Actual disbursements made in June and July

Number of 
organizations (June)

Number of 
organizations (July)July disbursementJune disbursementPooled Fund
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Thirteen CBPFs launched standard and reserve allocation rounds in June and July

• Central African Republic Humanitarian Fund (HF): $12 million standard allocation (June) to alle-
viate life-threatening conditions in IDP settlements and host communities. It includes a dedicated 
envelope to strengthen child protection and GBV services, bringing visibility to these generally 
underfunded areas of the wider response.

• DRC HF: $3.5 million reserve allocation (June) to provide essential food and non-food items and 
enhance protection for destitute households following the volcano eruption in Goma. Support will 
be provided to the PSEA network to train humanitarian actors.

• Lebanon HF: $550,000 reserve allocation (July) for a multi-sector needs assessment to update 
and complement the National Response Plan and provide a comprehensive evidence-based anal-
ysis of the needs of different communities. The allocation will also support coordination with 
NGOs and engagement with the humanitarian/development forum to strengthen the participation 
of local actors in the response.

• oPt HF: $18 million reserve allocation (June) to kickstart response to the Flash Appeal, in com-
plementarity with $4.5 million from the CERF Rapid Response window. The allocation aims to 
catalyse additional funding from other sources, and has a strong focus on protecting women, 
children and persons living with disabilities, and includes cash and voucher assistance.

• Pakistan HF: $1.5 million reserve allocation (July) to address the needs of the most vulnerable, 
including refugees and local communities affected by natural hazards and COVID-19. Funds will 
complement the government-led COVID-19 response package by procuring and delivering essen-
tial goods and medical supplies to high priority areas.

• Somalia HF: $26 million standard allocation (July) to increase access to food and water which is 
particularly important given the prolonged drought and recent flooding in some regions, and the 
desert locust infestation. 

• Somalia HF: $78,317 reserve allocation (June) to supports disability inclusion through a disability 
assessment in one of the largest IDP sites in Somalia (Kismayo). The main activities include the 
collection of important demographic data on persons with disabilities and the identification of 
corrective measures and programs to ensure that people with disabilities and other vulnerabili-
ties can access specific and essential assistance.

• South Sudan HF: $50 million standard allocation (June) to provide emergency food assistance 
and treat severely malnourished children and mothers in remote, conflict-affected areas during 
the dry season when hunger is at its peak. This allocation was made in complementarity with two 
CERF allocations totalling $17 million. 

Disbursements per type of recipient organizations
Actual disbursements made in June and July
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• Sudan HF: $6.5 million reserve allocation (June) to strengthen community preparedness; in-
crease partners’ capacity for rapid response and scale-up; and preposition life-saving emergency 
supplies before the annual flood season and associated disease outbreaks. 

• Syria HF: $35 million standard allocation (June) allocation to support an integrated package of 
assistance, including GBV and child protection services, in remote and newly assessed areas in 
Aleppo, Hama, Homs and Idleb. 

• Syria Cross-border HF: $21.4 million reserve allocation (June) to assist IDPs and other affected 
communities to mitigate the adoption of negative coping strategies. The allocation includes a 
specific focus on GBV prevention and response. 

• Ukraine HF: $7 million standard allocation (July) to address humanitarian needs triggered by the 
conflict around Donetska and Luhanska oblasts. The allocation includes two envelopes: $3 mil-
lion to partners in GCA and $4 million in NGCA, and it aims to scale up assistance and protection 
for most vulnerable communities, in anticipation of harsh winter conditions next year.

• Yemen HF: $50 million standard allocation (June) to meet the needs of the most vulnerable 
communities, including people with disabilities, minority groups, female-headed households, and 
vulnerable children at high-risk of violence, exploitation, and child marriage. Promoting an in-
novative, integrated area-based approach, the funding will improve resilience, including through 
multi-purpose cash for income-generating projects. This allocation complements a CERF alloca-
tion of $40 million.

Aden, Yemen. A displaced child filling water cans from a water distribution point in Al-Shaap 
camp in Aden City, 22 November 2020. Photo by Ayman Fouad/YPN for OCHA.



The United Nations acknowledges the generous 
contributions of donors who provide unearmarked 

or core funding to humanitarian partners, the 
Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) and 

Country-based Pooled Funds (CBPF).


