
GLOBAL HUNGER INITIATIVE

Key messages

• This is a children’s crisis: Millions of children are one step 
away from starvation and facing the threat of famine. Urgent 
life-saving action is needed NOW to prevent a humanitarian 
hunger crisis in which tens of thousands of children could 
die. Famine has no place in the 21st century and is entirely 
preventable. 

• Conflict, COVID-19 and climate change are now 
interacting to create new and worsening hunger hotspots 
and reversing the gains families had made to escape poverty.

• Time is running out. If the world stands by and does too 
little too late, children and their families will be forced to 
make dangerous survival choices that will have lasting harmful 
consequences for girls and boys, including preventable death.

• Everyone is exhausted by the battle to defeat 
COVID-19 but in the poorest parts of the world 
families are now confronted by new spikes in the 
virus (due to the spread of the Delta variant) and literally 
looking for their next meal. People know the value in coming 
together to defeat the pandemic and now we must urgently 
stand together with the most vulnerable to help them 
survive.

• World Vision is on the ground in hunger hotspots 
around the globe, providing life-saving assistance, tackling 
malnutrition, providing clean water and protecting children 
from harm.  Our response will target 15 million people who 
face life-threatening starvation.

6 months summary report (April - September 2021)

19 Countries
of highest alert identified and focused for 
World Vision’s efforts in addressing hunger 
globally

COVID-19
the pandemic’s impact has marked a spiked 
in world hunger

Conflict
continued conflict threatens human and 
economic development gains

Climate Change
the climate change crisis continues to push 
more people into emergency levels of food 
insecurity

People reached

Men 1.2M

Women 1.4M Children 3.5M
Boys 1.7MGirls 1.8M6.1M

(as of 30 September 2021)

World Vision is responding to the impact of hunger globally and aims to reach 
15 million people through a US$ 300 million target in programmes
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1.Improve access to clean water 
hygiene and sanitation promotion 
services to mitigate waterborne 
diseases
2. Improve access to food for 
affected households

3. Increase access to curative and preventive 
quality emergency health and nutrition services

5.  Ensure protection for children, women 
and vulnerable groups, including psychosocial 
support for reproductive age 
girls and women.4.  Improved sustainable livelihoods to 

support households and  communities to 
multiply resilient food systems

Strategic objectives

People reached 
with access to 
clean, potable 
water

408K

1MUS$ 35M 286K3M
People reached 
with cash and 
voucher assistance

Amount of cash and 
voucher assistance 
distributed (US$)

School children 
receiving wet 
feeding

People reached 
with (in kind) food 
assistance

158K174K212K
People reached 
through primary 
healthcare 
support

Children 
reached with 
Supplementary and 
Therapeutic food

Children reached through 
management of Severe Acute 
Malnutrition & Moderate Acute 
Malnutrition

120K 14K
People reached 
through provision of 
livelihood assets

People receiving 
psychosocial support

Global Hunger Initiative (GHI) 6 months progress*
(as of 30 September 2021)

*includes beneficiaries from 18 countries globally for the reporting period 01 April - 30 September, 2021
* The beneficiary numbers take into account the risk of double counting. A majority of the beneficiaries receive life-saving humanitarian assistance on a monthly basis 
but are only counted once.
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Recurring drought, conflict, and instability have led to severe 
food shortages. Many countries have struggled with extreme 
poverty for decades, so they lack government and community 
support systems to help their struggling families.

The economic and health impacts of the pandemic have 
driven millions deeper into poverty and despair. The 
secondary impacts of COVID-19 persist for children and their 
communities throughout Africa. This means a decline in income 
opportunities, lost livelihoods, diminished purchasing power, 
and limited access to basic food and services. All of which have 
continued into 2021.

A compressed cycle of recurring drought is also plunging the 
same communities into a drought again before they have a 
chance to recover sufficiently from the last one. 

Recurring failed rainy seasons have made it impossible for 
many African farmers and herders to keep up their livelihoods. 
Cyclones, floods, and swarms of desert locusts also increased 
humanitarian needs in Eastern and Southern Africa.

Though the global numbers of people suffering from hunger 
have declined 31% since 2000, the food and nutrition situation 
in sub-Saharan Africa has worsened over the past four years.

Conflict, hunger, poverty, and displacement create a climate in 
which children are at risk of violence and exploitation.

Help is necessary to keep the Africa hunger and food crises 
from worsening. Children, especially those younger than 5, are 
the most vulnerable because they need critical nutrients to build 
strength and immunity against disease.

Afghanistan: 2.7 million people currently face starvation in 
Afghanistan and almost half of all children are at risk of acute 
malnutrition according to the Ministry of Public Health and 
the World Health Organisation. Nearly 11 million people in 
Afghanistan are experiencing IPC* 3 or above and require 
urgent action to save lives. Over 3.17 million men, women, 
boys and girls in humanitarian need, one-step away from 
famine across Afghanistan (IPC level 4). Approximately 664,285 
men, women, boys and girls in IPC 4 fall within World Vision’s 
operational area. There are huge gaps in the field of livelihoods, 
health, protection and WASH but the priority need is lifesaving 
activities to support the affected communities survive winter.

Syria: World Vision Syria Response (WVSR) has been 
operating inside Syria, Jordan and Turkey since 2011. World 
Vision provides life-saving protection, education, WASH 
(water, sanitation and hygiene), livelihoods and health services 
to refugees, internally displaced persons (IDPs) and local 
communities impacted by the ongoing conflict now in its 10th 
year. The COVID-19 pandemic, the economic crisis and the 
lack of accountability for the grave violations against children 
and civilians have further compounded the situation of Syrian 
children, their families and host communities. Major donor cuts 
to funding in Syria has led to significant need gaps in all sectors, 
particularly food security, health and WASH provision.

Yemen: In addition to horrific violence, people are suffering 
from hunger and deprivation. Among the 20 million people 
facing acute food insecurity, 2 million children under age 5 are 
severely malnourished. Millions lack access to basic healthcare, 
clean water, and sanitation, and about 4 million people have 
been displaced from their homes.

Guatemala: Like the rest of the world, Guatemala was hit 
hard by the COVID-19 pandemic, and the economic impact 
on families, especially those who depended on informal labor, 
was severe. Families faced difficulty getting food and clean 
water, increasing kids’ malnutrition and illness, and students 
in rural areas often weren’t able to continue their studies. 
On top of the pandemic’s challenges, Hurricanes Eta and 
Iota hit Guatemala in the fall, destroying crops, homes, and 
infrastructure.

Honduras: The country’s economy faces instability because 
it’s largely based on food exports, which can be directly 
affected by natural disasters. Honduras is one of the countries 
in the world most prone to natural disasters or climate change 
effects. And other challenges exist for Hondurans. More than 
two in five rural families live in extreme poverty and don’t 
know where their next meals will come from.

Venezuela: Latin America’s largest migration in recent years 
is driven by hyperinflation, violence, and food and medicine 
shortages stemming from recent years of political turmoil.  One 
out of every three Venezuelans is food-insecure and in need of 
urgent food supplies, according to the World Food Programme 
(WFP). Once-eradicated diseases like cholera and malaria have 
returned, and children are increasingly dying of causes related 
to hunger and malnutrition. Child malnutrition is on the rise in 
Venezuela, where the WFP plans to feed 1.5 million children 
in schools. World Vision is the WFP’s largest implementing 
partner.

Africa Middle East and Eastern Europe Latin America and Caribbean

Regional overview

* The IPC Acute Food Insecurity classification provides differentiation between levels of severity of acute food insecurity. The units of analysis are classified in five distinct phases: (1) Minimal/None, (2) Stressed, (3) Crisis, (4) Emergency, (5) 
Catastrophe/Famine. Each of these phases has important and distinct implications for where and how best to intervene, and therefore influences priority response objectives.
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World Vision’s  response

The Global Hunger Initiative (GHI) programme framework includes 5 outcome areas (WASH, health and nutrition, food & cash assistance, livelihoods and child protection) and a selection of a few 
core indicators which are applicable across 19 countries of highest alert on hunger globally. World Vision is responding to the needs of the affected communities through:

Provision of clean drinking water through water trucking, 
bowsered water and supply through established access 
points to affected communities. World Vision also supports 
communities through rehabilitation of household and 
community level water sources during the hunger crisis. 

Verification of beneficiaries, coordination, delivery and 
distribution of life saving food assistance through relevant 
structures. World Vision partners with governments and the 
World Food Programme (WFP) to provide food to affected 
communities on a monthly basis.

World Vision supports health facilities to provide timely and 
quality lifesaving treatment for acute malnutrition for targeted 
age groups and to strengthen lifesaving preventive nutrition 
services for vulnerable groups. This also involves active case 
finding for early detection and referral through screening of 
children as well as support to local health systems to scale up 
lifesaving nutrition interventions.

World Visions’ programmes integrate psychosocial first aid 
to children and families impacted by the hunger crisis. Early 
identification and safe referrals of child protection cases and 
children at risk, including family tracing for unaccompanied and 
separated children (UASC) because of drought. World Vision 
also establishes Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) to assist children, to 
cope with crises and to reinforce or regain healthy psychosocial 
behaviours and resilience in the face of challenging and 
deteriorating circumstances and deployment of relevant staff to 
work on child protection related issues.

World Vision supports the communities affected by hunger 
through provision of drought resilient seeds, livestock restock, 
livestock treatment and vaccination and training on recovery. 
World Vision also supports communities through the set-up of 
Savings for Transformation (S4T) groups and linking them with 
financial providers for recovery loans, training for S4Ts, facilitate 
extension services training on nutrition sensitive food and 
agricultural approaches, training on community Disaster Risk 
Reduction (DRR) structures and Early Warning for Early Action.

World Vision supports the procurement and distribution of 
supplementary and therapeutic food to health facilities to 
address the worsening malnutrition situation among vulnerable 
groups affected by hunger.

Most health systems in remote areas are understaffed and 
lack resources (stationery, MUAC tape, weighing scales etc) to 
adequately respond and provide supplies and medication for 
both inpatient and outpatient management of malnutrition. 
World Vision’s support to these health facilities includes supply 
of resources and capacity building on the management of 
malnutrition for frontline health workers.

Cash transfers to the most vulnerable, crisis affected 
households to meet immediate food needs through market 
assessments to inform the transfer modality and the Minimum 
Expenditure Basket (MEB) equivalent in cash.

Targetted school feeding programmes for communities affected 
by hunger and send their children to school for achievement 
of educational outcomes such as improved attendance. This 
provides children with access to food in cases where there may 
be none at home due to hunger crisis. This includes both hot 
meals provided at school and take home dry rations.

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Food Assistance SAM and MAM Management

Psychosocial Support

Livelihoods AssetsSupplementary and 
Therapeutic Food to Children

Primary healthcare support

Cash and Voucher Assistance

School Feeding Programmes
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Funding  Summary

US $ 

164 M As of 30 September, World 
Vision’s Global Hunger Initiative 
is 55% funded with a total 
funding budget of 
US$ 164 million against a funding 
target of US $ 300 million

Funding status

World Vision Uganda is supporting refugee households and the host community 
members to meet their nutritional needs through provision of vegetable seeds 
such as onions, tomatoes, cowpeas, eggplants and cabbages. After harvesting, 
families sell part of it to acquire basic needs
© Derrick Kyatuka / World Vision

Funding 
Secured

164M

12M
4M

Pending with
Donor

In preparation/ In 
Design



World Vision is focused on helping the most vulnerable children to 
overcome poverty and experience fullness of life. We help children of all 
backgrounds, even in the most dangerous places. Our vision for every child, 
life in all its fullness. Our prayer for every heart, the will to make it so.

wvi.org/emergencies

Read more about how World Vision is responding globally:

East Africa Hunger 
Emergency Response

Afghanistan Complex Response

Venezuela Crisis Response

Syria Crisis Response

Tigray Crisis Response

Angola Hunger Response

https://www.wvi.org/publications/report/east-africa-hunger-response-situation-report-september-2021
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/afghanistan/time-running-out-afghan-children-who-face-starvation-and-need-protection
https://www.wvi.org/emergencies/venezuela-crisis
https://www.wvi.org/emergencies/syria-crisis-response
https://www.wvi.org/stories/ethiopia/world-vision-provides-food-assistance-over-800000-idps-returnees-and-conflict
https://www.wvi.org/stories/hunger-crisis/saving-lives-through-multi-sectoral-response-hunger-and-malnutrition

