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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Favourable weather conditions benefited 2020 
secondary maize crops 

 Imports of cereals estimated at average level in 2019 

 Inflation rates at generally low levels in recent years 

Favourable weather conditions benefited 2020 
secondary maize crops 

The main food crops are cassava and plantains, but the country 
also produces a small amount of maize. 
 
Harvesting of the 2020 secondary maize crop is ongoing under 
favourable weather conditions and, following mostly adequate and 
well-distributed rainfall in the season, the output is expected at 
near-average levels. 
 
Planting of the 2020 main season maize crops is expected to begin 
in September. 

Imports of cereals estimated at average level in 
2019 

Agriculture contributes to a small portion of the national Gross 
Domestic Product (GCP), reflecting the predominance of the 
petroleum industry. The country imports the bulk of its cereal 
requirements through commercial channels, with cereal imports 
accounting for approximately 90 percent of the total cereal 
utilization. With a population of about 2.2 million, imports of cereals 
in 2019 are estimated at a near-average level of 190 000 tonnes, 
including about 100 000 tonnes of wheat and 80 000 tonnes of 
rice. 

Inflation rates at generally low levels in recent 
years 

In recent years, the rates of inflation have been at generally low 
levels (about 3 percent) due to Government subsidies on many 
basic goods, including food staples, and the relatively strong local 
currency that exerts downward pressure on prices of imported 
goods. 
 
 
 

 
 

 



GIEWS global information and early warning system on food and agriculture 

 

COVID-19 and measures adopted by the 
Government 

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, on 10 April 2020, the 
Government declared a State of Emergency by: 
 

 Restricting the entry and exiting from the country. 

 Imposing quarantine measures, curfews and movement 
limitations within the country. 

 Prohibiting international and national conferences, political 
demonstrations, cultural, religious and sporting events. 

 Imposing the mandatory wearing of facemasks, strict hand 
washing and the use of sanitizers, observance of physical 
distancing and closure of schools. 

 
The State of Emergency was lifted on 10 May 2020; however, 
restrictive measures remain in place. 
 
On 3 April 2020, the Government announced the implementation 
of a number of measures in response to the outbreak to provide 
financial assistance to the people in need, including funds for 
water and electricity bills, unemployment benefits and the 
creation of a food bank. 
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