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Myanmar• Earthquake in Shan State 
Situation Report No. 6 

11 April 2011  

 
This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Myanmar 
Country Office. It covers the period from 1-11 April 2011. The next report will be issued on or around 22 April, 
depending on the availability of information. 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 
• On 3 April, the local authorities in Tarlay have reported that a total of 836 houses were damaged in 

the affected areas. World Vision reported that two additional primary schools in Tan San village and 
Maw Twe village of Mong Koe Village Tract were damaged during aftershocks recorded in the 
region. 

• Initial findings of a rapid assessment indicate that at least 18,000 people residing in 90 villages are 
affected by the earthquake. Most of those villages are located in Tarlay and Mong Lin. 

• On 3 April, the Vice-President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar and party visited the 
earthquake-affected areas during which they provided cash assistance, food and medicines for the 
affected communities.  

• On 2 and 3 April, the United Nations Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator (RC/HC) led a mission 
to the earthquake-affected areas to meet with partners and assess the situation.  

• The report of the inter-agency/inter-sector assessments in 58 out of 80 targeted villages with a 
population of 2,797 households or 12,513 people reveals the extent of damages and identifies 
remaining needs of the affected population in Health, Shelter and WASH. 

• The assessments and data collection in remaining villages and areas in North and West of the 
epicentre are ongoing.   

 

II. Situation Overview 

 
On 24 March 2011, at 20:30 local time, an 
earthquake of magnitude 6.8 on the Richter 
Scale and 10 km depth struck the southern parts 
of Shan State in the East of the Union of Myanmar 
— approximately 300 miles southeast of Mandalay 
seismological observatory and close to the borders 
between Myanmar, Thailand (South) and Laos 
(East). Several aftershocks have been reported in 
the affected areas. The latest official number of 
casualties currently stands at 74 deaths and 125 
injuries. This is the third earthquake since the 
beginning of the year in Myanmar. 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 
The initial findings of the inter-agency/inter-sector 
assessments carried out on 30-31 March, based 
on information from 58 out of the 80 villages assessed have been shared with partners. The exercise covers 
a population of 2,797 households, or 12,513 people. Collection of information in villages North and West of 
the epicenter is ongoing.  
 
The findings indicate that the needs still remain particularly in health, shelter and water and sanitation 
(WASH) sectors and that food and drinking water relief interventions are the most common support received 
by the population, followed by shelter, health services, non-food items and psychological aid. Nearly two third 
of the surveyed villages reported receiving health care services through mobile clinics, and public and private 
healthcare providers. The villages which were not reached by the survey teams may have received less 
assistance as they are more difficult to access. The major needs that have not been addressed yet include 
repair and re-start of services from barns, water source, rice milling machines which were destroyed during 
the earthquake.  
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MRCS reports that 19 out of 26 villages in Mong Koe Village Tract were affected by the earthquake. Some 
10 religious buildings and 4 schools were damaged.  
 
A significant level of assistance has been provided by Community-Based Organizations (CBOs) and the local 
communities. Humanitarian partners continue to mobilize their resources and stocks to carry out relief 
activities in support of the Government’s efforts in the education, food, health, nutrition, shelter/Non-Food 
Items (NFIs) and water and sanitation (WASH) sectors. On 2-3 April, the RC/HC, together with the heads of 
several UN agencies, visited the earthquake-affected areas and met with partners present. 
 

 Education 
 
In addition to reports of 26 schools damaged during the 24 March earthquake, World Vision reported that two 
additional primary schools in Tan San village and Maw Twe village of Mong Koe Village Tract were damaged 
during aftershocks recorded in the region. It is reported that the Ministry of Education will take a lead in 
renovation and re-constructions of damaged schools which are expected to be completed before the next 
school year starts.  
 

 Food 
 
WFP reports that there is no immediate need for food as food stocks have not been destroyed and rice is 
available on the markets. About 72.8% of the households in surveyed villages had some food in storage 
(rice, bean, sesame, cooking oil). Among them, 97.5% of the families stored rice, and of these 59% said that 
their stocks of rice could last for more than two weeks. However, about one-third of the surveyed villages 
said that they decreased their amount of food consumption.  
 
According to the qualitative explorative findings, some of the affected villages complained about basic food 
supply, on the ground that even though they have grains in their barns, they could not mill them as the 
factories were destroyed or not operating. Moreover, some reported that they reduced food intake because 
of psychological trauma and stress from the earthquake. 
 

 Emergency Shelter and Non Food Items 
 
Shelter has been identified as one of the priority areas for support, both in the immediate phase and in the 
reconstruction. The inter-agency assessment indicates that 44% of the 2,797 houses visited are either totally 
collapsed or uninhabitable (12% destroyed, 32% damaged). A more systematic and technical assessment of 
the damage to private and public buildings is urgently required to identify the full extent of the damages to 
housing. Requests were made for weather proof temporary shelters, especially in view of the upcoming 
monsoon season, and provision of technical expertise not only for the rebuilding and repairing of houses but 
also to assess the resistance status of the houses still standing to further possible shocks.  
 
The Government has reportedly provided Myanmar Kyat (MMK) 400,000 (approximately US$ 470) each to 
the households with totally damaged houses and MMK 200,000 (approximately US$ 235) for partially 
damaged houses. Wood is available at a subsidized price for the reconstruction of damaged religious 
buildings. 
 
During the meeting between the Deputy Minister for Social Welfare Relief and Resettlement and 
humanitarian agencies on 7 April, he asked the agencies to concentrate on provision of shelter for the 
affected population.     
 
Following a request by the community in view of the high number of deaths recorded during the earthquake 
and the resulting trauma for the community, the Ministry of Social Welfare Relief and Resettlement Kya Ku Ni 
Village in Nar Yawng Village Tract made provision for the village to be relocated elsewhere.  
 
From 6 to 11 April, a team of five members from the Myanmar Earthquake Committee undertook a 
systematic geological investigation in the affected area in order to investigative geological condition after the 
earthquake in view of re-construction efforts needed. The Myanmar Earthquake Committee will issue a 
report in the near future which would serve as a useful reference material for the partners in implementing 
projects.   
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To date, 849 households in 17 villages in the affected area have received household kits from WV. 
Furthermore, Medicine Sans Frontier (MSF)-Holland provided 1,000 jerry cans (20 liters) and 100 tool kits, 
which contains shovel, knife, axe and nails to the affected population.  
 
UN-Habitat is planning a recovery shelter assessment, tentatively to take place in May, to look into the needs 
and gaps in the construction of permanent shelters and assess the resistance status of the houses still 
standing. A significant portion of the population still prefers to sleep under temporary shelter and are 
reluctant to go back home, in fear of further damages in the series of aftershocks that are still being felt in the 
area.  
 

 Health 
 
Five health infrastructures in the area covered by the assessment have been damaged, including the Tarlay 
Station Hospital and one Rural Health Centre at Mong Linn and other health centers. The interim hospital 
structure in Tarlay is needed while re-construction will take approximately 6 months, according to the 
authorities. So far, WV has completed source identification and side cleaning for Tarlay Station Hospital’s 
water supply. Moreover, WV has constructed a temporary medical storage in Tarlay between 31 March and 
2 April.   
 
The rapid assessment does not suggest any alarming increase in rates of illness or diseases amongst the 
affected people. The most commonly found health problem was Acute Respiratory Illnesses (ARI), especially 
amongst children, which was found amongst 183 people or 1.5% of the total assessed population of 12,513. 
The findings also indicate that 130 people were suffering from trauma, while only 12 cases of clinically 
suspected malaria were found amongst the surveyed people. There is no cholera case reported.  
 
With the essential drugs provided by agencies and the health authorities, there are enough medical supplies 
to treat diarrhea, ARI and other illnesses over at least the coming three months. 
 
WHO dispatched two Inter-Agency Emergency Health Kits (IEHK) to Tachileik to provide necessary medical 
care to the affected population. The supplementary kit will complement the specialized treatments by 
physicians to those who are in need of higher level of medical care. WHO has deployed its staff to the 
affected area to support emergency health activities.  UNICEF also provided one Inter-Agency Emergency 
Health Kits (IEHK) each to Tarlay Hospital and Tachileik Hospital. WV dispatched two mobile clinic teams 
which have provided medical care and psychosocial support to 771 patients in 15 villages.   
 

 Logistics 
 
In addition to WV’s temporary warehouse in Tarlay, two additional mobile warehouses have been mobilized 
by WFP to increase the logistical capacity in the affected area. 
 
The geographic location of the earthquake-stricken area makes commodities’ transport complicated from 
within Myanmar, whilst import from the nearby Thailand appears to be more cost-effective. As such, local 
partners as well as the RC/HC have approached the authorities of both countries to facilitate the import of 
relief items from Thailand. It is also to be noted that, as the rainy season is due to start in few weeks, access 
to some of the affected areas will become increasingly difficult due to the expected rains and the increased 
risk of landslides. 
 
Flights are available daily with domestic airlines from Yangon to Tachileik and Kentung. Myanmar Airways 
operates regular flights to Kengtung on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays leaving at 7:00 hrs. 
Air Mandalay operates daily flight to Tachileik leaving Yangon at 11:30 in the morning and reaching Tachileik 
at 14:35 via Mandalay. 
 

 Nutrition 
 
No cases of child malnutrition have been observed during the inter-agency assessment. The prevalence of 
chronic and acute malnutrition amongst children is comparatively lower in eastern Shan to the national 
average and as food is available in the short to medium term, and there is no immediate concern for the 
deterioration in children’s nutritional status.  
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 Protection 
 
WV has established 8 Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) in Tarlay ward (3), Tar Kyant, Bay Tha La, Yan Kin, Thiri, 
Lu Taung Mai, Wan Sar and Oke Kyinn villages. A total of 1,073 children (543 boys and 530 girls) participate 
in the CFS centres’ activities.  
 

 Water Sanitation & Hygiene 
 
The water sources are in need of re-construction or rehabilitation as 1/3 of the spring and wells cannot be used 
mostly due to turbidity caused by the earthquake. According to the inter-agency assessments, spring water 
sources which were drinkable and used for other domestic purposes decreased from 77% of the surveyed 
villages to 45 % and dug wells from 54% to 18% after the earthquake. Although the inter-agency assessment 
indicates that drinking water was reportedly the main common support received by the affected population, 
the current support could only solve the immediate day to day needs. Further cluster assessments are 
needed to determine the needs in long term. Furthermore, World Vision completed water assessments in 99 
villages. Their recommendations include provision of portable drinking water for some surveyed villages for 
short term, conducting drinking water quality surveillance and testing, renovation of gravity flow piping 
system and advocating the community with water and hygiene messages.    
 
The earthquake also destroyed 20% of brick latrines and 5% of indirect pit latrines within the 58 surveyed 
villages. The number of people practicing open defecation increased from 175 to 195 after the earthquake. 
According to secondary information, toilets and sanitation facilities in temporary camps were urgent needs. 
  
In addition to 160,000 water purification tablets that will cover the drinking water need for a population of 
20,000 for three months, UNICEF provided 10 drums of bleaching powers to treat the contaminated water 
sources. In coming days, UNICEF will provide pipes and accessories for water supply system in ward 3 of 
Tarlay. World Vision continues to carry out water testing in affected villages. Moreover, as of 8 April, WV 
distributed a total of 113,340 water liters to 1,759 households with approximately more than 8,000 
beneficiaries in the affected area.  
 
 

IV. Coordination 

 
In the field, partners are encouraged to liaise with the MRCS, OCHA, World Vision and UNICEF staff at the 
hub established in Tachileik at the World Vision office. In Tachileik, an Inter-Agency coordination meeting is 
held every evening at 17:00 hrs at the WV Office. In Tarlay, a meeting with local authorities is held every 
evening at 16:30 hrs at the Relief Supervision Committee Office. 
 
The RC/HC had a meeting with donors on 5 April during which he briefed them on the level of damages and 
needs in respective sectors and encouraged them to contribute to relief and recovery activities of the 
humanitarian community.  
 
All the relevant documents on this emergency are uploaded on Relief Web at the following address: 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/dbc.nsf/doc108?OpenForm&rc=3&emid=EQ-2011-000031-MMR 
 
A wide range of names and spellings of geographic locations are in use in this part of Myanmar. In 
clarifications are needed to ensure a common set of standardized names are used, kindly contact the MIMU. 
 

V. Funding 

 
According to the reports, the total amount of contributions and committed pledges for relief and rehabilitation of the 
earthquake-affected communities is approximately USD 3.2 million as of 11 April. It includes bilateral contributions 
and contributions from private sectors, individuals and organizations. 
 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform OCHA's 
Financial Tracking Service (FTS) (http//fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by sending an e-mail 
to: fts@un.org. 
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MYANMAR - Earthquake - March 2011 

Table: List of all commitments/contributions and pledges*  
as of 11 April 2011 
Compiled by OCHA on the basis of information provided by donors, organizations and media 
monitoring.   
    
Donor Channel Description Funding** 

USD 
Uncommitted 
Pledges USD 

Source of 
Information 

China 
Bilateral (to affected 
government) 

Emergency relief 0 500,000 
FTS Financial 
Tracking System   

ECHO, 
Canada, 
Netherlands 

IFRC- Disaster Relief 
Emergency Fund- 

for the provision of 1,500 family kits 
for distribution to affected 
communities.  

170,000 0 

India 
Bilateral (to affected 
government) 

for relief and rehabilitation  0 1,000,000 

Philippines 
Bilateral (to affected 
government) 

Emergency relief  0 50,000 

Private 
(individuals & 
organizations) 

SC  for initial response 11,500 0 

Private 
(individuals & 
organizations) 

ADRA  for initial response  15,000 0 

Private 
(individuals & 
organizations) 

WVI for initial response (WV Myanmar) 280,000 0 

Thailand 
Bilateral (to affected 
government) 

Emergency relief  0 100,000   

Republic of 
Korea 

Myanmar Red Cross 
Society  

Providing emergency support to the 
most vulnerable individuals among 
the stateless population to help 
them overcome sudden 
vulnerabilities and to increase their 
coping capacity with the aim of 
preventing renewed population 
displacements (multi-year)   

200,000 USD 2,326,500 

UNDP  UN Coordination (cash grant) 

  

100,000 

UNDP, Karuna 
(CPWG- 
Contingency Plan 
Working Group), 
UNICEF 

Private 
(individuals & 
organizations) 

Karuna Myanmar Social 
Services  

Emergency relief activities 5,680 
    

UNICEF UN 
NFI, life saving drugs/supplies and 
Wash interventions. 

48,500 
  

USD 154,180 

Private 
(individuals & 
organizations) 

5  Companies: 
1)Kanbawa Bank Ltd, 2) 
Shwe Thanlwin Co Ltd, 
3) Asia World Co Ltd, 4) 
Aung Chantha Co Ltd, 5) 
Aung of Nawngton Co 
Ltd. 

Assistance, Reconstruction of 
hospital and cash assistance for 
patients, renovation school 
buildings basic education high 
school, renovation of religious 
buildings, national race literature 
and cultural committees. 

K 469 million  
(USD 530,543) 

  

Media (24/03-11/04 ) 

Private 
(individuals & 
organizations) 

China Electronic 
Technology  Corporation 
(CETC) International Co, 
Ltd from the people’s 
Republic of China    

Humanitarian Assistance  
K 100 million 

(USD 113,122) 

  

Private 
(individuals & 
organizations) 

Tien Meljin International 
Charity Foundations 
(Tiens Group) 

Humanitarian Assistance  
K 20 million 

(USD 22,624) 
    

Private 
(individuals & 
organizations) 

CNPC South Asia 
Pipeline Company 
Limited  

Humanitarian Assistance  
50,000 FEC 

(USD 50,000) 
  

  

Private 
(individuals & 
organizations) 

PTTEP International 
Limited  

Humanitarian Assistance  
10,000 FEC 

(USD 10,000 ) 
  

USD 726,289 

GRAND TOTAL    USD  3,206,969 

* NOTE 
Contribution: The actual payment of funds or transfer of in-kind goods from the donor to the recipient entity.      
Commitment: Creation of a legal, contractual obligation between the donor and recipient entity, specifying the amount to be contributed.      
Pledge: A non-binding announcement of an intended contribution or allocation by the donor. ("Uncommitted pledge" on these tables may indicate 
the balance of original pledges not yet committed.) 

  

This table contains the information available as of 11 April. If you have any further information of contributions and committed pledges 
for earthquake response in Shan State, please contact:  María Fernanda Quintero quinterom@un.org 
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VI. Contacts 

 
MRCS 
Tachileik: Daw Aye Aye Thant, Deputy Head, Disaster Management Division: +95 (0)9512 7012 
 
Yangon: U Maung Maung Khin, Head, Disaster Management Division: +95 (0)9855 3276 
  
OCHA 
Tachileik: U Moe Aung, Field Coordinator - +95 (0) 9860 2829 
 
Yangon: Natthinee Rodraksa, Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
rodraksa@un.org, +95 1 544 500 Ext. 816 or +95 (0) 9860 2848 
 
New York: Alf Blikberg, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
blikberg@un.org, +1-917-367-0215 Room 06060-A 
 


