
 

La Nina Outlook 
The latest update from the National Meteorological Agency (NMA) indicates that near-normal rainfall is expected over 
Beneshangul Gumuz, Gambella, parts of SNNPR and western Oromia, as well as the highlands of eastern Tigray and Amhara 
in April. However, below-normal rains have been forecasted for the lowlands of the country, most of which are already suffering 
the effects of drought, while Afar and neighboring areas are likely to experience dry weather conditions during the month. 
According to that latest report from FEWSNET/WFP, the continued poor rains / failure of the rains during the peak of the 
belg/gu season (April) is likely to have additional adverse impacts on situation in the drought-affected areas, limiting urgently 
needed replenishment of water and pasture sources and contributing to further worsening of food security in the coming 
season. On the other hand, some new meteorological data suggests that the current La Niña conditions are finally weakening 
and likely to dissipate in May / June 2011. This is expected to result in higher than average rainfall in the highlands during the 
coming kiremt (June to September) rainy season, potentially provoking flooding in July and August. For more information, 
contact:  info@fews.net & diadimoswon@yahoo.com 
 

Drought Update 
Drought conditions continue to intensify in the southern and south-eastern rangelands of Ethiopia and are increasingly 
expanding into the belg-receiving parts of the country, with rapidly deteriorating food security conditions reported in Amhara 
and SNNPR. According to FEWSNET/WFP, inadequate rains have affected land preparation and the planting of crops in the 
main belg-producing areas of Amhara, Oromia and SNNP regions. The situation in South Wollo, North Wollo and Oromia zone 
(Amhara) requires serious attention as no belg rains have been received to date. In SNNPR, root crops – mainly sweet potato 
and Irish potato, which normally serve as important staples to bridge food gaps during the lean season (March to June) – are 
performing poorly, with widespread crop failure anticipated in Wolayita zone. The food security situation in the coffee growing 
zones of Gedio and Sidama also requires close monitoring. 
 

The National Response Plan, which is expected to inform and guide drought response activities and resource mobilization in 
the coming two months, is expected to be shared with partners early in the week. The membership of the Multi Agency 
Coordination (MAC) forum, the national coordinating body for the drought, is also expected to be expanded to include UN 
agencies, NGOs and donor representation at the next meeting. Incident command posts staffed by the Disaster Risk 
Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS), Ministry of Health, Ministry of Water and Energy, and their respective 
regional sectoral bureaus have been established in Yabello (Oromia) and in Jijiga and Gode zones (Somali) to strengthen the 
monitoring and coordination of drought response activities. Meanwhile, the Emergency Response Coordination Forum in 
SNNPR has also been reactivated. 
 

Drought mitigation and response activities, including water point rehabilitation and maintenance, slaughter de-stocking, animal 
health, livestock forage production at irrigated sites along major rivers in the southern rangelands, and nutrition interventions 
have been prioritized in the coming months. For more information, contact: ocha-eth@un.org & info@fews.net   

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) Response 
As previously reported, emergency water trucking, along with rehabilitation and maintenance of water supply schemes, has 
been identified as the top response priority until the onset of the gu/ganna rains. However, the response to date has not met 
requirements on the ground, with less than 50 per cent of requirements being covered in most areas. In Somali Region, for 
example, out of the 373 water trucks now required, only 172 are providing emergency interventions, while in Oromia, some 32 
additional trucks are required over and above the 65 trucks currently deployed. Serious challenges, including soaring water 
prices, elevated rental prices for trucks, and the overall shortage of water tankers have impacted the effective implementation 
of WASH interventions. Critical water shortages continue to be reported in many parts of the country, including most of Somali 
Region, the lowlands of Oromia, and parts of SNNP, Tigray and Afar regions. Water sources, including boreholes, have dried 
up in some areas due to the depletion of ground water and over utilization by residents and trucking operators.  For more 
information, contact the WASH Task Force: abebeguluma@yahoo.com & kmcdonald@unicef.org 
 

Food Aid Response 
With regional requests for food aid increasing in the drought affected areas, including Oromia and Somali, WFP is reporting 
critical resource shortages in the relief food pipeline, particularly for blended food (Corn–Soya-Blend, CSB) and oil. An 
incomplete relief food basket (excluding oil and CSB) has had to be allocated and distributed to all beneficiaries, apart from 
those in the southeastern pastoral areas, during the second round of distributions. According to WFP, some 20 per cent of the 
24,360 MT food allocated for Somali Region under the second round of distributions has been dispatched, while the process 
for the other regions is being finalized. Some 93 per cent of the 43,373 MT of food allocated during the first round of 
distributions in 2011 has already been dispatched. For more information, contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 

Health Response 
Between 28 March and 4 April, 357 new cases of measles (none fatal) were reported from Oromia (Jille Timuga, Bale zone), 
Amhara (Janamora and Wegera woredas, North Gonder zone; Lege Hida woreda, Oromia zone) and SNNPR (Melekoza, 
Geze Gofa, Ubadebretsehay, Kemba and Arbaminch Zuria woredas, Gamo Gofa zone; and Bena Tsemay, Hamer and Male 
woredas, South Omo zone; as well as in Derashe and Alaba special woredas). Of the total cases, 84.3 per cent (301 cases) 
were reported from SNNPR. Case management, health education and surveillance are being further strengthened. A joint 
assessment team is in Borena zone (Oromia) closely assessing reported health hazards (outbreak of malaria and measles) in 
areas affected by the current drought.  For more information, contact: who-wro@et.afro.who.int 


