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This report is produced by OCHA Libya in collaboration with humanitarian partners, covering the 
period of 5 to 7 April. The next report will be issued on or around 10 April. 

 HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• The United Nations and the humanitarian community were able to deliver life-saving humanitarian 

aid through a World Food Programme-chartered ship which has docked at Misrata port on 7 April.  
• A temporary cessation of hostilities has been urgently called for by the United Nations Secretary-

General Ban Ki-moon and Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator Valerie Amos.  

• The presence of landmines, abandoned munitions and unexploded ordnances inside Libya pose a 
serious threat to civilians.   

• The US$ 310 million Flash Appeal for the Libyan Crisis is currently funded at 39 per cent with US$ 
120 million committed and US$ 1.4 million in pledges.  

 
Situation Overview 

For more than 40 days, sustained hostilities in Libya continue to impede action by the humanitarian 
community to deliver life-saving aid and evacuate stranded refugees, third-country nationals and Libyans in 
need of emergency medical assistance.  On 7 April, the United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and 
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator Valerie Amos called for 
an immediate temporary cessation of hostilities to allow access for humanitarian assistance. The Secretary-
General reiterated his call on the Government of Libya to abide by Security Council Resolution 1973, which 
mandates the end to violence and armed attacks against civilians and an immediate cease-fire.   
 
A World Food Programme (WFP)-chartered vessel carrying 800 metric tons of humanitarian aid was able to 
dock today in Misrata, Libya’s third city with a population of 300,000 people. The ship contains medical 

supplies supplied by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and UNICEF that will 
cover urgent medical needs for 50,000 
people for a month. More than 600 metric 
tons of food -- enough to feed more than 
40,000 people for a month – is also aboard 
the ship and will be distributed in 
collaboration with the Libyan Red Crescent 
in the coming days. Other materials include 
toys and supplies for children that will 
enable them to play in relative safety 
indoors.  Reports have been indicating an 
urgent need for medical supplies and 
personnel, potable water, food and other 
supplies for the people in Misrata, Al-Brega, 
Az-Zantan and surrounding areas. Although 
some aid has been delivered in areas where 
fighting has been most serious, a wide-scale 
effort to deliver a significant amount of life 
saving assistance has not been possible 
before the WFP ship arrived. Efforts by the 
French Red Cross with the Maltese Red 
Cross delivered 102 tons of food, medicine 
and hygiene kits on 6 April. In total More aid 
is expected to be delivered to Misrata by 
boat in the coming days.  
 
The protection of civilians across Libya is a 

serious concern as the conflict continues. International advocacy organizations, the United Nations and 
humanitarian community have expressed concern over the presence of landmines, unexploded remnants of 
war and indiscriminant access to weapons depots in eastern Libya. Children are at particular risk given large 
numbers such weapons of war. Media reports indicate that an undetermined number of civilians have been 
caught up in the fighting, resulting in civilian casualties, including women and children. 
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The International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) report that over 460,359 people have left Libya, including about 217,000 to Tunisia and more than 
170,000 to Egypt. While IOM has assisted in the repatriation of over 87,900 people, there remain from 
14,500 to 14,900 people stranded at camps and transit points in Tunisia, Egypt, Algeria, and Niger. 3,000 
people, mainly Somalis and Eritreans, are stuck at the Tunisia-Libya and Egypt-Libya borders because they 
cannot return to their home countries. On 6 April 4,372 people, including 333 children and 246 women, (of 
which 27 pregnant) are ‘in transit’ awaiting repatriation from border transit points.   
 

I. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 

EMERGENCY SHELTER/MIGRATION/POPULATION MOVEMENTS  
Libya: The situation remains extremely precarious for migrant workers trapped in Libya and unable to leave 
due to sustained fighting. Yesterday a boat carrying 300 people fleeing Libya sank off the coast of the Italian 
island of Lampedusa, resulting in over 250 deaths including 38 women and 5 children. The boat carried 
migrant workers and asylum seekers originally from sub-Saharan Africa, Somalia and Bangladesh. This 
tragedy reflects the level of desperation that some third-country nationals maintain as the situation 
deteriorates in Libya. The latest figures indicate an increase in people, including families departing Libya into 
Tunisia and Egypt during the reporting period. IOM has been advised that 6,000 third-country nationals, 
including Egyptians and sub-Saharan Africans, need to be evacuated in Mistrata. Media reports indicate that 
hundreds of third-country nationals are stranded in Misrata and living in precarious conditions under tents 
and tarpaulins. 

Numbers on internal displacement inside Libya 
cannot be confirmed. Information available 
suggests that populations who are displaced to 
the interior of the country appear to remain there, 
while multiple displacements are seen among the 
population along the coastline. Internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) tend to move in with 
host families or stay in mosques and schools 
rather than camps.  
  
Tunisia: The number of workers and their families 
who have fled to neighbouring countries is 
increasing. To date, over 228,230 people have 
crossed the Libya border into Tunisia, with around 
5,130 people crossing on 6 April alone. The 

number of people who remain stranded at camps ranges between 8,800 and 9,300, the majority of whom are 
Chadian and Sudanese nationals. UNICEF, in the capacity of the lead agency for child protection activities, 
estimates that 1,280 families are stranded, including 777 children, an increase from 120 children ten days 
ago. Restructuring of the camps to create space and facilities specifically for families is ongoing. The 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent (IFRC) is expected to open a camp to 
accommodate initially approximately 500 individuals and is planned to be expanded to accommodate up to 
3,000 people in the coming weeks.  
 
Egypt:  
A partial solution has been reached on the need for shelter for migrants stranded at the Saloum transit point.  
Although there will now be sufficient shelter for several thousand people, space for an additional 510 people 
is needed. UNHCR continues to distribute blankets and tarps to respond to shelter needs. The majority of 
those stranded are Chadian and Nigerien nationals, of which few are expected to seek asylum. From 8 – 13 
April, IOM has plans to evacuate 4,886 people back to Niger and Chad. UNICEF reports that there are 450 
children in the Saloum border crossing in Egypt, an increase from 80 children only two weeks ago.  

Other countries: In the past ten days IOM reports that 2,000 migrants have reached the Italian island of 
Lampedusa after having fled Libya.  

Gaps & Constraints:  
A number of impediments continue to make getting humanitarian aid into Libya a challenge. Although some 
aid is being delivered by road in the east of Libya and some boats have managed to deliver supplies, air 
freight must pass first through one of Libya’s neighboring countries – particularly Tunisia and Egypt. Approval 
of a fast-track customs process for aid destined to Libya would further support the humanitarian response.   
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 FOOD SECURITY 
Inside Libya, food security remains an issue. The NGO Libyan Appeal Team, which works in eastern Libya, 
has expressed concern over food security in that part of the country. Food assistance inside Libya continues. 
WFP delivered 50 boxes of biscuits to the Libyan Red Crescent to be distributed to vulnerable people. WFP 
has pre-positioned or mobilized 17,497 metric tons of food for regional food distribution. 
 
Provision of food to people stranded at Libyan borders with Tunisia and Egypt remains crucial, though 
humanitarian partners report that needs continue to be met. On the Egyptian side, WFP is providing up to 
3,000 cooked meals to third-country nationals stranded at the Saloum border on a daily basis. To date, WFP 
has provided 32,964 cooked meals and 1,496 cartons of fortified date bars at the Saloum border, benefitting 
45,896 people. ICRC expressed its readiness in providing food at the Saloum airport for the beneficiaries 
through vouchers to be distributed when they are in busses and to be replaced by food at the airport. 
  
Also, WFP continues to feed people stranded in camps and transit points in Tunisia. Over 211,900 hot meals 
were provided in March at Choucha Camp and the airport, and another 125,433 meals have been provided 
since the beginning of April. 
 
Gaps & Constraints:  
Improvement in analysis and reporting of the number of people at the transit point in the Saloum border is 
crucial to ensure accurate planning figures for food distributions.   
 

HEALTH 
Emergency medical equipment is urgently needed in Misrata and in a number of other cities where fighting 
has been severe in the past weeks.  WHO has included 13.4 metric tons of emergency health kits in the 
shipment aboard the WFP-chartered boat that landed in Misrata on 7 April. UNICEF provided obstetric, 
surgery and midwifery kits as well as 28 metric tons of early childhood development kits to be distributed in 
the coming days. These supplies will cover urgent medical needs for 50,000 people for a month. Two doctors 
aboard the ship from the Arab Medical Union were also deployed to Misrata yesterday. In the past week, 
Médecins sans Frontières (MSF) delivered six tons of medical supplies to the Libyan Health Committee. 
MSF has to date also delivered surgical kits for 300 patients at medical facilities in Misrata this month. Libyan 
Appeal Team report critical shortages of anesthesia medicines, antibiotics and orthopedics in Misrata.  

WHO is working with IMC to deliver needed vaccine supplies at the polyclinic in Albethnan catering to IDPs.  
The Arab League has sent a convoy with health personnel and medical equipment to Benghazi with support 
from several regional organizations such as Humanitarian Relief Foundation, Egyptian Red Crescent, 
Doctors Syndicate, and the Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC). The supplies will be delivered 
partly to the Libyan Red Crescent and partly to hospitals in Benghazi.  
 
Through partners engaged in Libya, UNICEF has distributed emergency health kits which contain medical 
supplies and equipment to cover the needs of 60,000 people. Human Relief Foundation and the Arab 
Medical Union are preparing a convoy of medical equipment to be dispatched to Libya today.   
More than 183,772 people crossed the border from Libya into Egypt as of 6 April, including a total of 298 
injured persons. The demographics of people at the border have changed since the beginning of the crisis. 
At the onset, the population consisted mainly of young men ages 20-35 in good health. There are 10 
reported mentally disabled children and six cases of people ages 16-25 suffering from post-traumatic stress 
disorder. 

There are concerns that shelter and sanitation at the Egypt-Libya border remain inadequate and there is a 
shortage of water and latrines. As the temperature increases, health partners express concerns of a rising 
number of eye infections and diarrhoeal diseases over the coming weeks. As a result, there has been an 
increased capacity for incoming for patients in Saloum General Hospital. 

Approximately 910 medical consultations were made at the Libya-Egypt border clinics on 6 April, bringing the 
total number of consultations since 22 February to 17,715.  There have been six suspected cases of 
Tuberculosis (TB) referred to the Chest Hospital in Marsa Matrouh. 3 cases were confirmed, as well as one 
patient diagnosed with TB and HIV AIDS. 

WHO is working with the Egyptian Ministry of Health to position an obstetrician, orthopedic specialist and 
chest specialist at the Egypt-Libya border. An assessment on public health is beginning tomorrow conducted 
by WHO in collaboration with local authorities. The WHO focal point in eastern Libya and the Medical 
Committee of the Libyan National Transitional Council are convening coordination meetings for all health 
partners in Benghazi every Monday on a weekly basis.  
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Gaps & Constraints:   
In Libya there is an urgent need for emergency medical supplies and personnel, such as specialized nurses, 
in particular in western towns of Misrata, Brega and other areas that have seen sustained fighting. Access to 
medical facilities is severely hampered by the insecure security situation. In eastern Libya medical needs 
include chronic medicines, supplies and personnel.  
 
PROTECTION 
UNICEF continues to support child protection activities in camps and transit points in Egypt and Tunisia. The 
numbers of children have more than doubled in the past two weeks, likely due to the sustained fighting in 
western Libya.  
 
According to the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the Egyptian, Tunisian and Chadian 
borders and are littered with mines and UXO from wars in the 1970s and 1980s. Human Rights Watch 
(HRW) has confirmed the presence of a minefield around a weapons depot in Ajdabiya and speculates on 
the presence of similar presence around other arms depots. Earlier this week the United Nations Mine Action 
Service (UNMAS) issued a warning regarding the presence of newly laid landmines and (UXO) in eastern 
Libya. UNMAS reported that people are removing mines and UXO without any specialized equipment and in 
some cases taking remnants of fighting home as souvenirs.  
 
Gaps & Constraints:   
Landmines, access to heavy weapons and arms at abandoned depots, UXO and pose a serious threat to 
civilian populations. There is an urgent need for community sensitization campaigns to warn populations not 
to interact with abandoned munitions and be aware of landmines. Children are especially vulnerable.  
HRW have called on local leaders to take action to protect civilians by securing arms depots (previously 
property of the Qaddafi regime’s military), reporting the presence of UXO and mines, and securing and 
removing such weapons. UNMAS has developed a programme for intervention in collaboration with partner 
organizations, although funding remains insufficient.  
 
Security concerns of humanitarian personnel intervening in Libya remains a serious concern. Some aid 
organizations currently operating in the west of Libya are reluctant to report the details of their activities and 
whereabouts due to protect staff and operations. 
 
WATER AND SANITATION (WASH) 
Humanitarian agencies continue to provide water and sanitation services for people stranded at the Libyan 
borders with Tunisia and Egypt. The current water, sanitation and hygiene needs are largely being met. The 
main shortfall in the current WASH response is related to use, operation and maintenance of WASH 
facilities.  
 
At the Tunisian border, UNICEF, together with the local authorities, continue to run and maintain facilities 
and services as well as providing water. The number of toilets and hand washing points exceeding the 
number needed for the current caseload at Choucha Camp. There is still a need, however, for more shower 
blocks. Sufficient quantities of water are being provided at the camp. A total of 325 cubic metres of water is 
supplied every day, quantities that exceed the daily amounts (160 cubic meters) required for the current 
population. There are also a total of 92 water taps, which is a sufficient quantity to provide water for up to 
20,000 people.  
  
At the Egyptian border, while water and sanitation needs are being met, the upcoming hot season will add 
challenges to sanitation and solid waste management. Adequate planning and preparation in this regard is 
ongoing. The quantities of water, provided by UNICEF, is now back to 100,000 litres per day, up from 80,000 
litres a few days ago. All 80 toilets remain fully functional, with two portable toilet caravans dedicated to 
women and children. Additional latrines will be required if the number of people stranded at the border 
remain static during the reporting period. Also, UNHCR and IOM have requested UNICEF to assess the 
needs to set up mobile latrines at the Marsa Matruh Airport. UNICEF has contracted local workers for waste 
management.   
 
In Misrata WFP delivered 100 metric tons of bottled water. 

Gaps & Constraints: 
Should a drastic inflow of additional people arrive in the camps and transit points, humanitarian partners will 
need to step up provision of WASH services in such areas. There is also a need to step up preparations for 
the hot weather, including increasing water supply and constructing more facilities, particularly at the 
Egyptian border.  
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LOGISTICS 
WFP continues to offer transport services to the humanitarian community from Alexandria/Cairo to 
Benghazi/Tobruq on a cost recovery basis as well as storage services in Benghazi which are currently free of 
charge. WFP has circulated to humanitarian organizations updated lists of transporters in Libya and a 
suppliers list for Egypt and Tunisia. These resources are available at 
 http://www.logcluster.org/ops/northafrica. 
 
Gaps & Constraints 
Nothing significant to report.  
 

II. Coordination 
The Humanitarian Coordinator has requested the activation of the following seven clusters in response to the 
crisis in Libya: Food Security, Health, Logistics, Protection, Shelter/NFI, Telecoms, WASH.  
 
Mr Panos Moumtzis has been selected as United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator (HC) for Libya to 
succeed Mr Rashid Khalikov, the current HC.  
 
Deconfliction, a system that enables NGOs to notify NATO about the locations and movements of both 
humanitarian personnel and their facilities in Libya to reduce the risk of being accidentally targeted by the 
military is being coordinated through OCHA. NGOs are encouraged to contact OCHA Cairo for further 
information on deconfliction: sahakian@un.org.  
 
The meeting schedule in Cairo includes the following:  
Meeting Time Venue Contact Person 
Humanitarian Country 
Team  

Mondays, 15:00 Rotating Mike McDonagh 
Head of Office OCHA Libya 
+ 20 (0)15 11441923 
mcdonaghm@un.org 
Marina Throne-Holst (alternate) 
OCHA Libya 
+ 20 (0)15 1760 1647 
throne-holst@un.org 

Food Security Tuesdays, 11:00 WFP Office, Maadi Asif Niazi (Primary focal point) 
Food Security – WFP 
asif.niazi@wfp.org 
+20 (0)12 234 8773 
Anne-Claire Mouillez (alternate) 
Food Security WFP 
+20 (0)15 1760 1397 
anne-claire.mouilliez@wfp.org 

Logistics Wednesdays, 18:00 Sofitel Maadi Matthew Dee 
Logistics WFP 
+20 (0)15 1760 1347 
matthew.dee@wfp.org 

Health Thursdays, 13:00 WHO, Nasr City Osama Ali Maher 
Emergency Preparedness and 

Humanitarian Action 
WHO/EMRO 
+ 20 (0)2 227 65285 
mahero@emro.who.int 

OCHA/NGO 
 

Thursdays, 9:00 OCHA Regional Office,  
Maadi 

TBD 
 

NGO Coordination 
 

Sundays, 10:00 
 

Rotating Imogen Parsons 
Libya Response Team Leader 
Save the Children  
+20 (0)10 997 3023 
i.parsons@savethechildren.org.uk 
Jamie Balfour Paul 
Oxfam 
+20 (0)12 068 2193 
Jbalfour-paul@oxfam.org.uk 
 

 
In Saloum, inter-agency coordination meetings are convened on Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday at 11:30.   
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Other meetings are as follows:  
Protection: Saturday and Tuesday at 01:30 (13h30)  
WASH: Wednesday at 11:30 (11h30)  
Health: Thursday at 02:00 (14h00) 
 
Health sector partners meet weekly on Mondays in Benghazi.  
 
For more information on the humanitarian response to the Libyan crisis, please visit:   
http://libya.humanitarianresponse.info/ 
 

III. Funding 
According to the Financial Tracking Services, the US$ 310 million Flash Appeal for the Libyan Crisis is 
currently funded at 39 per cent with US$ 120 million committed and 1.4 million in pledges.  
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's 
Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: 
fts@un.org.  
  

IV. Contact 
 

 
 
 
 
 

OCHA Libya 
Cairo, Egypt  
 
Head of OCHA Libya (a.i.), Mike McDonagh 
Email:  mcdonaghm@un.org  
Tel: +20 (0)1511441923 
 
Public Information Officer, Juliette Touma 
Email: toumaj@un.org  Tel: + 20(0) 1511445657 
 
Reports Team:  
Mai Yassin 
Email: Yassinm@un.org   Tel: +20(0)1511442369 
Jessica DuPlessis 
Email: duplessisj@un.org, Tel: +20(0)1511445885 
 
New York:  
Stephanie Bunker 
Spokesperson and Public Information Officer 
Tel: +1 917 367 5126 
E-mail: bunker@un.org  
 
Geneva: 
Elisabeth Byrs 
Spokesperson and Public Information Officer 
OCHA Geneva 
Tel: +41 22 917 2653 
byrs@un.org 


