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Highlights: 
• Flash flooding affects displaced Abyei population in Agok and hampers relief effort. 
• Humanitarian response underway in Jonglei State to persons affected by recent clashes, despite 

continued tensions.  
• People continue to arrive from conflict in South Kordofan in Sudan to Unity State. 
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I. Situation Overview  
 
Mounting tension along the border with Sudan was of particular focus to humanitarian actors in South Sudan 
during the week. Small numbers of people fled to Upper Nile State following the outbreak of conflict in Blue 
Nile in Sudan. Ongoing fighting in Southern Kordofan caused continued movements of people into Unity 
State. Partners were concerned of the possible humanitarian impact of the movement of some 550 armed 
rebel militia troops previously aligned with renegade General Peter Gatdet, who are crossing Unity State for 
integration into the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA). Flash floods in Agok were also of focus, with 
local authorities reporting many thousands of households affected by the rains, a significant number of 
whom are displaced from the Abyei crisis. Humanitarian partners also responded during the week to those 
affected by inter-communal fighting in Jonglei and returnees arriving and transiting within South Sudan.  
 
II. Humanitarian challenges: needs and response   
 
Flash flooding affects displaced persons in Agok 
Heavy rains from 2-3 September caused heavy 
flooding in Agok and the surrounding areas, affecting 
many thousands of households, according to the 
Abyei Area Administration. The area south of Banton 
Bridge is reportedly flooded all the way down to Agok, 
and the Mayon Abun-Agok and Agok-Abyei roads are 
reported to be impassable because of rains, 
restricting access to the persons displaced by the 
Abyei crisis in Agok. There is also a reported critical 
shortage of food and NFIs to respond to those 
affected by the flooding, according to partners on the 
ground. As much of the area is inaccessible due to 
the rains, it is difficult to get a clear picture of the 
extent of the damage caused by the rains. UNMISS 
has been requested to conduct an aerial survey of the 
area during its routine flights in the area. Several 
rapid humanitarian assessments were conducted 
between 5 and 6 September. The response has 
begun by the partners on the ground, with teams 
starting registration of those affected by the flooding. 
An initial 600 emergency shelter kits have been 
distributed to vulnerable persons. Partners are also 
assessing stocks in Agok to determine gaps in the 
response.  

 
 
 

 
 

Map: Humanitarian supplies and capacity to respond to 
Agok floods. 
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Numerous challenges restrict Abyei population from returning home 
While humanitarian actors continue to provide relief to the 110,000 persons displaced by the Abyei crisis in 
South Sudan, a number of challenges exist which prevent the emergency effort from scaling down and 
enabling the displaced to return home. An inter-agency mission visited parts of Agok and Twic County in 
Warrap on 31 August, and held discussions on the situation with the displaced population and the Abyei 
Area Administration. Both groups emphasised that a number of conditions need to be in place before the 
population can return to Abyei - UN troops must be deployed and fully functional, the Sudan Armed Forces 
must have fully withdrawn, the Banton Bridge connecting Abyei with Agok must be repaired, and landmines 
and other remnants of war must be cleared. While it was announced on 8 September that high level 
discussions in Addis Ababa resulted in an agreement by Sudan and South Sudan to withdraw their troops by 
the end of September, the remaining conditions for return are not expected to be met until after the rainy 
season at the earliest. The humanitarian community will most likely have to support this population for the 
next 3-4 months - during the rains and at the height of the hunger gap. 
 
Humanitarian assistance underway in Jonglei despite insecurity  
The humanitarian response continued to those affected by inter-communal fighting in Uror County in Jonglei 
State on 18 August, despite a tense and unpredictable security situation. Unconfirmed reports continued to 
be received over the week of further attacks on the horizon and the continuous re-arming of both the Lou 
Nuer and Murle communities. Despite the insecurity, registration and verification of persons displaced in 
Pulchuol, Karaam and Motot payams in Uror was completed by 29 August, with 14,375 persons identified as 
displaced. Food rations for 15 days were supplied to the population on 2 September. However, a shortage of 
supplies on the ground led to a shortfall of cereals and pulses in the food rations. The distribution of non-
food items (NFIs) such as plastic sheeting and mosquito nets for the group is ongoing. In Yuai payam, 
registration of persons displaced was also completed, with over 1,200 persons identified as in need of 
support. NFIs were distributed to the group on 5 September and food is being mobilized for distribution in 
the coming week. Child protection partners are working to verify and register missing, separated and 
orphaned children with reports estimating that 283 children are missing in Motot and Pulchuol payams 
alone.  Partners continue to conduct registration, and initiate family tracing and unification, targeting all 
affected areas. Health partners are replenishing two health clinics in Motot and Pulchuol which were 
destroyed during the fighting. Five dismantled boreholes have now been repaired in Motot and Pieri, with 
access to safe drinking water in the affected areas restored, according to teams on the ground.  
 
Challenges continued to hamper the relief effort, however, including restricted access due to rains, poor 
infrastructure, continued insecurity and limited humanitarian capacity on the ground. Because of the 
restricted access humanitarian aid has to be delivered by air, considerably slowing down relief efforts. As a 
result of the insecurity, relocatable staff from one NGO temporary evacuated from Waat on 2 September. On 
6 September, Pibor saw the evacuation of five humanitarian workers and seven UNPOL (UNMISS) staff.  
 
People continue to arrive from South Kordofan to Unity State 
The number of persons displaced from the conflict in Southern Kordofan to Unity State rose over the week, 
with more than 1,100 persons arriving over a two-day period. The average of daily arrivals number 
approximately 100 persons. It is expected that at current rates more than 10,000 persons from the Nuba 
Mountains will have arrived by mid-September. Recent arrivals have included more people with special 
needs and victims of violence with war related injuries. Conditions at the entry point for most new arrivals 
are poor, due to the lack of substantial access to the location which is very remote. The arrival point of the 
displaced is only a few kilometres from the border with Sudan, making it insecure due to the potential for 
cross-border violence. Food air drops and access by quad bike have been providing what support is 
possible under the challenging circumstances. A field visit took place during the week of community leaders 
of the displaced population, to the proposed refugee settlement site at Nyeel, which is located at a safe 
distance from the border. The outcome of the meeting is expected in the coming days. 
 
Small influx of displaced persons to Upper Nile State from Blue Nile conflict 
As a consequence of the outbreak of conflict in Ed Damazine and Kurmuk in Blue Nile State in Sudan last 
week, humanitarian partners have been scaling up capacity in Maban County in Upper Nile, in anticipation of 
a possible influx of displaced persons. IOM has reported the arrival of 438 individuals from Blue Nile since 
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the conflict broke out. However, there is no indication that a large population influx is expected, as the 
displaced are moving across the border into Ethiopia and northwards into Sennar State in Sudan.  
 
III. Returns to South Sudan 
 
Returnees continued to move by barge  
Returns of South Sudanese from Sudan continued during the week, with 777 persons reported to have 
arrived between 31 August and 6 September, according to IOM estimates. Most organized movements of 
returnees during the week were by barges supported by IOM, helping those in transit to final destinations. 
Between 29 and 31 August, IOM-supported barges carrying approximately 1,500 returnees arrived in Juba 
and onward transport began for those wishing to proceed to neighbouring states. Another IOM barge 
carrying 582 returnees destined for Juba was delayed in Renk in Upper Nile due to recent insecurity in Kaka 
of Manyo County. The barge departed on 28 August and is currently in Bor in Jonglei State. It is expected to 
arrive in Juba between 10 and 12 September. A separate IOM-supported barge carrying some 870 
returnees departed Renk for Malakal on 29 August and arrived on 3 September. The total number of 
returnees who have arrived into South Sudan since the end of October 2010 now stands at 338,557. 
 
New arrivals in Renk receive support 
IOM estimates that there are close to 26,500 returnees in the three transit sites in Renk - 15,877* in Mina, 
10,000 in Abayok and 610 in Agany. Of an estimated 2,200 returnees who arrived in Renk on 26 August 
from Khartoum, IOM has issued the majority of the group with food tokens, plastic sheets and blankets. 
UNHCR is working to identify persons within the group with specific needs so that they can be provided with 
additional support.  
 
A UNHCR protection report identified the divergent interests of returnees at the three transit sites in Renk, 
highlighting the challenges faced by humanitarian partners in responding to conflicting needs. The report 
indicated that 99 per cent of returnees at the Mina transit site stated their intention to move away from Renk 
to their final destinations. Conversely, 98 per cent of returnees currently residing at the Agany site 
expressed an interest to settle in Renk. Finally, returnees residing at the Abayok site were mixed in their 
intentions - 50 per cent reported that they wished to settle in Renk, while the other 50 per cent reported a 
wish to proceed to final destinations elsewhere.  
 
Government and humanitarian partners collaborate to improve returns process 
Efforts to strengthen collaboration on returns between the humanitarian community and the government are 
ongoing. A meeting took place on 6 September between humanitarian actors and senior Central Equatoria 
State government officials on returnee issues. During discussions on strengthening the returns process, the 
need to move some 12,000 returnees in Kosti way station in Sudan to South Sudan was discussed, because 
of reported crowded and unsanitary conditions. The majority of the group in Kosti is bound for Central 
Equatoria State. Funding has been secured to move the returnees who remain in Kosti, which was projected 
to be completed by December. Discussions between the two parties also focused on addressing three key 
issues to improve the efficiency of the returns process: reducing the amount of luggage that returnees are 
carrying, coordinating transport with partners in Sudan so that returnees do not become stranded in Renk, 
and jointly procuring and operating barges for this transport. 
 
 
 
 

 
* Many of the returnees at the Mina transit site are reported to have either integrated into the local community, moved out of 
Renk independently or have returned to Khartoum. 


