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Colombia • Floods 2010-2011  
Situation Report No. 24 
06/04/2011 

 

 
This report is a product of the UN Humanitarian Situation Room. It covers the period from 31/03/2011 to 
06/04/2011. The next report will be issued around 13/04/2010. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• According to UNDP, weaknesses in the delivery of humanitarian aid have been detected, especially 

regarding information flow, coordination of regional disaster prevention and attention committees 
(CREPADs) and in processing the national victim register (Registro Único de Damnificados). 

• The Food Security and Nutrition Cluster reports that a large part of communities has had access to 
some sort of aid, but gaps persist in attending to the most distant communities and/or communities 
with restricted road access. 

• Meteorological authorities announce of increasing rains for the next days, including the possibility of 
more electric storms than usual. 

• The new director of the GoC’s Risk Management Division, Carlos Iván Márquez Pérez, requested 
that the local and regional disaster prevention and attention committees (CLOPADs and CREPADs) 
activate their emergency and contingency plans due to the start of the first rainy season of this year. 

 

II. Situation Overview  
 
In March 18,645 persons were affected by the rains, according to 
official figures. During the first three days of April, 1,760 persons 
have been registered as affected. Since the beginning of the rainy 
season in April 2010, the rains have affected 2,791,536 persons. 
See Annexes 1-3 for more detailed information on official 
affectation numbers.i 
 
Meteorological authorities (IDEAM) announced on 5 April of an 
increase in rains for the next days, including the possibility of 
more electric storms than usual. The alert is especially directed to 
the Pacific and Andean regions, the southern parts of the 
departments of Bolívar, Cesar, Córdoba, Sucre and the foothills of 
the Sierra Nevada mountain in Santa Marta (Magdalena). 
According to IDEAM, high levels have been registered in the 
Magdalena river, especially by Cimitirra (Santander) and the 
sector between Gamarra (Cesar) and Calamar (Bolívar).ii The 
alert for landslides is maintained in departments of Nariño, Cauca, 
Antioquia and Santander.iii 
 
In Antioquia, windstorms have unroofed 260 homes.iv In Cúcuta (Norte de Santander) 17 families had to be 
evacuated due to a landslide. Other 25 families are still under a high risk for landslides.v In Villa Rica 
(Cauca), the roofs of 7 educational institutions and of 840 homes were affected by a windstorm on 30 March. 
The same day floods affected 22 homes in Jamundí (Valle del Cauca).vi 
 
IDEAM recommended the immediate activation of contingency and evacuation plans, and to maintain 
monitoring rivers and hillside residential zones, mainly in Bogotá, Soacha, Manizales and Cúcuta.vii The new 
director of the Risk Management Division (DGR), Carlos Iván Márquez Pérez, requested that the local and 
regional disaster prevention and attention committees (CLOPADs and CREPADs) activate their emergency 
and contingency plans due to the start of the first rainy season of this year.  According to DGR, special 
attention is needed in the south-eastern part of the country (Nariño, Cauca, Valle del Cauca and Chocó). It is 
also important to maintain alert in the Coffee and Andean regions and the Amazon.viii The President of the 
Republic asked for a maximum level of coordination between all entities working within prevention and 
attention of flood-related disasters.ix 
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The Constitutional Court declared the Decree number 020 of 2011 as unconstitutional. Through this decree, 
the GoC had declared a state of economic, social and ecological emergency in the country, for the second 
time. According to the GoC the decision will affect the plans for humanitarian attention, risk mitigation and 
reconstruction of affected regions.x The Board of Directors of the National Relief Fund meets on 4 April to 
analyze the legal effects of the decision by the Constitutional Court. The Board of Directors of the National 
Relief Fund communicated on 31 of March to the mayors and governors to continue the delivery of 
humanitarian aid, despite the ruling of the Constitutional Court.xi 
 
The U.S. NGO Refugees International released a communiqué illustrating that the process of delivery of 
humanitarian aid has presented difficulties and delays. During their visit to a dozen of communities in 
Colombia they discovered basic needs of food, water, emergency shelter and sanitation and health services. 
The NGO reports that the situation is especially alarming in Atlántico, in regions affected by the rupture of the 
Canal del Dique dam, where “thousands of persons live without basic sanitation services or drinkable 
water”.xii 
 

III. Humanitarian needs and response  
 

 SHELTER AND NFI xiii  
 
Needs:  In Ayapel and Montería (Córdoba) critical cases of overpopulation in shelters and a lack of 
appropriate conditions in terms of attention to affected population have been reported of. Due to difficulties in 
information flow, there is not information on shelter needs in the departments of Córdoba, Chocó and 
Magdalena. 
 
Response:  The existing shelters in the department of Córdoba have been constructed as part of the 
advance contingency payments to the municipalities, with the help of regional entities such as the Colombian 
family welfare institution (ICBF) and the Secretariat of Health and with intervention by cooperation agencies. 
In the department of Magdalena the operator of humanitarian aid, Defensa Civil (Civil Defense), is currently 
executing delivery of the humanitarian aid by Colombia Humanitaria. 
 
Gaps & Contraints:  Difficulties in delivery of humanitarian aid have been presented in Chocó and Córdoba. 
In Chocó the construction of the four shelters which have been assigned resources, has not started yet, 
because the municipalities have not sent their budget proposals or a mapping of places where shelters are 
needed and because of a lack of a clear process regarding the construction of the shelters. 
 

 HEALTH xiv  
Needs:  The Health Cluster reports that they do not have new information on affectation. 
 
Respuesta:  PAHO/WHO keeps participating and assisting in the Situation Room of the Ministry of Social 
Protection. In the field PAHO/WHO continues working in cooperation with sanitary entities and implementing 
actions within the humanitarian response phase. 
 

  FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITIONxv 
Needs:  The mobile units of the ICBF realized revisions in shelters on the Caribbean coast. They found the 
following percentages of children in the risk for malnutrition: Sucre 11.2% (18 out of 161 children), Córdoba 
20% (11 out of 62), Atlántico 13% (7 out of 54). 
 
Response:  FAO conducted technical missions to Ayapel (Córdoba) together with CORPOICA and ICA with 
the aim of designing productive short-term interventions, which will give alternatives to the affected 
population during the ongoing floods in the region. The cluster and its members continue supporting the GoC 
through technical assistance, as well as executing their projects already mentioned in previous Sit Reps. 
 
Vacíos en la respuesta:  Reports by cluster member offices in Chocó and the Caribbean coast indicate that 
even though a large part of the communities have had access to some sort of humanitarian assistance, gaps 
still persist in attending to the most distant communities and/or communities with restricted road access. A 
need for psychosocial attention is reported of, since many of the affected persons live in hopelessness. Even 
though many of the flood victims have been included in the national victim register (Registro Único de 
Damnificados), field-based teams have detected difficulties for the most distant communities to register. The 
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food security evaluations made by WFP indicate that the process of economic recovery of affected 
communities will take between 6 to 12 months, since they have lost crops on a short and medium term and it 
was not possible to take advantage of the sowing season in December/January. Also the next sowing 
season (May/June) is in risk if the forthcoming rainy season is as heavy as predicted. 
 

IV. Coordina tion  
 
Carlos Iván Márquez Pérez was nominated as the new director of the GoC’s Risk Management Division, 
DGR, on 1 April. Before his denomination Márquez Pérez functioned as the General Director of the 
Colombian Red Cross.xvi 
 
UNDPxvii has reported on problems in information flow and coordination between actors involved in delivery 
of humanitarian aid in the departments of Chocó, Córdoba, La Guajira and Magdalena. Main gaps were 
discovered in the following areas: 
 

• Information flow. The information flow has been incomplete in Córdoba and La Guajira, causing 
difficulties in defining humanitarian needs. Also in the department of Magdalena information gaps 
were encountered, especially on housing, affected population discriminated by vulnerable groups, 
the private sector and economic activity. 

• Lack of coordination/leadership by CREPADs. A lack of leadership by CREPAD was reported of 
in Chocó and La Guajira. The role of the CREPADs is not clear, the information is not flowing and 
the development of response activities is not coordinated and lacks synergy, causing parallel 
response activities. 

• Problems with the process of the National Victim Re gister.  In the departments of Chocó and 
Córdoba problems with the registration process of the National Victim Register (Registro Único de 
Damnificados) have been noted, especially regarding insufficient registration forms and information 
flow, causing a need to revise the registers, and causing delays in the delivery of aid. 

 
There were fewer problems in Magdalena, where the aid delivery and the registration processes have 
functioned, but the lack of personnel in the CREPAD is causing some problems, affecting the attention to 
affected population in the department. 
 
The website of the Health Cluster has been activated. It can be found in the following link:  
https://sites.google.com/a/colombiassh.org/salud/. 
 

V. Funding  
 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform of cash and in-
kind contributions by sending an email to: ochacolombia@un.org 

 

  
Contacts by Cluster: 

• Health Cluster: https://sites.google.com/a/colombiassh.org/salud/  
• Temporary Shelter and NFI Cluster: https://sites.google.com/a/colombiassh.org/albergues/  or email 

albergue.col2010@gmail.com 
• Emergency Education Cluster: https://sites.google.com/a/colombiassh.org/educacion/ 
• Food Security and Nutrition Cluster: https://sites.google.com/site/clustersancolombia/ or email 

clustersancololombia@gmail.com 
• Information Management Working Group: https://sites.google.com/a/colombiassh.org/gtmi-

colombiassh/ 
• For other sectoral information, please contact: secretaria@colombiassh.org 

 

VI. Contacts  

OCHA Colombia  
Bogotá Office 
Carrera 10 No. 97A – 13 
Oficina 401 
57-1 6221100 Fax: 
6221232 
 

Sub office Medellín 
Carrera 43A No. 1 – 85 
Oficina 213 
57-4 3121010 
 

Sub office Cali 
Carrera 37A No. 6-36/28 
Oficina 201 
57-2 5574392 
 

Sub office Cúcuta 
Avenida 6e No.5-34 
Barrio Popular 
57-7 5755535 
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Links: 
• 4W (Who does What, Where and When): www.colombiassh.org/4w  

 
Acronyms:  
ACF: Action Against Hunger – Action Contre la Faim 
ASAYA: Foundation of Sociocultural Development and 
Environmental Administration 
ASPROCIG: Communitarian base organization 
CLOPAD: Local Committee for Disasters´ Prevention and 
Response 
Comfachocó: Family Compensation Fund in Chocó 
CORPOICA: Colombian Corporation of Agriculture Studies 
COSUDE: Swiss Agency for Development and International 
Cooperation 
CRC: Colombian Red Cross 
CREPAD: Regional Committee for Disasters´ Prevention and 
Response 
DANE: National Administrative Statistics Department 
DAPARD: Administrative Department of the Disaster Prevention, 
Attention and Recovery System 
DGR: Risk Management Division  
ECHO: European Commission Humanitarian Aid and Civil 
Protection 
ERF: Emergency Response Fund 
FAO: Food and Agriculture Organization 
FNC: National Calamity Fund 
FONADE: National Fund for Development Projects 
FUPAD: Pan American Development Foundation 

 
ICRD: International Committee of the Red Cross 
IDEAM: National Institute for Hydrology, Meteorology and 
Environmental Studies 
ICA: Colombian Institute of Agriculture 
ICBF: Colombian Institute of Family Wellbeing 
INS: National Health Institute 
INVÍAS: National Road Institute 
INVIMA: National Institute of Medicine and Food Vigilance 
MPS: Ministry of Social Protection 
MSF: Medicins Sans Frontiers – Doctors Without Borders 
OEI: Organization of Ibero-American States 
IOM: International Organization for Migration 
PAHO: Pan American Health Organization  
RET: Foundation for the Refugee Education Trust 
SENA: National Training Service 
SNPAD: The National System for Prevention and Attention of 
Disasters 
WFP: World Food Programme 
UNDAC: United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination 
UNDP: United Nations Development Programme 
UNFPA: United Nations Population Fund 
UNHCR: The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees 
USAID: United States Agency for International Development 

 
For more information see the previous Situation Reports on: www.colombiassh.org  
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Anexo 1 

 
 
Anexo 2 

 
 
 
Anexo 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
i Official numbers by SNPAD: http://www.sigpad.gov.co/sigpad/emergencias_detalle.aspx?idn=41 
ii IDEAM’s daily technical report: Informe técnico diario No. 094, el 4 de abril: 
http://www.pronosticosyalertas.gov.co/jsp/loader.jsf?lServicio=Publicaciones&lTipo=publicaciones&lFuncion=loadContenidoPublic
acion&id=750 
iii  News by DGR el 4 de abril 2011: http://www.sigpad.gov.co/sigpad/noticias_detalle.aspx?idn=1064 
iv Report from field by OCHA in Medellín (Antioquia), 4 April 2011. 
v Report from field by OCHA in Cúcuta (Norte de Santander), 4 April 2011 
vi Report from field by OCHA in Cali (Valle del Cauca), 4 April 2011. 
vii El Tiempo 30 March 2011: http://www.eltiempo.com/colombia/otraszonas/lluvias-en-abril_9092765-4 
viii  News by DGR on 3 April 2011: http://www.sigpad.gov.co/sigpad/noticias_detalle.aspx?idn=1063 

Affectation xviii 

Dead  Injured Missing people Affected persons 
Affected 
families 

Destroyed 
homes 

Damaged 
homes 

349 463 69 2,791,536 664,753 12,077 356,218 
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ix Communiqué by Colombia Humanitaria 31 March 2011: 
http://wsp.presidencia.gov.co/ColombiaHumanitaria/prensa/2011/Paginas/110330d.aspx 
x Communiqué by Colombia Humanitaria 30 March 2011: 
http://wsp.presidencia.gov.co/ColombiaHumanitaria/prensa/2011/Paginas/110330a.aspx 
xi Communiqué by Colombia Humanitaria 30 March 2011: 
http://wsp.presidencia.gov.co/ColombiaHumanitaria/prensa/2011/Paginas/110331b.aspx 
xii Press release by Refugees International: http://www.refugeesinternational.org/press-room/press-release/el-gobierno-de-colombia-
est%C3%A1-fallando-en-proveer-ayuda-esencial-las-v%C3%ADctima 
xiii The information is based on reports of UNDP’s project on supporting response activities (“Apoyo a las actividades de respuesta a 
la emergencia por las inundaciones en Colombia 2010”) in Chocó, Córdoba, La Guajira and Magdalena. 
xiv Source: Health Cluster’s report to the Humanitarian Situation Room, 6 April 2011 
xv Source: Food Security and Nutrition Cluster’s Informe report to the Humanitarian Situation Room, 5 April 2011 
xvi News by DGR on 1 Abril 2011: http://www.sigpad.gov.co/sigpad/noticias_detalle.aspx?idn=1062 
xvii Reports of UNDP’s project on supporting response activities (“Apoyo a las actividades de respuesta a la emergencia por las 
inundaciones en Colombia 2010”) in Chocó, Córdoba, La Guajira and Magdalena. 
xviii SNPAD (3 April) http://www.sigpad.gov.co/sigpad/emergencias_detalle.aspx?idn=41  


