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Introduction  
 
(Photo: International Medical Corps’ doctors extract a bullet from a patient’s arm at the  
Dafniya Field Hospital) 

After intensified fighting in 
Misurata along the frontlines 
on July 6-10 and heavy 
casualties received at the 
International Medical Corps 
Field Hospital, no shelling 
was reported from July 10-
12. There were, however, still 
reports of casualties from 
minefields on the outskirts of 
Zliten. Large scale NATO 
activity towards Zliten 
continued on July 12 and 
fighting between Gaddafi 
forces and rebels also 
continued outside of Zliten 
with International Medical 

Corps receiving over 212 injuries from the frontline from July 10-14.  

Fighting continues near the Wazin/Dehibat border, with Gaddafi forces ongoing in their attempt to re-
take control of the entry point to the Western Mountains. On July 13, there was shelling from Al 
Gazaya toward the border and five missiles as well as shells reportedly landing in Tunisia. There were 
as many as 100 Gaddafi force vehicles reportedly observed moving from Al Jumayal through Al 
Watyah to Om-El-Far, anticipated to be moving towards the border to support efforts to re-take the 
border. 

Shelling in Nalut on July 13 destroyed homes and killed one 10 year old boy from Om El Far. Heavy 
fighting and casualties are expected around Nalut in the coming days. 
 
With Bir al Ghanem now under rebel control and rebels pushing Gaddafi forces out of Al-Qaliash after 
heavy fighting, battles in the Western Mountains are expected to form two frontlines – one, pushing 
towards Tripoli, and the other pushing towards Gharyan.  
 
As of July 14, 2011: 
 
LIBYA/TUNISIA BORDER AREA 
 
International Medical Corps is continuing to provide medical care to those fleeing the crisis in Libya 
and is now operating a fourth health post in Tunisia.  A medical team has commenced operations at 
the Al-Hayat transit camp health post and operations also continue at the Ra’s Ajdir transit facility, 
Shousha Camp and Dehibat health posts. An outbreak of gastroenteritis has been noted by health 
post medical staff, with 22 cases from July 11 – 13, including 13 children under five. The Tunisian 
MOH is investigating the outbreak. 
 
International Medical Corps has commenced a Mental Health and Psychosocial Support (MHPSS) 
assessment of services available for urban Libyan refugees residing in Tataouine, Medenine, Ben 
Gardene, Zarzis and Gabes. The focus of the assessment will be on how to support the Tunisian 



 

 

health system to provide needed services, with International Medical Corps planning to implement a 
MHPSS program following the assessment. 
 
WESTERN LIBYA 
 
General medical needs in the Western Mountains now include medical equipment, narcotic 
medications as well as vaccines. Medical supplies and general pharmaceuticals in stock at health 
facilities are currently at sufficient levels. International Medical Corps is responding to identified 
needs, currently procuring narcotic medications for Jadu and Zintan and a one month supply of 
vaccines. Plans are also in place to provide urgently needed medical equipment, including ICU 
equipment for the Nalut hospital. The team is also pre-positioning supplies in anticipation of rebel 
forces progressing towards Gharyan. 
 
The Nalut Hospital received an injured family of four following the missile attack on July 14. One of the 
casualties who was a 10 year old boy died from his injuries soon after. The Jadu Hospital also 
received at least eight casualties referred from Zintan which could not take any more patient 
admissions. The hospitals at Jadu and Zintan have been particularly busy, receiving many casualties 
from the nearby frontlines. International Medical Corps continues to support hospitals in the Western 
Mountains with medical equipment, supplies, medications and specialized medical personnel. In 
addition, referral from the Jadu and Zintan hospitals through to Nalut (when possible) is being 
advocated by the teams, as Nalut has a larger capacity to provide treatment to casualties. 
 
International Medical Corps will commence operation of a frontline ambulance service on July 15. 
Necessary supplies, medications and equipment have been supplied and the ambulance will be 
staffed by a four person medical team. The ambulance will transfer injured patients from the frontlines 
to the closest referral hospital. The ambulance, which was donated by the Zintan hospital, will be 
returned at the end of the crisis. There is a need for additional ambulances to service the frontlines as 
well as assisting referrals between hospitals. 
 
At Kikla, the team recently conducted an assessment of the rebel-operated field clinic. Equipment is 
needed to stabilize patients, including monitors, ventilators and oxygen compressors. 
 
The International Medical Corps field hospital in Dafniya, outside of Misurata, received 92 patients 
from July 10-12 and has treated 619 patients since opening on June 18. There has been an increased 
demand for additional drugs and consumables at the field hospital as it continues to receive high 
numbers of casualties. To prevent any potential drug stock-outs and to ensure that life-saving medical 
care can continue to be provided, the team will send 165 boxes of medicines and consumables on the 
WFP vessel on July 15 to Misurata. International Medical Corps’ volunteer surgeons (orthopedic, 
trauma, maxillofacial and neurologist) also continue to provide support in Al-Hilal, Al-Hikma and the 
Dafniyah Field Hospitals.  
 
International Medical Corps will deploy a mental health/GBV team to Misurata on July 18 to assess 
GBV, mental health and psychosocial support needs.  
 
International Medical Corps is continuing the four-week Emergency Medic Training course in Misurata 
for 50 medical students, with clinical rotations for students continuing at International Medical Corps’ 
field hospital. The International Medical Corps team in Misurata is also actively participating in the 
Inter-agency Humanitarian coordination meetings to share information on program activities with other 
NGO partners. 
 
EASTERN LIBYA 
 
Mobile health teams (MHTs) continue to support the provision of primary health care in the Ajdabiya 
region. The MHTs visited Boshala and Zwitana on July 10-12 and conducted 95 consultations 



 

 

including 54 pediatric cases and 41 internal medicine cases. The capacity of these MHTs will be 
boosted in coming weeks with mental health specialists accompanying teams during clinic visits. 
 
30 JHAS nurses continue to provide additional nursing support and advanced trauma care training at 
the Benghazi Medical Center and Misurata. Additional needs have been identified, particularly at the 
Al–Hawari Hospital, the second largest in Benghazi, which has requested urgent support for 
personnel and supplies. One IEHK kit was donated on July 14 to the hospital after an urgent appeal 
was made due to increased casualties received by the hospital from the Brega frontlines.  
 
To assist with supplies for the MOH central warehouse, International Medical Corps’ team in Benghazi 
is working on a donation of drugs and consumables to be made early next week. 
 
Following a visit to Al Kufra (in south-eastern Libya), where International Medical Corps delivered two 
IEHKs, needs identified include generators, medical staff to support surgical operations locally, 
ambulance staff and training courses on first aid. In addition, a list of the required medications and the 
urgent medical staff will be provided the next couple of days. 
 
International Medical Corps is also planning to commence activities for the rehabilitative care for war-
wounded casualties in the Benghazi Medical Center Rehabilitation Unit in the next few weeks. 
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