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HIGHLIGHTS 

• A caravan for peace travels in the North 

• ACTED assessment mission in the Lobaye 
prefecture 

• New map and report on displacement 

Background and security 

A caravan for peace travels in the North  

The caravan for peace is being organized in the northern 
part of the country with the aim of restoring peace in the 
violence affected towns of Ndélé (Bamingui-Bangoran 
prefecture), Birao, Sekkikédé, Tiringulu (Vakaga 
prefecture), Sam-Ouandja and Bria (Haute-Kotto 
prefecture). The main objective of this caravan is to 
sensitize the population especially the Goula and Rounga 
ethnic groups, after the signing of the cease-fire 
agreement between the Convention des Patriotes pour la 
Justice et la Paix (CPJP) and Union des Forces 
Démocratiques pour le Rassemblement (UFDR) groups 
on 8 October. The caravan comprises members of the 
CPJP and UFDR rebel groups, Government and religious 
representatives, local authorities and leaders of both 
ethnic groups. The United Nations Integrated Peace 
Building Office in the CAR (BINUCA) is facilitating the 
logistics aspects of the mission particularly the use of its 
plane and a helicopter which will be based in Ndélé. The 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) Ndélé sub-office is also actively involved in the 
process. 

Humanitarian / Development activities 

Update on the cholera situation  

From 27 to 29 October, the United Nations Children's 
Fund (UNICEF) carried out an assessment mission on 
potential cholera cases in the Libengue-Zongo, region in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), along the 
Ubangi River facing the CAR. The mission found at least 
two suspected cases that had not been reported, partly 
due to miscomprehension of the operational definition 
and the management of cholera cases. The Congolese in 
the Equateur Province are exposed to cholera because 
they lack access to safe drinking water and adequate 
sanitation. This is similar to the situation in the villages 
along the Ubangi River in the CAR. To prevent the 
spread of the cholera outbreak, the mission recommends 
the intensification of prevention and sensitization 
activities which could eventually have an important short 
term impact. 

For more information, contact Patrick Laurent: 
plaurent@unicef.org. 

ACTED assessment mission in the Lobaye prefecture  

From 8 to 9 October, the Agency for Technical 
Cooperation and Development (ACTED) visited four 
villages (Zinga, Mongo1 and Mongo2, Ngbango and 
Sédaré) in the Mongoumba sub-prefecture (South West). 
The mission main objective was to assess the health 
situation of the targeted villages.  

During the mission, ACTED assessed the overall health 
situation in relation to the following aspects: water, 
sanitation and hygiene (WASH) practices and the 
population’s general knowledge of various issues. These 
include population awareness on: waterborne diseases, 
cholera transmission; sanitation facilities; the state of 
water resources and the availability of non-food items. 
The assessment conducted in the Mongoumba sub-
prefecture highlighted several negative factors which 
need to be addressed in the light of the current cholera 
situation in the CAR since 30 September. The following 
factors are favorable to the spread of the epidemic: 1) 
Communities have limited access to safe drinking water 
due to the lack of water points, which obliges them to use 
water from the Ubangi River for most of their needs. The 
population exposure to various bacteria is therefore very 
high. 2) The lack of knowledge on WASH issues and 
poor basic hygiene practices also favor the spread of the 
disease. 3) Frequent travels, either for family or business 
reasons is another risk factor for the spread of cholera. 
These issues are all highly favorable to the spread of 
cholera not only within communities, but also to other 
parts of the CAR, including Bangui. 

ACTED recommends that prompt action should be taken 
in collaboration with other partners and health and 
administrative authorities. Activities should be extended 
towards the Congolese border. Emergency response to 
prevent and to limit the spread of the cholera outbreak 
should be implemented through mid-term activities in 
order to improve WASH conditions. 

For more information, contact Nicolas Robe: 
nicolas.robe@acted.org 

Poliomyelitis outbreak in the CAR  

An overview of the Polio epidemic outbreak in the Ouham prefecture 
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After the eradication of the poliovirus in the CAR two 
years ago, the country has once more been affected by a 
new polio outbreak. On 22 September, two cases of the 
Wild Poliovirus Type 1 were registered in the Batangafo 
sub-prefecture (North West), along the border with 
southern Chad.  

Case 1, registered on 19 September: a 4 year old boy 
paralyzed in both legs from Mere village (about 56 km 
from Batangafo). Vaccination history: 0 dose of Oral Polio 
Vaccine (OPV) administered.  

Case 2, registered on 6 October: a 1 year old boy, 
paralyzed in both legs from Pala village (about 15 km 
from Mere). Vaccination history: 1 dose administered. 

The result of the viral genome analysis of the first case 
revealed that it is 99.2% linked to the poliovirus detected 
in the Moïssala district in July 2011. This indicates that 
the virus originated from Chad. To control this new polio 
outbreak, the CAR has identified six priority actions: 

• Boost the population’s immunity against the 
poliovirus by organizing at least four rounds of 
Supplementary Immunization Activities (SIAs) 
against polio by December 2011; 

• Strengthen the immunity of children by organizing 
two additional Polio SIAs in the first trimester of 
2012; 

• The early detection of any wild poliovirus cases in 
the country should be increased through an active 
surveillance process, particularly in areas with the 
highest risks; 

• Strengthen the Expanded Program on Immunization 
(EPI) routine, especially in areas with difficult access 
due to insecurity; 

• Strengthen lobbying with national authorities and 
rebel groups in post-conflict regions; 

• Strengthen local communication in areas at high risk 
of the wild poliovirus. 

For more information, contact Dr Casimir Manengu: 
manenguc@cf.afro.who.int. 

JRS constructs schools in the Haute-Kotto prefecture  

After a month of violent clashes between the UFDR and 
the CPJP, the cease fire agreement signed on 8 October 
has restored relative peace in the Haute-Kotto prefecture 
(North East). This new development has enabled the 
International NGO Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) to 
complete the construction of six schools in preparation for 
the new academic year in the region. 

The six schools with 18 classrooms can accommodate 
over 800 children, taught by 36 teachers. The schools 
were built over a six month period, with the active 
participation of parents. Since October 2008, JRS has 

built a total of nine schools in the prefecture. If the 
ceasefire agreement continues to be respected by the 
two rebel groups, the new schools will resume in mid-
November. 

JRS has been working in the Haute-Kotto prefecture 
since 2008. In collaboration with the Government, 
UNICEF and with funding from the Spanish NGO 
Entreculturas and Inditex, JRS facilitates access to 
education and supports about 68 schools. 

In the Bria, Ouadda and Yalinga communities, JRS also 
ensures the distribution of educational material, teacher 
training and the promotion of girls' education. 

For more information, contact Tatiana Zarambaud: 
commadvocacy.jrscar@gmail.com. 

Coordination 

New map and report on displacement 
 

 
 

OCHA with the support of the Humanitarian and 
Development Partnership Team (HDPT) has written a 
report on the estimations of internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) and returnees in the CAR.  The report includes: 
the displacement figures and map; the methodology used 
for data collection; the challenges in tracking 
displacement in the CAR; an overview of the context and 
causes of displacement for each region and 
recommendations for the humanitarian community.  
Download the report and map on the HDPT website 
(http://hdptcar.net). 

For more information, contact Lauren Paletta: 
paletta@un.org. 
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