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Increase in localized food insecurity as migrants return 
 
 

• The level and extent of vulnerability to food insecurity is 
rising because of the return of migrants who are 
increasing the number of persons in households already 
suffering from food insecurity. 
 

• Trends in the prevalence of global acute malnutrition in 
March 2011 are up compared to February 2011 due to 
the gradual depletion of food reserves and low 
diversification of food.  
 

• The prevalence of seasonal diseases such as malaria in 
March 2011 exceeds the seasonal average. 
 

 
Updated food security outlook through June 
2011 
 
In general, the food security situation is marked by a drop in 
the levels of on-farm inventories in crop-producing areas, 
which are still able to meet food needs in these areas. This 
explains the small numbers of households purchasing food 
on local markets, where most buying is currently limited to 
institutions and flood-stricken food-short households. The 
drying up of certain water sources and rising temperatures 
are beginning to limit the role of off-season crops as a 
source of income generation and dietary diversification. 
 
In general, markets are receiving regular supplies of grain, 
though prices are high in the face of a growing demand 
triggered by return migration and institutional 
procurements for the rebuilding of the national food 
security reserve. Surface water sources in pastoral areas are drying up, forcing pastoralists to resort to the use of costly 
underground water sources to water their animals. With the sharp decline in pasture availability in agropastoral and 
farming areas, animal herds in these areas are being sustained by purchases of straw and other types of animal feed, whose 
prices are also up from March of this year. There is extremely brisk trading on livestock markets in spite of the decline in 
exports with the fighting in Côte d’Ivoire, which is an important foreign market for Niger’s livestock trade. The improvement 
in prices and terms of trade for livestock-grain is attributable to a growing local demand and export demand from countries 
like Nigeria, which has increased its livestock imports from Niger with the government bans on livestock exports by Chad. 
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Figure 1. Estimated food security outcomes, April 2011 

 
For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity Severity Scale, 
please see: www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale 

Source: FEWS NET 
Figure 2. Most likely food security scenario for May and 
June 2011  
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However, the percentage of households unable to meet their food needs on their own is growing in the face of shocks 
triggered by the ongoing sociopolitical crises in Libya, Côte d’Ivoire, and Nigeria, the main foreign destinations for migrants 
from Niger. In fact, while the findings by the national survey of vulnerability to food insecurity showed only 17 out of every 
100 people vulnerable to food insecurity as of January of this year, the scale and extent of household vulnerability to food 
insecurity has significantly increased since February/March with the sociopolitical crises in Libya and Côte d’Ivoire and the 
more recent post-election crisis in Nigeria, triggering mass return migration by migrants from Niger. This massive influx of 
returning migrants translates into a loss of financial income, as well as a growing food demand from structurally food-
insecure households. 
 
According to official figures released by OCHA on April 13th of this year, these population movements have brought more 
than 50,000 migrants back to Niger. All parts of the country have reported some return migration, but the numbers of 
returnees in the Tahoua region, in Loga et Tanout departments, are especially high, with serious repercussions, not only for 
these areas, but also for the Agadez region, which is an important receiving and transit area for migrants fleeing the 
violence in Libya. The influx of migrants into all these areas means a loss of money for the local economy and the need for 
over 12,000 metric tons worth of additional food supplies, in a food security context marked by unstable household food 
security conditions in most of these areas as a result of grain deficits and high prices. 
 
This deterioration in price conditions, combined with sharp cuts in migration income, is exposing poor and food-short 
households (also highly dependent on migration income) to poorer food access for the rest of this year. Efforts by the 
government and its partners to ease growing food insecurity problems are still very limited and highly localized, and local 
income-earning opportunities are drying up with the slowdown in off-season farming activities.  
 
As far as nutritional conditions are concerned, the absolute numbers of admissions of children suffering from acute 
malnutrition to therapeutic feeding centers has been sharply influenced by the rapid growth in the number of organizations 
active in this area since February/March of last year in anticipation of and in response to the 2010 crisis. However, 
admissions figures are up by 16 percent from February of this year. Within the Maradi, Tahoua, and Zinder regions, the 
departments reporting rises of 30 percent and more in admissions figures between February and March are Aguié, Dakoro, 
Madarounfa, and Tessaoua (in Maradi), Bouza (in Tahoua), and Magaria, Mirriah, and Tanout (in Zinder). This is attributable 
to a higher than usual prevalence of seasonal illnesses in general and malaria in particular, and an earlier than usual 
deterioration in the household food security situation in certain areas in the month of March.  
  
 
Pastoral areas of Tahoua, Maradi, and Zinder 
 
In general, there is good pasture availability, but the normal drying up of seasonal lakes and ponds in pastoral areas, which 
is already well advanced, has increased livestock maintenance costs since last month. With the systematic reliance on 
underground water resources since March, which is normal at this time of year, the animal herds of better-off households 
are dominating pastoral areas, taking advantage of water supplies shipped in by tank trucks to graze on available pasture 
(which is still plentiful in many parts of these areas). They are also benefiting from the reduction in stocking rates with the 
departure of transhumant animals and the herds of middle-income households for southern grazing areas. Pastoral 
conditions for transhumant pastoralists in agropastoral and farming areas are marked by good surface water availability, 
but unusually degraded pasturelands. Thus, animals are left to futilely graze during the day, sustained by supplemental 
animal feed (hay, bran, etc.) at night, for which the current high demand has driven prices way up from previous months. 
 
Export demand has slowed with the fighting in Côte d’Ivoire. However, the pick-up in local demand and the emergence or 
expansion of other marketing channels (increased exports to Nigeria as a result of the fighting in Côte d’Ivoire and bans on 
exports by Chad and exports to Ghana and Togo) are helping to keep livestock prices at levels close to the average, but 
significantly higher than at the same time last year.  
 
With better-off pastoralist households taking advantage of the good harvests from the last growing season to build up their 
grain reserves extremely early, by December/January, and the absence of transhumant pastoralists at this time of year, 
there is very little grain demand from pastoralist households, which is helping to create favorable terms of trade for 
livestock versus grain. In general, the food access of pastoralist households has normalized, even that of poor households, 
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whose members are bringing in wages and milk supplies from caretaking jobs tending the animals of better-off pastoralist, 
agropastoralist, and farming households. These poor households have also been getting outside aid under the so-called 
«food security project for disaster-stricken pastoralists, » which mounted a 337,500,000 CFAF cash transfer program for 
4,500 poor and disaster-stricken households affected by last year’s crisis in January-February of this year, furnishing 75,000 
CFAF per household (covering two to three months worth of food consumption). 
 
Agropastoral areas of Tahoua, Maradi, and Zinder 
 
The overall situation in these areas is marked by adequate grain supplies to meet demand, both from traders and from 
farmers beginning to step up their sales of grain crops with the depletion of cash crops and market garden crops, of which 
there is an increasingly short supply on local markets with the drying up of water sources and the extreme heat. However, 
unlike conditions in the last few months when demand was low or supply and demand were in a state of equilibrium, the 
month of April saw a growth in demand as a result of direct government procurements for the rebuilding of the national 
food security reserve, primarily on markets in agropastoral and farming areas. The massive influx of returning migrants 
fleeing the fighting in Libya (with the count already at over 43,000 as of April 13th), Côte d’Ivoire, and Nigeria, affecting 
these areas in particular, is one of the contributing factors to this earlier than usual rise in household grain demand.  
 
A study of grain markets and prices shows a deterioration in market and price-related food insecurity indicators in certain 
parts of these areas, where most households are facing a sharp decline in food availability as a result of grain production 
deficits due to the flooding of areas with badly leached soils and large shortfalls in harvests of market garden crops due to 
the high temperatures and drop in the level of the water table since the beginning of April. Thus, residents of these areas 
will be coping with moderate food gaps between now and June, continuing through the end of the lean season in 
August/September, due to an income gap created by the loss of migrant remittances and the lack of employment 
opportunities and wage income from day laborer jobs at this time of year with the normal slowdown in market gardening 
activities, which generally help increase food availability and the supply of jobs for food-insecure local residents and 
migrant workers.  
 
These gaps, reflecting the currently high levels of food insecurity in these areas, could widen in the event of any more large 
price increases in the face of a strong demand sparked by the influx of returning migrants, while food access is expected to 
continue to deteriorate with the decline in local employment opportunities and household income.  
 
 
Seasonal calendar and timeline of critical events 

 
Source: FEWS NET 


