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Returnee Overview* 

State: Upper 
Nile Unity Warrap 

Northern 
Bahr el 
Ghazal 

Western 
Bahr el 
Ghazal Lakes Jonglei 

Western 
Equatoria 

Central 
Equatoria 

Eastern 
Equatoria Total 

New Arrivals  
23-29 March 263 953 102 899 139 0  434 0  320 0  3,110 

Previous 
Arrivals 
(adjustments) 0  199 54 0  44 0  55  0 0  0  352 

Previous Total 42,085 57,770 30,222 51,906 12,894 12,575 18,651 795 28,352 5,778 261,028 

Updated 
Total 42,348 58,922 30,378 52,805 13,077 12,575 19,140 795 28,672 5,778 264,490 

Type of Returnee 

Government 
Assisted 13,228 31,880 16,740 16,755 6,345 10,873 15,524 309 14,775 4,462 130,891 

Spontaneous 13,970 27,042 4,381 34,659 6,732 1,432 3,586 437 13,897 1,316 107,452 

Unspecified 15,150 0 9,257 1,391 0 270 30 49 0 0 26,147 

 
*since 30 October 2010. Contains only verified IOM data unless otherwise noted. Figures as of 29 March 2011. 

 
Situation Overview  
 
1. The pace of returns has remained steady, with humanitarian partners preparing for a potential increase in 

coming months. Spontaneous returns continue to make up the bulk of new arrivals, comprising 2,400 of the 
3,100 people returning the past week. Barges carrying 2,717 returnees previously stranded at the Kosti way 
station in northern Sudan started arriving in Juba on 31 March. The number of returnees awaiting transportation at 
the Kosti way station has increased from 700 to 1,000 people after the barges left for Juba two weeks ago, raising 
concerns about congestion at the site. Reports by humanitarian actors in the north indicate that up to 22,000 
people in Khartoum are awaiting transport to the south. With the south’s independence drawing closer, partners 
are preparing for a potential renewed influx of returnees. In a reverse trend, some northern Sudanese have 
returned from southern Sudan to the North including an estimated 6,700 who have returned to White Nile State 
from Upper Nile. 

  
2. Humanitarian partners are working to support the new arrivals from Kosti. Returnees arriving by barge to 

Juba from Kosti who have chosen to stay Juba are already reintegrating directly into the community. Many of the 
returnees bound for Eastern and Western Equatoria are staying at the Juba way station until transport is available.  
In many cases, some family members remain at the port to watch their luggage. Temporary shelter and food 
assistance are being provided by partners and the Government is providing security. IOM will be providing onward 
transport to those who require it, as well as for returnees previously stranded in Kosti who have travelled to Upper 
Nile but require transport to Panyikang, Nasir, Ulang, and Maiwut counties in Upper Nile and Akobo in Jonglei.  

 
3. Humanitarian needs are being assessed in conflict-affected areas. Tensions remain high in parts of Jonglei, 

Upper Nile and Unity states that have seen an upsurge in insecurity over recent weeks. Following the easing of 
security restrictions over the last week, several inter-agency assessments have been undertaken in different parts 
of Canal, Fangak, and Ayod counties in Jonglei. Preliminary findings indicate that food, non-food items (NFI), and 
shelter is required. Initial food assistance is already being provided in some locations. Similar needs have been 
confirmed in areas of Panyikang County in Upper Nile. Conflict-affected areas in Mayom County in Unity are 
currently being assessed. Assessments confirm that more than 15,000 people have been recently displaced in 
these conflict areas, with returnees among them. Some returnees in Ayod have reported that they transited 
through Fangak County in Jonglei during the clashes and that their belongings have been looted. They are 
reluctant to return to their villages due to fears of child abduction and cattle raiding. Gender-based violence 
perpetrated against returnees during clashes between militia groups and security forces has also been reported 
from several locations, including Koch County in Unity. 

 

 

Key Issues:  

 The pace of return has remained steady with over 3,000 new arrivals the past week. 

 Assistance to returnees in conflict-affected areas is underway, but fears of insecurity persist.  

 Seeds and tools are being provided ahead of the planting season.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 hotspot locations 
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Humanitarian Needs and Response  

 
4. Returnees continue to need emergency assistance in many areas. In Canal County, food assistance has 

been dispatched to returnees, following delays caused by insecurity in the area and partners are arranging to 
provide NFI. In Lakes, 300 returnees were moved from a school in Yirol East County to their permanent land, 
although the land requires clearing and there are few services available in the area. WFP is continuing to provide 
returnees with up to three months assistance based on their status as verified and registered returnees. After 
three months, people in need may receive further assistance through a number of other modalities such as food 
for recovery, food for training, general food distribution to the severely food insecure, etc. based upon a separate 
needs assessment. WFP, in partnership with the Southern Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (SSRRC) 
and other partners, continues to assess needs among returnees and residents in the main areas of return to 
determine the nature of food and non-food assistance required. Verified and registered returnees awaiting onward 
transport in Malakal in Upper Nile will receive a 15-day transit ration, whereas it seems NFI assistance may not be 
required as the returnees transported many of their belongings with them. 
 

5. Seeds and tools are being provided in advance of the planting season. Seeds and tools will be provided to 
165,000 households throughout southern Sudan, increasing the amount of assistance above usual levels, largely 
due to the presence of returnees. Approximately 68 per cent of people receiving assistance are in Jonglei and the 
four states of highest return: Unity, Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Upper Nile, and Warrap. In preparation for 
distributions, which take advantage of the planting season in April for Greater Equatoria and May/June for Greater 
Bahr el Ghazal and Upper Nile regions, pre-positioning has been ongoing. In Northern Bahr el Ghazal, 80 per cent 
of pre-positioning has been completed. Pre-positioning is also completed in the remote counties of Akobo and 
Pochalla in Jonglei and will be done for the rest of the state shortly. In Aweil town in Northern Bahr el Ghazal, 
seeds will be provided once land has been distributed. Delays in providing inputs have also occurred in Unity, 
Upper Nile and Eastern Equatoria. 
 

6. Education partners are prioritizing areas of high return for extra support. School supplies, establishment of 
temporary schools, and training for teachers are being prioritized in high return areas. In Lakes, education 
partners are providing increased amounts of school supplies to accommodate the increase of students due to the 
returns influx. In Jonglei, over 750 teachers have been identified among returnees, who will be formally integrated 
into the education system to enhance school capacity and support the Arabic curriculum. 

 
7. The pace of land allocation is increasing. UNDP has contracted surveyors to assist in the states that urgently 

require support for land allocation. Surveyors are expected to arrive in Northern Bahr el Ghazal and Jonglei in the 
coming week and will be able to survey approximately 200 plots per day. At least 500 plots have been assigned to 
returnees in Kwajok in Warrap during the week and 1,000 plots have been surveyed and another 2,000 plots 
should be completed by the end of next week. Land around Torit town in Eastern Equatoria is expected to be 
distributed shortly, while in some counties such as Ayod County in Jonglei, returnees report that they are being 
given land by relatives. In Koch County in Unity, on the other hand, land has been identified, but is still not 
surveyed and some returnees have not returned to payams of origin due to lack of services. In Bor town in Jonglei 
surveyors are needed to delineate 1,000 plots for both returnees and host populations, who were moved due to 
the construction of a new road. 

 
Coordination  
 
8. Coordination efforts continue on several levels. The second round of workshops on implementing the 

Operational Guidelines for Return is underway 31 March–1 April in Wau in Western Bahr el Ghazal. The costing 
for the state reintegration plans is nearing completion, with final versions expected by the end of March. In 
Northern Bahr el Ghazal, the state government has created a commission on returns, chaired by the Ministry of 
Social Development and attended by other Ministries, the SSRRC, OCHA, the Resident Coordinator’s Office and 
community-based organizations. 

 


