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Libyan Arab Jamahiriya • Crisis 
Situation Report No. 40 
27 May 2011  

This report produced by OCHA Libya in collaboration with humanitarian partners, covering the 
period of 23 May to 26 May. The next report will be issued on or around 30 May. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS / KEY PRIORITIES 
• On 24 May, unrest at Choucha Camp left four dead, nineteen injured and parts of the camp 

destroyed. The situation in the camp has now eased. The humanitarian community and the Tunisian 
Government are discussing the security, the position and the composition of the camps in Tunisia.  

• An estimated 602,783 people, mostly migrants, have left Libya and have not returned since the start 
of the crisis in February. This number is based on data that 85 per cent of Libyans crossing into 
Egypt, and 67 per cent of Libyans crossing into Tunisia, return back to Libya. 

• Fighting in the Nafusa Mountains is on going. Fuel and cash shortages continue to the affect the 
daily life of the Libyans. 

• Explosive remnants of war (ERW) and landmines pose a serious risk to people in conflict-affected 
areas across Libya. Mine risk education as well as mapping for ERW are of utmost importance. 

• The US$407 million revised Flash Appeal for the Libyan Crisis is currently funded at 45.6 per cent 
with US$185 million committed and $3.6 million in pledges. 

 
II. Situation Overview 

Unrest from 23 – 24 May at Choucha Camp, Tunisia, resulted in the deaths of four camp residents and injury 
of nineteen others.  Two thirds of the camp was destroyed, including  tents, camp health facilities and the 
integrated family centre. Other tents at Choucha and the United Arab Emirates Camp were looted as was 
humanitarian aid in storage areas. Tension among camp residents, as well as issues pertaining to local 
community relations with camp residents sparked the incidents.  

 
The situation in the camp has now eased. The 
Humanitarian Coordinator, UNHCR and other 
actors met with Tunisian security and civil 
authorities to discuss the incidents and develop 
solutions moving forward. Discussions are 
ongoing with community leaders and the 
humanitarian community to develop temporary 
solutions for shelter/NFIs, food, WASH and 
health. IOM repatriation operations have 
resumed. Access to the camp remains limited to 
essential services. Medical, food, water and 
shelter support were provided after the unrest. 
 
In a letter published in several international 
media sources on 26 May, the Prime Minister of 
Libya proposed an immediate ceasefire to be 
monitored by the United Nations and the African 
Union, unconditional talks with the opposition, 
amnesty for both sides in the conflict, and a new 
constitution.  

 
The Humanitarian Coordinator plans to return to Tripoli to continue planning for the re-location of an 
international humanitarian United Nations presence in Tripoli and further access areas affected by the 
fighting.   
 
Fuel and cash shortages continue to affect daily life. The Government has requested the intervention of the 
United Nations to allow shipments of gasoline to be permitted to enter the country. According to the Libyan 
Ministry of Trade, there are five obstacles hindering the Public Distribution System (PDS): foreign companies 
are not ready to export to Libya, foreign countries are not granting food export permits, financial concerns, 
and lack of logistics and labour capacity. The annual planning figure is over 1 million tons of food, though 
since February only, one PDS contract has been endorsed for 19,000 metric tons of food, of which 3,000 
metric have been received.  
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Fighting in the Nafusa Mountains continues, specifically in Ar Rujban, Nalut, Yafran and Zintan. There have 
been reports of increased military activity in the Yafran and Al Qalaa area. Humanitarian actors responding 
to needs in Nafusa Mountains met on 23 May in Gabes, Tunisia, to discuss information sharing on needs, 
the development of logistics hubs and the need for structured reporting and monitoring mechanisms. Most of 
the actors delivering aid into the area are Libyan diaspora groups that are newly formed and function 
independently from traditional humanitarian response structures. Coordination with these groups is 
increasing and will allow  to understand needs, response and gaps for the response.  
 
In Zlitan, located 60 kilometres west of Misrata along the coast, aid groups report that the population (70,000 
people) are running low on food, medicine and fuel as fighting continues around the town.  
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 

SHELTER AND NON-FOOD ITEMS/MIGRATION 
According to figures provided by IOM and UNHCR, 602,783 people have left Libya and have not returned 
since the crisis began in February. This number is based on data that 85 per cent of Libyans crossing into 
Egypt return back to Libya and 67 per cent of Libyans crossing into Tunisia return back to Libya. This 
number does not include the 7,227 Libyans who crossed into Algeria, as it is unclear how many stayed there 
and how many returned to Libya.  
 
Libya: There are 100,462 IDPs (or 15,695 families) in Benghazi. Reports indicate that 247 have returned 
from Benghazi to Ajdabiya. Most IDPs are self-sustained, living in rented residences.  Most others receive 
support from host families and communities, though there are 77 spontaneous settlement sites, including 66 
schools which host 356 families. WFP has provided 3,791 families with food support.  
 
A number of vessels have delivered assistance to Misrata in the past four days. The I-Go Aid Foundation 
departed on 24 May for Misrata with 400-500 tons humanitarian aid, including non-food items (NFIs).  
 
Tunisia:  
The security situation at Choucha Camp and the other two camps at the Ras Adjir border was calm on 26 
May. Humanitarian partners distributed shelter and NFIs as well as food and other supplies to camp 
residents. Although evacuations of TCNs were suspended from 23 – 24 May, on 25 May an IOM flight 
repatriated 344 Sudanese from Choucha Camp.  
 
In the three camps for TCNs in southern Tunisia, there are over 4,500 people. Around 76 per cent are not 
eligible for repatriation and many people are persons of concern (PoCs) to UNHCR. A large proportion of the 
people do not have the economic means to return home on their own. The latest developments in Choucha 
Camp illustrate the need to find safe options and clear messages regarding these options for third-country 
nationals (TCNs), in particular sub-Saharan Africans.   
 
Egypt: On 25 May, 1,297 people remained at the Saloum transit point, including 764 PoCs. On 23 May, 600 
TCNs, who were evacuated from Misrata to Benghazi, arrived in Saloum to transit before being repatriated to 
their home countries. In the past week the number of PoCs has increased by over 100.  
 
Since February, UNHCR has assisted 722 Palestinians to travel to Gaza, through the Rafah border crossing, 
in Egypt. 
 
Other countries:  As of 23 May, 82,983 migrants, including 3,134 non-Nigeriens, have returned from Libya 
to Niger according to the Government of Niger. In Gatrun, some 25,000 Chadians require evacuation 
support.  
 

FOOD SECURITY 
Access to the Nafusa Mountain area continues to be a top priority for WFP. Humanitarian aid sent from 
Tunisia is being stocked in warehouses in Nalut and Zintan, where local committees and NGOs will continue 
distribution. Libyan diaspora groups have been providing food deliveries from Nalut and Zintan to 
surrounding towns and villages through local committees. WFP food is among humanitarian assistance 
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being distributed throughout the Nafusa Mountains, including bread baked in Tunisia and transported across 
the border. 
 
According to the Libyan Ministry of Trade, there are five obstacles hindering the Public Distribution System 
(PDS): foreign companies are not ready to export to Libya, foreign countries are not granting food export 
permits, financial concerns, and lack of logistics and labour capacity. The annual planning figure is over 1 
million tons of food, though since February only, one PDS contract has been endorsed for 19,000 metric tons 
of food, of which 3,000 metric have been received.  
 
WFP has so far mobilized 18,928 metric tons of food for Libya, enough to feed over 407,000 people for three 
months. 
 

HEALTH 
In Misrata, health concerns have been alleviated somewhat due to the reduced number of war casualties 
following as fighting has moved away from Misrata city. Needs include medical supplies for chronic illness 
and medical staff such as vascular surgeons, neurosurgeons and nurses. Before the crisis, Misrata health 
facilities depended on medical supplies from Tripoli and this supply line has been cut.  
 
In nearby Zlitan medical needs are reported, including chronic medical supplies and medicines. A team from 
International Medical Corps (IMC) aboard the Azzurra, docked on 25 May in Misrata and began evacuating 
medical patients. Further medical care will be provided in Benghazi. Additional medical evacuations are still 
required. IMC also continues to support health facilities in Misrata. IMC plans to establish a rehabilitation 
centre for war-wounded and a comprehensive and supportive program to provide services for survivors of 
sexual violence. 
 
Gaps & Constraints:  In Misrata, the Red Crescent Abbad (Al-Hilal) Hospital has requested radiotherapy, 
chemotherapy and radiology equipment to assist with diagnosis and treatment of patients. At the Pediatrics 
and Obstetrics and Gynecology hospital, a shortage of nursing staff is also reported. However, some nurses 
are returning to work now that safety conditions have improved in Center. The Qaser Ahmed Center near the 
port need 16 nurses for the recovery and wards rooms. 
 

PROTECTION 
Explosive remnants of war (ERW) and landmines pose a serious risk to people in conflict-affected areas 
across Libya. In Misrata, 20 anti-personnel mines were recently discovered in a neighborhood southeast of 
the city according to Amnesty International. At least four children have been injured and two killed by 
unexploded ordnances (UXO) in the past week in Misrata. Abandoned ordnance and ammunition storage 
areas also pose serious risks to civilian populations. In addition to children, people who attempt to dismantle 
ERW to recycle the metal are also at great risk. Mine risk education as well as mapping areas for ERW are 
of utmost importance.  
 
To present a coordinated mine action response, a Joint Mine Action Coordination Team (JMACT) has been 
formed. The JMACT provides coordination, prioritization of clearance tasks, mobilization of resources and 
liaison with authorities and international actors. Handicap International (HI) is providing land mine/ERW risk 
education to increase awareness of the dangers of ERW. The Mine Advisory Group has cleared 168 ERW in 
Benghazi and Ajdabiya to support the return of IDPs to these areas. The week of 16 May, HI teams identified 
two unexploded rockets in a home in Ajdabiya and the Mine Advisory Group cleared the mines.  
 
A detailed child protection assessment has identified an urgent need for psychosocial support to children 
affected by the conflict. Save the Children has trained 20 community mobilisers who perform outreach work 
with host and IDP communities opposition controlled areas of Libya. Community or school-based child 
protection and psychosocial activity centres will be established and supported by community mobilisers.   
 
The Libyan Committee for Humanitarian Aid and Relief (LCHR), with support from UNHCR, is undertaking a 
protection needs assessment mission to Kufrah, in the south east of Libya on 28 May. The assessment will 
look into IDPs and other protection issues.  
 
Gaps & Constraints:  There are limited reports of children involved in armed conflict. Humanitarian partners 
are unable to verify these reports due to restricted access in conflict areas.  
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WATER SANITATION & HYGIENE 
Replenishment of fuel and chemical supplies to guarantee water quality remains of concern.  Critical supplies 
for six desalination plants in opposition controlled areas have been identified. A contingency stock for a 30-
day supply is available for procurement. 
 
Access to potable water in some towns in the Nafusa Mountains continues to be of concern.   
 
In Choucha Camp, water is available, though WASH items have been distributed to those affected by the 
recent unrest.  
 

EDUCATION 
Cluster partners expect to resume education activities and children’s activities in Choucha Camp following 
the destruction of the Integrated Family Centres on 24 May.   
 
An Education Working Group in Benghazi is being co-chaired by the Minister of Education and Save the 
Children.  Plans are being discussed for addressing the needs of schools damaged or looted in the conflict 
and the 66 schools occupied by 356 IDP families. Save the Children has nine activity centres running in 
schools and the Children's Theatre in Benghazi, offering daily activities to over 1,500 local and IDP children. 
 

EMERGENCY TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
The cluster continues to provide VSAT services to the humanitarian community in Benghazi and Tubruq at 
Libyan borders. Cluster partners are prepared to deploy to Misrata to establish a telecommunications hub.  
 

LOGISTICS 
Free storage service to humanitarian organizations is offered in the 20,000 cubic metres warehouse in 
Ganfuda, 25 kilometres from Benghazi.  So far, WFP has stored 3,273 cubic metres on behalf of the 
humanitarian community. WFP has five additional mobile storage units arriving this week. Space can be 
made available for interagency use through the Logistics Cluster upon request. Commercial space remains 
available at the Zarzis, Tunisia free zone, for prepositioning of goods destined for Libya. 
 
From 1 May to 24 May, UNHAS transported 242 passengers from 48 UN agencies, diplomatic corps, and 
NGOs on 9 flights between Malta, Cairo, Djerba and Benghazi.  Details about accessing these services, 
along with the revised schedule, are available at http://www.logcluster.org/ops/lby11a/unhas-schedule-and-
forms  
 
WFP is planning to charter another vessel scheduled to run between Malta, Benghazi and Misrata. 
Organizations interested in transporting cargo on this vessel should submit an SRF to 
northafrica.cargo@wfp.org as soon as possible.    
 
WFP offers land transport from Alexandria/Cairo to Benghazi/Tubruq on a cost recovery basis. This is now 
being expanded to include transport within Libya from Benghazi and Tubruq. Since the crisis began, WFP 
has transported 96 metric tons of items on behalf of the humanitarian community. WFP transported a 
consignment of 200 mattresses from Cairo to Benghazi on 23 May. 
 
Gaps & Constraints:  Obtaining landing clearance for UNHAS humanitarian passenger flights both in Egypt 
and Tunisia has faced sporadic difficulties. For this reason passengers are currently required to submit their 
request minimum 72 hours before their flight. 
 

IV. Coordination 
Please refer to http://libya.humanitarianresponse.info/ for all cluster coordination updates and meeting 
schedules, and comprehensive information on the humanitarian response to the Libyan crisis.  

V. Funding 
According to the Financial Tracking Services, the US$407 million revised Flash Appeal for the Libyan Crisis 
is currently funded at 45.6 percent with US$185 million committed and $3.6 million in pledges. To ensure 
coordination of resources, please advise to the Financial Tracking Service (fts@un.org) of all funding 
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decisions and in-kind donations. FTS shows daily updates of funding for this appeal and other humanitarian 
response to the Libyan crisis.   
 

VI. Contact 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OCHA Libya 
Mike McDonagh: Head of Office  
Email:  mcdonaghm@un.org Tel: +201511441923 
 
Jessica DuPlessis: Reports Officer 
Email: duplessisj@un.org, Tel: +201511445885 
 
New York 
Julie Belanger: Officer in Charge , Europe, Central Asia and Middle East (ACAEME) Section 
Coordination Response Division 
E-mail: belangerj@un.org 
 
Heidi Kuttab: Humanitarian Affairs Officer Americas & the Caribbean, Europe, Central Asia and 
Middle East (ACAEME) Section Coordination Response Division  
E-mail: kuttab@un.org 
 
Stephanie Bunker: Spokesperson and Public Information Officer  
Tel: +1 917 367 5126 E-mail: bunker@un.org 
 
Geneva 
Thierry Delbreuve: Humanitarian Affairs Officer  
Tel: +41 (0) 22 917 1688. E-mail: delbreuve@un.org 
 
Elisabeth Byrs: Spokesperson and Public Information Officer  
Tel: +41 22 917 2653, byrs@un.org 
 

For more information, please visit: 
http://ochaonline.un.org 

www.reliefweb.int 
www.irinnews.org 


