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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 The 2011 cropping season has started in the South  

 A record crop was gathered in 2010 and pasture regeneration 
was satisfactory countrywide 

 Coarse grains prices dropped following the good harvest. 
However, the food situation still requires close monitoring 

Rains have started in the south 
Early but limited rains were registered in the southern part of the country 
in May allowing land preparation and first plantings to start. Elsewhere 
seasonably dry conditions prevail. 

A satisfactory food supply situation expected 
during the 2010-11 marketing year 
(November/October) 
Favourable weather conditions throughout the cropping season resulted 
in a record cereal crop last year. The official estimate puts the 2010 
aggregate cereal production at 4.5 million tonnes, an increase of 26 
percent over the drought affected crop in 2009.  
 
Coarse grain prices have remained mostly stable across the country, 
reflecting ample supplies. For example, millet prices in Ouagadougou in 
April 2011 were about 9 percent below their level of a year earlier. 
However, price of imported rice increased by 19 percent over the same 
period. This may be partly due to the impact of the political crisis in 
neighbouring Côte d’Ivoire which has adversely affected trade flows 
between both countries. 

The food situation still requires close monitoring  

The generally favourable food supply situation nevertheless follows a 
difficult year. In 2010, the combination of a fall in cereal production, poor 
rangeland conditions, and high food prices and low livestock prices, has 
led to high food insecurity in several areas. Hardest hit areas include the 
Sahel, Centre-North, East and Centre-East regions of the country where 
pastures were seriously damaged. Moreover, heavy rains led to 
substantial flooding in the northern parts of the country in July and 
August 2010. The floods have caused serious damage to infrastructure 
in several regions of the country including areas previously affected by 
drought (Centre-North, East, and Sahel regions). Considerable localised 
damage to agriculture has also been reported with about 6 500 hectares 
of crops flooded in the East and Centre-North. In these areas, market 
and price conditions and the situation of vulnerable groups, need to be 
closely monitored in order to provide assistance as soon as it is 
necessary. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


